Leicester

SECULARIST
Journal of the Leicester Secular Society
January 2013 no 58

After Cathedral hosts City’s Mandela event, the LSS says:

MAKE ALL CIVIC EVENTS SECULAR
A SMALL VICTORY
In a short space of time, the
actions of those opposed to
sexual apartheid in our
universities have had
success.

The Secular Society is to meet with the City Mayor, Peter Soulsby to
urge him to ensure that all future civic events are secular. This follows
the Society’s criticism of the Council over the commemoration of
Nelson Mandela in Leicester Cathedral.

Why We Need To Be A Secular City
It is expected that members meeting with him will argue that in a
‘Rainbow City’ like Leicester, the secular approach is the only fair one.
The Society’s letter, sent last December, generated some controversy with
the Leicester Mercury’s editorial declaring that Leicester “is not a Secular
City” and that “the majority of its residents are religious.” The delegation
hope to make the point that irrespective of the rights of the 23% of the
population who are not religious, a secular approach is the only way to
enure that civic events are neutral with regard to religion.

No Sub Contracting to Religious Groups
Gush Bhumbra said: Secularism guarantees everyone's right to practice their
religion of choice. Secularism prevents any government from promoting or
persecuting any religion or belief. We have no quarrel with the Church of England
playing a leading role in bringing religions together and (providing the others agree
to it) conducting a Christian ceremony or service to recognise a notable event such as
the death of Mandela involving all. However we do object if the City decides to have
such an event and then "sub contracts" it out to a religious group.”

By raising the issue, it jolted
the spineless academics and
eventually the Prime
Minister was obliged to make
a statement. At a local level,
the Leicester Secular Society
was a small part of that
campaign.
Universities UK (UUK) has
now withdrawn its
controversial guidance that
gender segregation could be
permitted at UK universities
(More on page 4)

Conjugation
Defendant in court:
As God is my judge, I am
not guilty.
Magistrate:
He's not. I am. You are.
Terry Larkin
Leicester Secularist
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WHAT’S ON
at the

Secular Hall
Sunday 19th January, 6.30pm
On Yer Bike! Dr Dave Horton and Andy Salkeld tell us about how they
are getting Leicester cycling. Free

Sunday 26th January, 6.30pm
Burns Night! Traditional clebration of the life and works of Rabbie
Burns. Pipes, poetry and performance. £7 per head (£6 members
and concessions) Book with Mike on 0116 270335. Bar

Sunday 2nd February. 6.30pm
It’s A Girl -documenatary on ‘Gendercide’. This film is a shocking
expose of the prctice of aborting female foetuses and murdering
newly born girl babies which is prevalent in some countries.
Discussion follows, free

Sunday 9th February, 6.30pm
Darwin Day Lecture. What Genetics Tells Us About Evolution. Prof
Mark Jobling of Leicester University presents the latest genetic
evidence on adaptation and, amongst other things, our relationship
with the Neanderthals. Free

Sunday 16th February 6.30pm
The News at Kate, My Professional Opinion. The Leicester Comedy
Festical comes to the Secular Hall. Kate Smuthwaite is outspoken on
religion, politics and just about everything else. Must book! £7.50,
concessions £6. Book with Mike on 0116 270335 or via the Comedy
Festival Office 0116 2423595 or on line.

Sunday 23rd February 6.30pm
The new atheism - what’s so new? Chris Street of Atheism UK
compares the writings of Dawkins, Hitchens, Dennett and Harris
with their forerunners in anti-religion movements of the past. Free

Sunday 2nd March 6.30pm
What Can We Do About Female Genital Mutilation In The UK? A
joint event with the Leicestershire Fawcett Group to mark UN
International Women’s Day. Speakers TBA Free

Sunday 9th March, 6.30pm:
Official openings! The official opening of the newly modernised
ground floor. Free

Sunday 16th March, 6.30pm:
Secularism in Derby. Mike Lake, long-time campaigner
forsecularism in Derby, talks about his work and the saga of the Al
Madhani Muslim free school. Free
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Your
Subscription
Is Due
Dear Member,
As another year comes
around and subscriptions
fall due. Please can you pay
these promptly. We need the
funds to continued to both
campaign for Secularism
and maintain our home in
the Secular Hall.
Please consider making an
addition donation
The subs for 2014 are being
frozen at the same level as
2013. They are:
Individuals £21
Low income £7
Household (multiple
members) £28
Please send your cheques,
made payable to Leicester
Secular Society, to:
John Catt
32 Bramcote Road
Loughborough LE11 2 SA
If you use internet banking,
you can credit the Society’s
bank account as follows
ACCOUNT NO 20195380
SORT CODE 08 60 01
Please confirm such transfers
with an email to:
leic.sec.society@gmail.com
If you prefer to pay by cash,
you can hand this to any
Board member.
Thank you
John Catt
Membership Sec/Treasurer

The Secular Society’s New President

Gush Bhumbra
Gush Bhumbra went to Gateway
Sixth Form and then to Cambridge
University. He is a Chartered
Engineer and has run his own small
Electronics Design Company in
Beaumont Leys for around 20 years.
He says:
“I’m in my early 50s. Although raised as
a Sikh, and a devout theist for most of my
life, I finally saw the dark some 20 years
ago, when I let my rationalist self take
over. I passionately feel that religionists
get undue influence in our society. Now I
want to help change that through the
LSS.”

The Secular Society’s New Chair

Anthony Matthew
As well as a Secular Society director,
Anthony is treasurer for Leicester
CND, active in the Stoneygate
Conservation Area Society, several
University of the Third Age groups
and more besides. He writes:
We may think we live in a free country but
there are continual restrictions on freedom
of expression, excused by the misguided
idea that no one should be offended by
another's opinion. Secularism stands for a
separation between religion and the state
but it also stands for the right of people to
hold whatever peculiar beliefs they fancy
provided they do not restrict the freedom of
others.

The New Editor of the Secularist

Ned Newitt
Ned Newitt is a retired art teacher
He has already done served for three
years on the LSS Board. He comes
from a family of freethinkers.
He is a former City Councillor (19842003) and an honorary alderman. He
is a local historian; among the books
he has written are: A People's History
of Leicester. (2008) and The Slums of
Leicester (2009). He is a keen amateur
jazz musician, allotment gardener
and cider maker.

from the
editor
This the Secularist’s 58th edition.
Under Harry Perry’s editorship it
has grown from a couple of sides
to a regular 16 page edition.

ARDUOUS YEAR
Harry has now stepped down as
editor after an arduous year as
President and fund raiser in chief
for the Hall’s mini modernisation.
He also did all the donkey work of
ensuring the builders, architects
and others delivered what they
had promised - no easy task. The
Board have appointed me as his
replacement. I will do my best to
continue what he has started. I will
do it a little differently, but the
accent will still be on producing a
magazine which reflects the
activity of the Society and the
views of its members.

CONTINUITY
Because there have not been many
Society meetings during the
Christmas period, I have included
some pages of national and
international news. If you approve,
these features can continue.
The Secularist is now being printed
commercially. However, in order
to stay within budget, it may mean
either slightly fewer pages or
editions. It will probably be a bit of
both. Using a commercial printer
means slightly longer production
times. So please look at the new
deadlines on the back page.
I will try to maintain Harry’s
commitment to accurate spelling
and punctuation, though I cannot
promise to match it. However, with
fewer pages I will urge all our
contributors to be cogent and
concise.

Ned Newitt
Leicester Secularist
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Gender segregation plans rejected

LOCAL UNIS SAY NO

COMEDY FESTIVAL
AT THE SECULAR HALL

Both Leicester universities have rejected plans to allow the gender
segregation of audiences. This follows a report drawn up by the elite
group of Russell Universities, to which Leicester University belongs. The
report, which has now been withdrawn, said that such segregation could
be allowed on the grounds of the religious beliefs of the speaker.
On behalf of Secular Society, Gush Bumbra immediately wrote to all three
local Universities asking them to reject this advice. In his letter he stated that:
We consider this policy to be based on exactly the same grounds as used in the
“Separate but equal doctrine” in U.S. constitutional law that justified racial
segregation until the 1964 Civil Rights Act and under the apartheid regime of South
Africa. Segregation by sex on the grounds of religion and belief is no more acceptable
than such discrimination on the grounds of race or religion in a university setting.
Some religions may object to adherents sitting with others with different beliefs.
Would it be acceptable to divide an audience in this way by religion or race?”

Replies to the Secular Society Letter
Gush asked that the Universities give an assurance that they would not be
segregating audiences in the future. De Montfort Univerity replied that:
De Montfort University does not sanction forced segregation at any of its events.
Currently, our stance is that forced segregation is discriminatory....”
In addition, our published policy on Harassment and Discrimination states
explicitly that, although the University's search for knowledge demands that we are
tolerant of the views and beliefs of others, we will not accept behaviours which seek to
coerce others into accepting those views or beliefs.
In his reply, Professor Sir Robert Burgess, Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Leicester , replied that:
the University does not support the UUK position on segregated seating by gender,
or on any other grounds. We will follow the national debate and developments on this
matter with close interest, but I can reassure you that we have no plans to facilitate
segregated seating at the University of Leicester.
The latest issue of The Pink Humanist, has just been
published. www.thepinkhumanist.com It has features on:
Ÿ the campaign against the homophobic pastor Enoch
Adeboye
Ÿ ultra-conservative Hungary and how the recent lurch to
the right is affecting gay rights in that country
Ÿ so-called “moderate” Muslims in Europe who hold
extremist views in regard to punishing gays

4 Leicester Secularist

The News At Kate
My Professional Opinion
Come and have a guaranteed
good laugh with the
nationally renowned atheist
comedian Kate Smurthwaite.
She will present her one hour
stand-up show at Secular Hall
on Sunday 16th February as
our first venture into the
Leicester Comedy Festival.
Don’t let it be our last!
Pay bar. Doors open 6.30pm
for a start at 7pm.
Booking essential. £7.50 (£6
concessions). Call Mike on
0116 270 3335 to book your
seat.

The

A Modern Day Hero:

PRESIDENT What Snowden Did For Us
Wr i t e s
Ghush Bhumbra

Edward Joseph Snowden is a former CIA agent and a
former NSA contractor who had access to details of
the most secret of operations going on at the National
Security Agency and G.C.H.Q. He is a fugitive of the
US authorities and is an accused traitor living under
asylum in Russia and had to run away from his cushy
Hawaiian job, salary and lifestyle.

Covert Operations
So what did he do to become a hero? He revealed 1.7m
classified documents to the press (primarily the
Guardian and Washington Post) with his sole motive
"to inform the public as to that which is done in their
name and that which is done against them." In so doing
he showed that GCHQ and the NSA, under the guise of
combatting terrorism and serious crime, and
promoting National Security were undertaking the
most breathtaking warrantless unchecked mass
surveillance programme the world has ever seen.
Without Snowden we would not know of the vastly
overreaching covert operations like Tempora, Prism,
and the NSA call database. We would not know about
the US spying on the German Chancellor's phone calls,
GCHQ spying on officials of Unicef and Medicins du
Monde, and the EU competition commissioner, not to
mention spying on many UN delegations at UN HQ.
We also would not know of the back door introduced to
break encryption methods used to secure our internet
transactions.

Privacy Promises Broken
Tempora is GCHQ's effort to hoover up ALL the data on
the fibres in and out of the UK, with the justification that
this is legal because this data belongs to foreigners. Prism
is an NSA effort to collect and keep bulk data from the likes
of Google, Microsoft, Yahoo, Youtube, AOL, Skype and
Facebook to name but the most famous participants. This
is despite these organisations promises of privacy. The
NSA had direct access into some of the computer servers
of these organisations too.
With PRISM and Tempora the Americans can legally spy
on non-Americans (including Brits) and hand over data to
GCHQ, and the Brits can legally spy on non Brits
(including Americans) and hand the data over to the NSA.
Thus both the NSA and GCHQ can claim to have clean
hands over spying on their own citizens!
So what's wrong with spying on innocent citizens, after all
“if you've done nothing wrong, you've nothing to fear”?

Massive Surveillance
Firstly, we have to understand that some of this
overwhelming worldwide information (whether gathered
secretly or openly) will be just plain wrong. Secondly,
without context, even accurate content can be misleading.
Thirdly, when the state is involved in keeping such
gargantuan amounts of information secret, the
responsibility for keeping it secret is divided and the
probability of leaks grows massively with the number of
people who have access to it. We have every reason to fear if
the information gets into the wrong hands.
In the wrong governmental hands this information can be
misused to create the very terrors it is trying to prevent. The
Stasi would have given anything to have a fraction of the
surveillance powers that GCHQ and the NSA now possess.
A police state is so easy to create once you have the tools in
place. The slide towards such a state can easily start with the
best of intentions, and only the toughest of regulatory
regimes has any chance to prevent it. In the wrong
individual hands this information can be misused to
blackmail, embarrass, corrupt, and coerce.

Metadata
So what's wrong with taking metadata, after all they're not
reading my mail? I'll leave it to Alan Rusbridger: "This is a
massive invasion of privacy, all our privacies. It's insulting when
Sir Malcolm Rifkind says we are not listening to your calls, as if
the collection of metadata is not important. In fact, metadata tells
us everything we need to know: your life, your health, your
location, your friends, what it is you search for. It's actually a
much more efficient way of capturing somebody's life than
content, which is a messy thing.”
So what's wrong with a back door to internet encryption if
only GCHQ and the NSA can do it? With over a hundred
thousand people like Snowden having access to the GCHQ
and NSA files how sure are we that everyone is as honest
and as scrupulous as Snowden? It would only take one
accidental or malicious leak of the back door key to our
internet encryption to allow criminals to take over the
internet, stealing our personal data and our money from the
banks or our medical records. Once it became known that
there even WAS a back door key, hackers would make the
effort to find it.

So what has been done?
Germany has obviously made a lot of noise about
Chancellor Merkel's phone being tapped, but it looks like
she might be bought off by Britain and the US letting
Germany into an expanded '5 eyes' spying club currently

continued overleaf
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continued from page 5
consisting of the USA, Canada, UK,
Australia and New Zealand. India's
laws already require telecom
companies simply to hand over any
data the government requests
Brazil is passing laws to restrict
Brazilian data to its own national
companies. France has actually just
legalised real time surveillance of the
kind described in this article without
judicial warrant. This is despite
berating the NSA for its spying regime.
In the USA, national debates have
occurred and two contradictory
rulings have been determined by
judges on whether the NSA activities
are constitutional or not. A Supreme
Court ruling is expected soon. The
President has promised reforms and
possible curbs on NSA activity.
In the UK, fuelled by public apathy, the
government's indifferent attitude has
simply been one of 'we don't comment
on security matters.' Sir Malcolm
Rifkind, the head of the Intelligence
and Security Commission, a
parliamentary scrutiny committee of
sorts, was not even aware of the
GCHQ spying programs like
Tempora. What level of scrutiny can
they possibly perform when they don't
even know what is going on? The
Prime Minister's idea of dealing with
the Snowden revelations extends only
to condemn the Guardian for exposing
what GCHQ has been up to.

So what next?
As far as Snowden is concerned, he has
succeeded in his mission in creating
the debate over massive state
surveillance. “I didn't want to change
society. I wanted to give society a chance to
determine if it should change itself.” We
have to fight for our privacy, we have
to create a fuss, and tell the powers that
be, that we will not take this lying
down.

SECULAR

WORLD

NEWS

from the National Secular Society

New Zealand 2013 census results

CHRISTIANS NOT A MAJORITY
The latest census shows that 38.65% of New Zealanders have no religion.
These results show a similar trend to that of the rest of the developed
world – with religious adherence dropping dramatically.
Four out of ten New Zealanders now declare themselves non-religious – a
rise of 26% and a total of 1.6 million people. Only 1.9 million people say they
are affiliated to a church, down from more than 2 million in 2006.
Victoria University professor Paul Morris, who specialises in religious
studies, said: "For the first time since 1901, Christians are not the clear
majority in the country.

U.S. Prayer case reaches
Supreme Court
For years, the town board of Greece in New York state, began its monthly
business with a Christian prayer. Two local women, Susan Galloway and
Linda Stephens, respectively Jewish and atheist, found this deeply
disturbing. They said it created an atmosphere in which they felt like
second-class citizens based on their views on the God question.
After efforts to negotiate a reasonable settlement of this matter failed, they
sued the town, complaining that holding prayers before the town board
meetings violated the First Amendment. (This amendment prohibits the
establishment of religion) In 2012, the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
agreed with this argument, ruling that the practice violates the
Establishment Clause.
The case has now reached the U.S. Supreme Court who heard the case in
November. The women are backed by Americans United for Separation of
Church and State. The Supreme Court is expected to make a ruling in May.
Greece is backed by the US government and argues that American history
and tradition allows for prayers to be spoken in any legislative body, whether
it is a small local assembly or the US Congress.

400% INCREASE IN IRISH NON-BELIEVERS
The latest Census figures reveal that 84%c of the Irish population describe
themselves as Catholic, down from 91.6pc in the 1991 census.
A total of 10 per cent of Irish people polled now say that they identified as
having no religion. This is a 400% increase in the last ten years. The
Protestant religions accounted for some 5% of the population, dramatically
down on figures from 1900-1920.
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Apostates Or Blasphemers Face Death Penalty In 13 Countries

A WORLD OF INTOLERANCE
The Freedom of Thought Report - International Humanist & Ethical Union

The non-religious are either discriminated against, or outrightly
persecuted, throughout most of the world. These are the findings of a
report by the International Humanist & Ethical Union. It details the
treatment of atheists and the non-religious and finds discrimination by
governments in every region.
Despite the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief
being enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
findings show that the overwhelming majority of countries fail to respect
the rights of non-believers. It found laws denying atheists the right to life,
executing them for leaving a religion, criminalizing their criticism of
religion, prohibiting them from holding public office, preventing them
from working for the state, obstructing their access to public education,
revoking their right to citizenship and right to marry.

Death Threat
The report lists 12 states in the world in which a person can face the death
penalty for being an atheist. The "crime" of apostasy (leaving Islam) was
found to be punishable by death in Afghanistan, Iran, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mauritania, Nigeria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan,
United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. 12 countries in Africa, 9 in Asia, and
10 in the Middle East, were given the worst rating for committing "Grave
Violations". Some of these states were found to have governments openly
inciting hatred against atheists, or authorities systematically failing to
prosecute violent crimes against atheists.

Blasphemy Laws in 55 Countries
IHEU's research found 55 countries with 'blasphemy' laws on the books,
or other laws forbidding criticism or "insult" to religion. In 39 of those, the
law mandates a prison sentence for blasphemers. In three countries,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and Iran, people can be executed for being
"blasphemers". In Somalia, Nigeria, and Afghanistan, militant Islamists
acting as religious authorities also deal out punishment including death
for "offences" to religion.
Six Western states were rated "severe" in their levels of discrimination
because of their policies on blasphemy. In Denmark, Germany, Greece,
Iceland, New Zealand and Poland, people can be jailed for blasphemy. In
Germany and Greece the term can be up to three years.

Religious Privilege: the most common form of
discrimination
The UK was described as having "systemic discrimination" against
atheists and the non-religious. Contributing to this was the privileged
constitutional status and position of the established church in England
and Scotland; the privileged access that Bishops have to parliament; the
exemptions that allow religious organisations to discriminate in various
ways and the preferential VAT treatment for places of worship.
Also highlighted was the discriminatory education system where 'faith

Death for those
who Curse God
In December, Kuwaiti MPs
approved a law with a death
penalty for Muslims who curse
God, the Koran, all prophets
and the wives of Islam's
Prophet Mohammed. NonMuslims who commit the
same offence face a jail term of
not less than 10 years,
according to the bill.
Defendants who repent in
court will be spared capital
punishment, but will get a jail
sentence for five years and a
fine of $36,000 or one of them.
Repentance by those who
repeat the crime will not
acceptable.
Meanwhile, the head of the
Arab League, Nabil Elaraby,
has called on the international
community to criminalise
blasphemy, warning that
insults to religion pose a
serious threat to global peace
and security.
In the Netherlands, the
Blasphemy Laws have just
been abolished.
schools' now account for a third of all
publicly funded schools. Many of
these are allowed to discriminate on
faith grounds against pupils in their
admission policies. Such schools are
also permitted to discriminate
against teachers on the grounds of
their religious belief. A daily act of
'collective worship' remains a legal
requirement in all schools in
England and Wales.
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N AT I O N A L N E W S
from the National Secular Society

Section 5 Reform has come into effect

INSULTING LAW GOES

A free speech reform comes into effect this month. From now on, the word
"insulting" will be removed from Section 5 of the Public Order Act. This
allowed the police to arrest people because someone else thought their
words or behaviour "insulting". This resulted in people being arrested for
preaching against homosexuality in the street and, in one case, for calling a
policeman's horse "gay". Others had been arrested for calling Scientology
"a cult" and for saying "woof" to a dog.
Despite Government resistance, the House of Lords overwhelmingly
supported reforming Section 5, voting 150 to 54 in favour of an amendment
to remove the word "insulting" and the Government gave way and agreed to
the move, which has now come into place. Supporters of Reform Section 5
campaign included the National Secular Society, comedian Rowan Atkinson
and the Peter Tatchell Foundation.
However there are still concerns about the new Anti-social Behaviour,
Crime and Policing Bill. Its sweeping new powers could be a fresh challenge
to free speech. Under Clause 1 of the Bill, ASBOs (Anti-Social Behaviour
Orders) would be replaced by Injunctions to Prevent Nuisance and
Annoyance (IPNAs). Because the new law is so broad and the safeguards are
so weak it is thought that it could be used to catch legitimate public protest.

Care worker refuses to work on Sunday

COURT RULES AGAINST CHRISTIAN
The Court of Appeal has ruled against a Baptist careworker who would not
work on Sunday. Celestina Mba argued that she should be free to obey the
Fourth Commandment in the Bible and rest and pray on the Sabbath.
However, the London Borough of Merton argued that it had a duty to
ensure children had weekend care and there was no viable alternative.
Celestina Mba claimed she had been constructively dismissed from her
job as a care worker.
Her original case of constructive dismissal failed on the grounds that
observing the Sabbath was not a "core component" of the Christian faith
because some believers were prepared to work on a Sunday. The case also
turned partly on whether the employer could justify Sunday working as a
"legitimate business need".

LSE STUDENTS WIN T-SHIRT BATTLE
The London School of Economics has now apologised to two students who were
forced to cover up t-shirts featuring pictures from the satirical comic strip Jesus
and Mo. Chris Moos and Abhishek Phadnis were running the Atheist Secularist
and Humanist Society stall in October when they were told they would be
physically removed from the annual Freshers' Fair unless they covered up the
'offensive' t-shirts. The incident sparked a national debate over free expression,
and the extent to which universities are pandering to the sensibilities of Islamic
extremists on campus.

8 Leicester Secularist

Charles Bradlaugh
nominated for a “People’s
Plaque” in Tower Hamlets
The founder of the National
S e c u l a r S o c i e t y, C h a r l e s
Bradlaugh, has been shortlisted
by Towers Hamlets Council for a
Blue Plaque.
The council has compiled a
shortlist of seventeen notable
figures and events from its past
and will honour seven of them
with Blue "People's Plaques" at
suitable sites.
Charles Bradlaugh (1833-1891)
was a social reformer who spent
his early life in Bethnal Green.
He was a famous atheist and
freethinker who challenged the
grip that religion had in
Victorian society. He was elected
to Parliament to represent
Northampton in 1880 but was
prevented from taking his seat
until 1886 as he refused to take
the religious Parliamentary
oath. His campaigning brought
about a change in the law, giving
all MPs the right to affirm. He
spoke in Leicester many times,
including at the opening of the
Secular Hall.

ANU’S FEAST RAISES £628

The Secular Hall filled to capacity last December for Anu’s Feast. Anu Kapur created a sumptuous
meal using the newly refurbished and equipped kitchen (as well as her own). She had help from
Satish who did the delicious lamb curry and Amarjit your did the chapatis. Anu and Satish very
kindly donated the ingredients. The Bhumbra family sold the tickets and provided the
entertainment. With the raffle and drinks, £628 was raised for the society. This takes the total
fundraising for the mini modernisation to £23,847. It was a great night.
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Hamish Whiteley:
Soon after Nelson Mandela died I

went to visit my daughter in Wales.
There is no mobile phone signal in
her village and internet connection is
slow and frustrating. I arrived back
home the following day to find 97
emails, discussing Leicester's
Mandela commemoration. I
doggedly read through them all
growing more and more frustrated
by the business of copying a large
number of people into each e-mail
that was sent. Everyone had
something to contribute, but it felt
like everyone talking at once. We
made our decisions via e-mail but I
think we would have been better to
meet, even for half an hour.

AS I PLEASE

At a friend’s party, the front room full
of musicians playing jazz. Many years
ago I was nuts about jazz and listened
to jazz and went to see jazz all the time,
but then one day when I was ill I
listened to Mozart's Jupiter symphony
on the radio and that was that. The
musicians at the party were not
playing for an audience, but for the
sheer joy of playing, and suddenly I
remembered what I had loved so
much about Jazz; it's sheer joy, its wit,
its energy. I left to cycle home in the
frost full of joy myself.
Talking of Mozart I heard someone say
recently that when the angels play for

God they play Bach, but when they
play for themselves they play Mozart.
Or perhaps they play jazz. Not that
there are any angels, or a God for that
matter, but you get the idea.
As secularists should we send each
other Christmas Cards and put up a
Christmas tree? Should we celebrate
Christmas at all? Well, I suppose we
shouldn't, strictly speaking. But
thanks to those who sent me a card,
and what else can anybody do but give
family and friends a present? And I for
one, love Brussels Sprouts and don't
mind a plate of Christmas pudding
either.

6.30pm Sunday 2nd February, Secular Hall

Bishop Tim has been very quiet
about what he actually did to
campaign against the apartheid
regime. I don't remember seeing him
outside Welford Road or St. Helens
rugby ground in Swansea when the
police were throwing demonstrators
onto the beach to be dealt with by
local roughs, angry that tin tacks had
been thrown onto the pitch. Did he
paint 'Stop the Boks' on any sports
ground gates? Actually while that
was being done two policemen
arrived in their car and held the
would-be artists in their headlights
for thirty long seconds before
driving off without saying a word.
Does Bishop Tim remember any of
that? I wonder.
I asked Rowan, my four year old
grandson what he had asked Father
Christmas to bring him. After a
moments thought he said; 'I want an
I-Pad!' 'Dear me, Rowan,' I said,
'What on earth do you want an I-Pad
for?' Iris, aged six, exploded with
laughter: 'Grandad, he didn't say IPad, he said EYE PATCH, for his
pirate costume!' I thought that there
was something wonderful about
this.

“It’s a girl” The three deadliest words in the world
The United Nations estimates there are around 200
million missing females in the world’s population. This
feature film has detailed interviews and explanations with
those engaged in the gendercide especially, but not
exclusively, in China and India, and is part of a world-wide
campaign to establish equality and respect for females
even before they are born.
Free entry
Leicester Secularist
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LSS lecture report: 15th December

THE DIRTY THIRTY

A film and discussion about the 1984-85 miners strike
A film was shown which was made by the evening's speakers, Brian
Langtry & Len Holden. Brian explained the making of the film, and how
it was inspired by David Bell’s book also called “The Dirty 30”.
Brian described how they recognised the importance of recording this
watershed event, and its part in working class social history.

Wives and supporters with the banner

The Film
Brian gave a short description of
mining village life, using Bagworth
as a background. He also gave an
explanation of how the film was
made up of recent interviews, and
archive footage collected from
various sources, as there is no
central record of the year long
strike.
We then went straight into the film.
The first testimonies stated that
from the beginning, the true
meaning and cause of the strike,
was not economic, but pure
political hatred for organised
l a b o u r, a n d t h e T h a t c h e r
government’s determination to
defeat the NUM, and thereby
pursue the class war.

Interviews
The two outstanding interviewees
of the many, were Malcolm
“Benny” Pinager, spokesperson for
the 30, and Mick “Rico” Richmond.
Both had endless recollections of
all the events from that year which
were amusing, and poignant. For
those who knew Benny it was sad
to see, and hear him again,
knowing he died 20 month ago

A Badge of Honour.
Many interviewees described their
disappointment that so many
miners where willing to be scabs,
and cross picket lines, they
described the police violence,
phone tapping, intimidation and
false charges brought against so

12

Leicester Secularist

Representatives of the Dirty Thirty on their way to the U.S.A.

many miners, and their supporters.
Rico explained how a scab had
tried to abuse them by calling them
the dirty 30, but that they had taken
this title for themselves and turned
it into a badge of honour!

We heard how much the triple
alliance, steel, coal and rail unions,
meant to the Dirty 30, especially
the role of Leicester rail workers,
who stopped the scab coal moving
by rail, in an act of solidarity.

Support Group

Poetry

We heard of the role of the Leicester
Trades Council Miners Support
Group, how it was built, and
operated very successfully. Some of
this description was given by Jane
Bruton, who many members will
remember organised, and spoke for
the support group so well.

The strike encouraged many to
write poetry and here in Leicester a
play was written, called Sun On
Our Backs. The highlight for Rico
came in 1989 when they took the
Dirty Thirty banner to the Durham
Miners’ Gala, and they all received
a fantastic reception, endorsing
everything they had done and
fought for. In the same way anyone
who supported the miners, and
sees this film will leave knowing
they did the right thing - it will
remain a year in their lives they can
be proud of, and will never forget!

Kay Smith, of the woman's and
miners wives support group, spoke
of all the work that they had done
nationally and in Leicestershire and
the effect it had on families,
especially the children, over
Christmas, and how much all the
support from the public encouraged
them.

Lyn Hurst

OUR HISTORY
ITEMS FROM SECULAR SOCIETY’S PAST
Research by Ned Newitt

MRS FAWCETT ON WOMEN'S WAGES
Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 8th December 1888
On Sunday evening a large audience assembled at the Secular Hall to hear
an address by Mrs Fawcett of London, on Why Are Women's Wages Lower
Than Men's? Mr. S. Gimson President of the Secular Society occupied the
chair. Mrs. Fawcett, who is by no means a stranger to Leicester, treated the
subject in a masterly manner, and experienced a convivial reception.
She said the question of women's
wages undoubtedly lay at the root of a
great deal of social evil and friction. scale of women's wages- (hear, hear), for
Opposition to women's labour was the recent strike of match girls in
due to a large extent to the natural London had proved what might be
dislike of those engaged in various achieved by combination. Trades
trades seeing themselves "cut out" by Unions and the parliamentary
those prepared to do the same work franchise were the two sources of
for less wages. It was also evident that protection available to men, yet the less
the small pittance earned by women strong had no protection worth the
under these circumstances was fruitful name. She had also heard of a very
of great evil and, for no other reason, a successful union amongst the hosiery
rise of wages in this case was women of Leicester, which recently
eminently desirable. (applause)
boasted 1,460 members, and still was
One of the reasons frequently alleged
for the low remuneration of female
labour was that men's wages had to be
calculated on the basis of what was
sufficient to support a family, whereas
a woman had only herself to support.
Mrs. Fawcett exposed the fallacy of
this argument by reference to
numerous cases of widows with large
families, and single women with
parents or other relatives dependent
upon them for support.
It was also argued that women were
paid less because their strength and
consequently their industrial
efficiency were inferior to men's. True,
they were debarred from following
trades requiring muscular power, thus
limiting the demand for their labour
and reducing their earnings, but this
did not account for the fact that they
received less for work in which they
competed with men (hear, hear)
In her opinion, the absence of
organisation accounted for the low
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increasing in strength. (applause)
In her opinion, the principle cause of
low wages among women was the
combination of males to exclude the
females from certain trades and
professions. Thus women found only
certain branches open to them and the
keen competition which thus ensued
naturally resulted in a decrease of in
wages. (hear, hear) If women desired
better wages they must have skilled
training. She pointed out that young
men spent years learning a particular
trade whereas women did not do so.
On the contrary, they crowded into
certain industries where they could
start earning at once and where little or
no special training was necessary.
The same remarks applied equally to
certain classes of men. In her opinion
this fact accounted for the large
numbers of both sexes who were
thrown out of work whenever trade
became slack. As long as women failed
to qualify themselves for skilled

Millicent Fawcett
labour, they would they be unable to
command more than the wages of
unskilled labour. (hear hear)
Mrs Fawcett protested against the
popular opinion that marriage is a "beall and end-all" of a woman's
existence. In real life it was a mistake
for women to regard marriage as a
relief from a life of drudgery, for many
a woman found that her trials really
began with marriage. That women
should dislike ill paid drudgery was
only natural, but they did not object to
work and the better they were paid the
b e t t e r t h e y wo u l d l i k e t h e i r
employment. If they had a good trade
and were mindful of their own
interests, they would think seriously
before embarking on matrimony,
especially as early marriages in
particular only ended in the survival
of the unfittest.
Having pointed out that in some parts
of England skilled women's labour is
sought for and well paid, she
advocated the higher industrial
education of women, the organisation
of female labour, and the opening up
to them of those skilled crafts in which
their natural faculties would lead
them to excel, for by these means alone
could they hope to ameliorate the
condition of the female portion of the
working classes. At the close of the
lecture discussion ensued, in which
several gentlemen took part.

T h e G l o b a l M o v e m e n t o f ‘ Wo n d e r a n d G o o d ’

A SUNDAY ASSEMBLY IN LEICESTER
The Sunday Assembly is coming
to Leicester on Sunday 9th March!
It is a non-religious gathering of
people who want a similar
communal experience to a
religious church, and whose aims
are to celebrate life, live better,
help often, and wonder more.

comedians Sanderson Jones and
Pippa Evans. The London branch
has been drawing two or three
hundred people a month. The
outward form follows that of a
modern evangelical church. There
is singing, clapping, (optional)
dancing and a great deal of
laughter.
There is a choir, a music
Godless Pentecostalism
group and the lyrics to the songs
It was co-founded in last year in
are projected on the back of the
North London by the stand-up
stage. The talks follow the Thought

Stated Religion of Leicester Residents
Source: Census for 2001 and 2011
Christians 2011

32.4%
44.7%

Christians 2001

22.8%

No religion 2011

17.4%

No religion 2001

18.6%

Muslims 2011

11.0%

Muslims 2011

15.2%
14.7%

Hindus 2011
Hindus 2001

5.6% Not stated 2011

for the Day model, where the
moral is approached circuitously
but predictably, although these are
longer and with a lot more jokes.
What matters are shared values,
rather than dogma. Sanderson
Jones, one of the founders, calls it
"Pentecostalism for the godless.”

Different in Leicester
What is going to happen in
Leicester is a little bit different. The
Leicester organisers have learnt
from the Sikhs that food really
matters. “Those that eat together,
stay together.” So following your
spiritual nourishment at the
Sunday Assembly they'll be
providing some prandial
nourishment (lunch) for everyone.

Universal Appeal?
However, the Assembly does not
appeal to all non believers. One
described it as having:
"All the chummy cosy sentimentality
of churchiness without even the
reward of eternal salvation. The worst
of both worlds. Not having to endure
this sort of thing is one of the incidental
benefits of not believing in any gods.”
Nevertheless, there are now
assemblies in Edinburgh,
Newcastle, Dublin, Silicon Valley
and Melbourne, with many more
planned.

7.1% Not stated 2001

Book your Ticket

4.4%

Sikhs 2011

4.2%

Sikhs 2001

It is important to book your (free)
tickets at the following website
www.eventbrite.co.uk or search
for Sunday Assembly Leicester.
This will help the organisers plan
for the number of people turning
up.

Buddhists, Jews & others 2011 (0.7%)
Buddhists, Jews & others 2001 (0.6%)
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WANTED
The Secular Society Board is
looking for a volunteer to
act as Minutes Secretary at
Board neetings. The
meetings are usually held
once a month on a Sunday
afternoon. If you are
interested please contact
John Catt
memsec@leicestersecularsociety.
org.uk

XMAS
QUIZ
Last December’s quiz and party at
the Secular Hall was about the
largest ever. There were around 40
folk and about 8 teams in the mix. It
was very family friendly stuff and
the Bhumbra family were the
outright winners.
Thanks to Trevor the quizmaster
and Mike for the hard work - and to
those who cleared up afterwards.

Leicester

SECULARIST
Advertising Rates
Colour or black & white

page: £5
¼ page: £7
½ page: £12
full page: £20
1

8

Payment in advance and
Cheques payable to
Leicester Secular Society.

THE SECULAR SOCIETY BOARD REPORT

22nd December 2013

Ÿ In the absence of nominations for the posts of president and chair at

the A.G.M., the Board has agreed that Gush Bhumbra and Anthony
Matthew should be president and chair of the Society respectively.
Ned Newitt was appointed as editor of the secularist.
Ÿ The Society is waiting upon the City Council for a decision concerning

the installation of a defibrillator in the Hall
Ÿ Harry Perry (events manager) presented a draft programme for 2014. .
Ÿ It was agreed that the Board seeks a meeting with the City Mayor,

to urge on him the need to ensure that civic events are Secular.
There was also a discussion about how best the Society should
respond to matters of public debate. It was generally felt there
should be a speedy response with the President taking a lead,
consulting with Board members.
Ÿ In response to a member’s letter, there was a discussion about the

use of the hall to support public demonstrations and events in the
City Centre. It was generally agreed that whilst the Society wished
to be proactive, it should only back campaigns that are directly
linked to the objectives of the Society and promoting Secularism.
Other matters can be supported by a group of members who can
hire the Hall for meetings.
Ÿ Anu Kapur, the Kapur and Bhumbra families, Christine Keen &

Hamish Whiteley were all thanked for the hard work they had put
into making Anu’s Feast a success. It was emphasised that in the
interests of hygiene, the kitchen should to be treated as a work
space when used for catering. Unauthorised people should not be
allowed access.
Ÿ The latest figures show that total cost of the mini modernisation is

£92,500. Harry Perry presented a wish list of work that still needs to
be done around the hall. It was agreed that the list should be
prioritised and the work done as resources became available. The
Board’s top priorities were curtains and new upholstery for the
benches. Hamish Whiteley reported on the work he had done to
identify material and volunteers to carry out the work.
Ÿ It was agreed that a thermostatic valve should be on the radiator in

the Francis Ridley Hall and that Dyno-Rod undertake a drain
inspection
Ÿ There was also a discussion about fees and charges for the rent of

the hall and facilities. It was agreed that a surcharge of £5 for use of
kitchen should be made when catering was taking place. This
surcharge would not apply to light refreshments (cups of tea etc) . It
was agreed that there should be no surcharge for the use of the
audio visual equipment.
Ÿ A decision regarding the renaming of rooms was deferred owing to

lack of time.
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Leicester Secular Society Contacts
All can be reached by post via the Hall address

President - Gush Bhumbra
Tel: 0116 2717291 Email: gbhumbra@gmail.com
Chairperson - Anthony Matthew
Tel: 0116 2717291 Email: anthony.matthew@tiscali.co.uk
Membership Secretary/Treasurer - John Catt:
Tel: 01509 211468 Email: memsec@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Company Secretary - Kate Housden:
Tel: 07900 583306 Email: kmhousden@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Hall bookings/maintenance - Mike Burden:
Tel: 07722 782727 Email: secularhall@gmail.com
Events Coordinator - Harry Perry
Tel: 07795 097635 Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com
Secularist Editor - Ned Newitt:
Tel: 0116 2707076 Email: secularist@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Website and news - Frank Friedmann:
Tel: 07947 573951 Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Library and archives - Gillian Lighton:
Tel: 07989 122917 Email: gillianlighton@hotmail.com
Keyholders: Mike Burden, Harry Perry and Gillian Lighton are
keyholders for Secular Hall.
Audio-visual kit: Normally held by Mike Burden.
Leicester Secular Society
Registered Office: Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester LE1
1WB
Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

Dear Members
If you move or change your contact details, please update the
Membership Secretary. John Catt’s details are above.
Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.
Please note that the views and proposals expressed in this journal are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers
accept no liability for views expressed. As the journal of a Freethought organisation any
member’s views may be published subject to the usual constraints of avoiding libel,
occasional editing to fit the space available and intrinsic merit.
When writing please abstain from gratuitous bad language and avoid being
unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members! We express our thanks for nonSociety images sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and
education. Resolution is reduced to prevent onward commercial use. The contents may
be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol. An
acknowledgement of the source (for original material) would be appreciated - with a link
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deadlines

The copy deadline for the
next edition is 12 noon, on
Friday 31st January 2014.
We welcome new articles,
letters, jokes, poems, news,
cartoons, book reviews, etc.
Please send via the Hall or
email to Ned at the address in
the adjacent box.
Please include photos or
illustrations where you have
them. Aim to write less than
500 words, although longer
articles may be accepted if
appropriate. Please ensure
they are submitted well
ahead of the deadline If you
submit handwritten articles,
please give us enough time to
type your article into the
computer.
Ned Newitt (editor)

BOOK THE HALL
The Secular Hall can be booked
for morning, afternoon or
evening sessions. The hall can
now offer a fully equipped
kitchen, wi-fi and an accessible
toilet. The rates for booking are:
Large Hall - seats up to 75 or up
to 60 diners. Kitchen and multi
media facilities are available.
£30 per session, (£5 extra to use
the kitchen for catering)
Small meeting room - will seat
10 people. £10 per session.
Contact Mike Burden on 0116
2703335 to book or for more
more details.

