[Former] Rules of the Leicester Secular Society

These Rules have been superseded by the Memorandum and Articles of Association. They
are presented for historical interest.

(Revised 1962, Amended 1979 and 2001)
Amendments made at the 2001 AGM are underlined.

1. NAME.
The name of the Society shall be "The Leicester Secular Society", hereinafter referred to as
the Society.

2. OBJECTS.

The objects of the Society shall be the advancement of scientific and verifiable knowledge
and a rational ethic against superstition, religion and a supenatural morality, by means of
lectures, discussions, classes for adults, youth activities, library, publications and
distribution of literature, social meetings, etc., the upholding of the principles of
Freethought including the rejection of authority in all matters of opinion and the assertion of
the right of assembly, speech and publication, and the raising of funds for these objects and
by affiliation to or association with other societies as shall be determined from time to time
by the members in general meeting.

3. MEMBERSHIP.

(a) Any person aged sixteen or over may become a member through election by the
Committee if proposed and seconded by members of the Society after such assent to the
Societies principles as shall satify the Committee of the candidate's sincerity. The minimum
subscription shall be £1 per year, husband and wife £1.50, or such sum as the Committee
shall decide each year, with the approval of the members at the A.G.M.

(b) FREE. Members of long standing may be elected as free members by the members of
the Society at the AGM as a mark of the Society's esteem. Free members shall enjoy full
rights of membership.

(c) HONORARY. Persons who have done, or are doing, important service to the cause of
Secularism, may be elected as honorary members by the members of the Committee and
they shall have full use of the Society's premises but shall have no power to vote or
nominate.

4. MANAGEMENT

The management of the Society shall be in the hands of the Committee which shall consist
of the following:--

(a) PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER. The President and the
Vice-President shall be elected by the annual general meeting of the members. The
Secretary and the Treasurer shall be appointed by the Committee.

(b) MEMBERS. The Committee shall consist of four members plus the above officers. In
the event of an emergency the Officers shall have the power to act and they shall report their
actions to the next Committee meeting.

5. MEMBERS' MEETINGS

The annual general meeting of members shall be held in October or November and the half-
yearly general meeting of members in March or April. In each case, fourteen days notice in
writing shall be given to the members. Special general meetings of members of which
fourteen days notice shall be given may be called by the Committee or by ten members



giving the Secretary a written notice of the meeting and the purpose thereof.

6. COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

Committee meetings shall be held in at least nine months in the year. Three or more
members of the committee may request the Secretary in writing to summon a special
meeting of the Committee for a specified object and the Secretary shall issue the necessary
notices. Five members, one of whom at least shall be an officer, shall constitute a Quorum at
any Committee meeting.

7. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE.

Nominations for election for the Committee may be made at or during the AGM. Members
whose subscriptions are in arrears may not be nominated nor vote. Members of less than six
months standing shall not be eligible for election to the Committee. The Committee has the
power to co-opt members to the committee for specific or general purposes at any time.

8. ACCOUNTS AND AUDITORS.

The auditor or auditors shall be elected at the annual general meeting of members and shall
present to the annual general meeting the accounts for the preceding year which shall have
been previously printed and circulated to the members The financial year shall end on June

30th.

9. CHAIRMAN.
The President shall take the chair at all meetings and shall have a casting vote. In his
absence, the Vice-President shall assume the President's duties.

10. NOTICE OF MOTIONS.

Except by consent of the members present, no motion shall be made at a general meeting of
members (other than a special general meeting of members) unless fourteen days' notice has
been given or unless the motion is made on behalf of the Committee.

11. COMPLAINTS.

Any complaints of bad behaviour of any member shall be laid before the Committee and
both the complainant and the accused shall be entitled to attend the meeting at which the
matter is considered to put their case. The Committee shall have power to suspend any
members involved for any time it may think or to expel them from membership. Any such
suspension or expulsion shall be reported to the next general meeting of members to which
the members involved shall have the right to appeal. Suspended or expelled members shall
not be introduced as visitors nor require reparation.

12. ALTERATION TO RULES.
The rules can only be altered or added to at a general meeting of members by a motion

made for the purpose.

Links:
Website: leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Contact: contact (@ leicester secular society .org.uk (close spaces)
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