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Homophobia in Uganda hits donations to Humanist Schools

BEACONS OF TOLERANCE IN UGANDA UNDER THREAT
The Leicester Secular Society has
supported the Mustard Seed School
in Busota, Uganda. Founded by
Ugandan Humanists and run as
charities, it is one of a growing band
of Humanist Schools that are
inclusive and do not discriminate on
grounds of religion, social or ethnic
background.

Fall in Donations
According to Steve Hurd, of the
Uganda Humanist Schools Trust,
there has been a £20,000 fall in
donations since 2012. This coincides
with the press coverage given to the
passage of anti-gay legislation
through the Ugandan parliament. It
is clear that this may have
discouraged support for projects in
Uganda. At a time when illiberal
forces are taking hold in Ugandan
society, the Humanist schools say
they need all the support they can
get.

Inclusive
Over 1,500 students are now
educated in these schools and are
doing well. They stand as beacons of
t o l e r a n c e a n d i n c l u s i ve n e s s ,
providing equal opportunities for
girls and for the poorest members of
Ugandan society. As a result of the
scholarships provided by European
supporters, many single and double
orphans receive a good education.
Performance in national
examinations is good and the schools
are beginning to stand out among

schools in similarly impoverished During 2013, the Trust helped schools
rural areas.
refurbish their buildings with plaster
and paint, so the appearance of all the
Equipment
As a result of international sites has improved dramatically. They
Humanist support, the schools are still, however, works in progress.
As the numbers grow there is always
pressure for more learning materials of
all kinds, including materials for the
arts, music, drama and sport. The
Trust’s greatest challenge is to raise
money to provide additional hostel
space, especially for the boys, who feel
at
the moment that they have been
Two of the schools have purpose
built hostels for girl students, one forgotten.
has a medical centre which caters
The Uganda Humanist Schools Trust
both for the school and local helps a number of schools in Uganda
c o m m u n i t y. T h e U g a n d a working to offer liberal, humanist
Humanist Schools Trust has helped education to needy children.
two schools to buy and improve background. Find out more from:
www.ugandahumanistschoolstrust.org
land for sports fields.
have good stocks of books and
science equipment. They have
libraries computer and science
labs. They have also been provided
with clean water, improved toilets
and wash rooms, power supplies
and kitchens for school dinners.
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WHAT’S ON
at the
Secular Hall
Sunday 8th June, 7.00pm
The Singing Midwife. Julie Dawid, the ‘singing midwife’, plays songs
inspired by her profession, peppered with numerous funny anecdotes.
£6 on the door (concessions £4.50).

Sunday 15th June, 6.30pm
Positive money. Did you know that currently in the UK it is the banks
that create money not the government? Ian Tennant of the
campaigning group Positive Money presents the case for reforming the
money system to take this power away from the banks. .

Sunday 22nd June, 6.30pm
‘That’s Humanism’. Robert Ashby, Chair of the British Humanist
Association, presents the case for Humanism and explains the work of
the BHA in promoting it. Marking World Humanist Day 2014.

Sunday 29th June, 6.30pm
The women of Afghanistan. During a visit in 2013 Janey Moffat made a
short film of her experiences with the women of Afghanistan. She will
show her film and discuss the situation of Afghan women and the
outlook after foreign troop withdrawals this year.

Sunday 6th July, 6.30pm
Social housing past, present and future. Dr Tim Brown, head of De
Montfort University’s Centre for Comparative Housing Studies, reviews
the history of housing associations and social housing in the UK and
speculates about the future of the sector.

Sunday 13th July, 10.30am
The summer walk. Blow the cobwebs off with this energising walk
followed by the traditional pub lunch for those who want one. Watch
the Leicester Secularist and the Society website for details. All
welcome.

Sunday 13th July, 6.30pm
WADJDA. It started with a bicycle. Award-winning film of life for a
young girl in Saudi Arabia. Subtitles. Free entry.

Sunday 20th July, 6.30pm
Tony Benn and the tradition of British radicalism. Jad Adams, official
biographer of the late Tony Benn, will present this topic during which
we will pay tribute to Tony Benn, a lifetime honorary member of
Leicester Secular Society.

Sunday 27th July, 6.30pm
Oh! What a Lovely War. The film version of the famous satirical musical
about WWI. Directed by Richard Attenborough, the film contains songs
that epitomise the black humour of the troops and those left behind.
Our contribution to commemorating the start of the slaughter one
hundred years ago this week. Free entry.
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deadlines

The copy deadline for the next
edition is 12 noon, on Friday July
11th 2014.
We welcome new articles, letters,
jokes, poems, news, cartoons,
book reviews, etc. Please send via
the Hall or email to Ned at the
address in the adjacent box.
Please include photos or
illustrations where you have
them. Aim to write less than 500
words, although longer articles
may be accepted if appropriate.
Please ensure they are submitted
well ahead of the deadline. If you
submit handwritten articles,
please give us enough time to type
your article into the computer.
Ned Newitt (editor)

BOOK THE HALL
The Secular Hall can be booked for
morning, afternoon or evening
sessions. The hall offers a fully
equipped kitchen, wi-fi and an
accessible toilet.
The booking rates are:
Large Hall (the Gimson Room)
seats up to 75 or up to 60 diners.
Kitchen and multi media facilities
are available.
£30 per session, (£5 extra to use
the kitchen for catering)

Small meeting room (the
Harriet Law Room)
will seat 10 people. £12 per
session.
The times of the sessions are:
Morning: 9 - 1pm
Afternoon: 2 - 6pm
Evening: 6:30 - 9:30pm
Contact Mike Burden on 0116
2703335 to book or for more details.

from the
editor
LEICESTER

Sunday Assembly... What the..?
As an infant I had been inoculated
against ceremonies happening on
Sunday mornings. I had been
dragged along to churches by my
mum and sent to Sunday School, a
joyless, boring experience, as well. So
it is not surprising that when I first
heard about the Sunday Assembly
movement my initial reaction of
scepticism was motivated by a longheld fear that it might replicate that
early childhood torture.
I went to a workshop with Allan
Hayes, Gush and Amarjit Bhumbra,
armed with a carapace of suspicion
and within the space of a few minutes
found myself nodding in agreement
and really enjoying myself.
The couple of stand-up comedians,
Sanderson Jones and Pippa Evans,
who ran the workshop are the people
who, almost by accident, started the
Sunday Assembly Movement. We
learned, very quickly, that the whole
idea was to keep the meetings of
Sunday Assembly
strictly time
limited and moving at a smart pace.
The meetings should have movement
in them, such as clapping a rhythm,
and popular songs to sing. What?
Clapping? Surely this would make us
look like a bunch of happy clappy
low church religionists...? Well,
actually No! There is no reason why
communal clapping should remain
the property of fundamentalist
religionists, like the Jesus Army.
Likewise the Sunday Assembly
Movement is reclaiming the words
"Service" and "Congregation" from
the religionists. Congregation just
means a gathering of people: there is
no reason why the word should

exclusively carry religion with its
use.
We get someone who has a message
to give to talk, for no more than ten
minutes. One such was from
Malcolm Hunter of Leicester Friends
of the Earth. His short account of
environmental issues should have
opened a few eyes and ears to the
world wide problems we face – and
the necessity of doing something to
avoid damaging our planet.
Singing; usually we sing popular,
religion-free songs. Of course some
pop songs have religious lines, or
allusions. In these cases we follow the
example of the Secular Hymn Book of
over a century ago, when the good
tunes were kept, but the words were
changed: just as members of the
Industrial Workers of the World
would sing anti clerical words to the
tunes that were played by the
Salvation army in the early years of
the twentieth century: many by Joe
Hill.
We might have a game, have a short
period of contemplation, another
song, shaking hands with a
neighbour who you do not already
know.
Finally, a simple meal together. So far
Amarjit Bhumbra has provided a
tasty veg curry and rice for all to
share. We cannot expect her to
organise this EVERY month! So we
need some volunteers to step forward
to organise other fare. In fact we need
to share the tasks around organising
the Monthly Sunday Assemblies in
Leicester so as to make them an even
more inclusive secular family event.

Our Richard?
The High Court ruling over
Richard III’s remains has been
welcomed in the City. It is not just a
question of getting one over the
shadowy Yorkist Plantagenet
Alliance, it is also about celebrating
the skills of our local archeologists.
However, one of the benefits of the
Reformation was the ending of the
dubious trade in holy relics. The 39
articles, which defined the
Anglican Church in 1563, state that
the "The Romish doctrine concerning
purgatory, pardons, worshipping and
adoration, as well of images as of
relics...is a fond thing vainly invented,
and grounded upon no warranty of
Scripture, but rather repugnant to the
Word of GOD."
These relics were considered to
more valuable than precious
stones. They often claimed to have
supernatural curative powers on
pilgrims. We all know that Richard
the Third was not a saint, but his
bones in the C21st have all the
power of holy relics - attracting
tourists to make the pilgrimages to
Leicester and blessing the City with
their money. Whilst tourism is not a
decent substitute for a solid
manufacturing base, it is
understandable why there has been
such fierce competition for
Richard’s bones.
There is a current of opinion which
is very critical of burying a Catholic
monarch in an Anglican cathedral.
They believe that King Richard
should have the right to a Catholic
Requiem Mass. It could therefore
be argued that a Secular burial
would therefore be the fairest way
forward.
However, would Secularists really
feel happy celebrating the life of a
Medieval despot and alleged child
murder? Better left to the Bishop.

Michael Gerard
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AS I PLEASE

Hamish Whiteley
AS I PLEASE

I've been away to Portugal, and
while there I visited the CCB
(Centro Cultural de Belem) on the
edge of Lisbon. It was from Belem
that Portuguese sailors centuries
ago set out to sail into an unknown
world and the fact is marked by a
particularly large and rather ugly
monument. The CCB is well worth
a visit though, and while we were
there they happened to be showing
a large exhibition of Poster Art that my sister and I, along with
entitled O Consumo Feliz (Happy millions of others, were forced to
Consumption).
adopt.
The work consisted of poster art
work from the London based James
Hawarth & Co advertising agency
from 1900 to 1980, and it was
amazing how many of the images
were familiar. Quite extraordinary
too to see the brushwork and pencil
lines, and in some cases pencilled
questions or comments in the
Most interesting of all though were
margins.
the examples of original posters
connected with the Spanish Civil
war, and good to see that artists who
made their living making
commercial images, were quick to
devote their talents to the cause.
Important to remember too that the
cause was a democratic and secular
one, violently opposed by the

The poster above, which shows a
miner lumped together with a
business man marked 'black
market' a sinister gent labelled
'whispering campaign' and an
industrial saboteur carries the
pencilled question underneath 'Is
this Cartoon Unfair?' I should say it
was.
I was struck too by the many images
of children from the 1950's, and
marvelled at how much they must
have driven the clothes and 'look'

Catholic church.
By chance there were many more of
these images on show in a book
brought along by Lee Solomon for
his talk about Jack Jones.
And driving along behind a Eon van
when I got home I noticed an official
sticker on the back 'This vehicle is
limited to 70 m.p.h.' Have the speed
limits for the rest of us been relaxed
while I was away?
An interesting but somewhat
worrying article in the New Scientist
'Losing our religion: Your guide to a
godless future' (30 April 2014 by
Graham Lawton). He charts the
slow decline in the numbers of
people in many parts of the world
who are involved in religious
observance, and the increase in the
numbers describing themselves as
without religion. So far, so good one
might think. The reason for these
changes however seems to be much
less to do with people thinking
carefully about the issues and
coming to a rational conclusion, and
much more to do with people
simply becoming less interested in
religion per se.
So we might face a future at the
society here, where the numbers of
religious people in the city continue
to decline, and yet the numbers of
people actively supporting
secularism do not increase as a
consequence.
This makes me
wonder if we should spend less time
banging on about religion, and more
time on the political and social
aspects of our cause.
We are for a removal of religious
privilege in the affairs of the state.
And that's where we should focus
our energies.

Leicester Secularist
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Ned Newitt

The Witch Report
The belief in witchcraft was probably stronger in
Leicestershire in the C17th than it is in present day
Nigeria. If children died, crops failed and villages fell
into starvation, it was easy to blame witches. It was
not confined to superstitious peasants. In fact the
accusers of the local women executed for witchcraft
were then very important people.

Nine Witches Executed
In July 1616, nine witches of Husbands Bosworth
were executed on the same day. They were implicated
in the ‘bewitching’ of the grandson of Erasmus Smith,
the Lord of the Manor of Bosworth.
Women were brought in by the family of the boy to
effect a cure for epilepsy. John Smyth had "dyvars
wonderful straunge fyts," where he exhibited inhuman
strength so that he could not be held down and where
he would beat himself, administering anywhere from
fifty to three hundred blows to his body. Smyth was
miraculously unhurt by these efforts.The women
exorcised the spirits tormenting the soul of the
unfortunate child. However they failed to perform a
cure and as a result were summarily hauled off to
Leicester to be tried for witchcraft and subsequently
hanged.
Six More Arrests
This purge of witchery in Husbands Bosworth
however, was not the end to the matter. In October of
the same year a further 6 witches were brought to
Leicester for inquisition by the Mayor, the justices
and a doctor. Later that year, they were sentenced to
hang, but they were reprieved by King James I. He
had heard about the case while he was travelling
through Leicester and had the boy brought to him so
he could question him. Smith confessed that he
feigned the fits because he liked the attention. Five of
the women were released, but the sixth had already
died in prison.
Ben Johnson
King James publicly condemned the judges who
presided over the trials and he gave permission for
the playwright, Ben Johnson, to write about them.
The play was titled The Devil is an Ass. This resulted in
other judges becoming wary of accusations of
witchcraft without corroboration, especially when
the complainants were children.
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A contemporary sketch of three other women accused:
Anne Baker, Joan Willimot & Ellen Greene.

The Witches of Belvoir Castle
Despite the reprieve of the women from Husbands
Bosworth, a further three women were killed in 1619.
This was a result of accusations made by Francis
Manners, the sixth Earl of Rutland that they were
witches. Two years earlier at Belvoir Castle, Francis
Manners and his countess became ill with serious
vomiting and convulsions. This followed soon after
the early death of their sons, Henry and Francis. The
Earl was convinced this was a result of witchcraft.
Atheist
Joan, Margaret and Philippa Flowers were 'known to
be herbal healers.' They became servants at Belvoir
Castle with the Earl and Countess of Rutland when
additional staff were needed for a visit by King
James. Joan Flowers was described by her
neighbours as ‘monstrous and malicious.’ She was
an unkempt woman, with sunken eyes, who
allegedly boasted of her atheism, consorted with
familiar spirits, and made curses.

Confessed to Witchcraft
After they were sacked, the three servants were
identified as witches by their employer. Joan and her
daughters her Philippa and Margaret were arrested
and taken to Lincoln for questioning. Joan died in
custody and her daughters ‘confessed’ and were
condemned to death. Margaret and Philippa were
hanged in Lincoln castle on 11 March 1619.
Sources: thiswasLeicestershire.co.uk, Briscoe, J. Potter; Andrews
(Editor), William. "Witchcraft In Leicestershire" Kirsten C. Uszkalo
Witches in Early Modern England

Ned Newitt

Freedom of Thought and Nigerian Witchhunts
On 27th April, Bob Churchill spoke on behalf of the
International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU)
This is the worldwide union of Humanist, atheist and
secular organisations.
It participates as an NGO at the UN Human Rights
Council, the Council of Europe and publishes the
annual Freedom of Thought report on discrimination
against the non-religious around the world. As a result,
it is able to influence international law and the human
rights framework.

Witch-hunts in Nigeria
Bob spoke in detail about the campaign against
witchcraft in Cross River State, Nigeria. A renowned
pastor “Lady Apostle” Helen Ukpabio of the Liberty
Gospel Church has promoted the belief that children
can be witches. She has led a crusade called ‘Witches
on the Run.’ Belief in witchcraft is very strong in the
area. Vulnerable people particularly children are
targeted and abused in the name of sorcery. The
activities of pentecostal churches and pastors have
been linked to the persecution of child witches in the
region. Efforts to bring these evangelists to book have
so far proved ineffective.
Child Abuse
There is now significant evidence linking her church to
horrific cases of child abuse in this region. In 2009 and
2010, she unsuccessfully sued child rights groups
working to protect such children and sent her
supporters to beat up human rights activist – Leo Igwe –
when he organised a conference to raise awareness of
these abuses. Aside from preaching about the existence
of child witches in her churches, Ukpabio has also
produced a number of books and Nollywood films on
this issue.

Bob Churchill at the Secular Hall

Posters from Nigeria

In one of her books, ‘Unveiling The Mysteries of
Witchcraft’, she states that: “If a child under the age of two
screams in the night, cries and is always feverish with
deteriorating health he or she is a servant of Satan.”
Unfortunately, such health symptoms are common in
Southern Nigeria, which has high rates of malaria and
other health problems. Cases documented include ones
where children have had a hot irons placed on them, oil
poured over them or have been forced to drink
dangerous concoctions in order to drive the
“witchcraft” out. Some cases have led to the death of
innocent children.
The theme ‘That Witch Must Die’ is inspired by the
Biblical injunction in Exodus 22.18 which says ‘Suffer

not a witch to live’. So, the Christian connection to this
modern day witch hunt is very evident.

Deported
In April, thanks to the work of IHEU and others, Helen
Ukpabio was deported from the UK by the British
government. It was deemed that her presence in the
country was a risk to youngsters. She was in the UK on
tour to promote her belief in witchcraft and offer help
to those ‘under threat’ from the wizardry.

Leicester Secularist

7

Ned Newitt

Free Expression on the EU At The Secular Hall
The hustings for the European meetings was a lively
and well attended event at the Secular Hall. With the
exception of UKIP, all the major political parties were
represented.
Unfortunately for the speakers, none of them were to
be elected on the following Thursday. UKIP gave no
reason for failing to turn up, so maybe they knew that
Leicester was not going to be one of their strongholds.
(In the City, they only got 18% of the vote, this
compared to 33% across the East Midlands.)
One of the interesting issues that emerged during the
debate was the conflict between the secrecy of the E.U.
Council and the Freedom of Information practised in
Sweden. Unlock Democracy who co-hosted the event
had given the speakers a specific brief to talk on the
subject “How Democratic is the European Union.”
For this reason they can therefore be forgiven for
failing to mention the new guidelines on protecting
free speech that have just been published by the
Council of the European Union.
These new guidelines seek to give special attention to
six different important areas. Among them, is, for
instance, to combat violence, persecution, harassment
and intimidation of individuals including journalists
and others in the media. They note that freedom of
opinion and expression can only be limited in strictly
prescribed circumstances. The guidelines observe that
restricting freedom of opinion and expression,

Although UKIP have said they will target Leicester in next
year’s local elections, their representative did not turn up
to the hustings at the Secular Hall.

"solely in order to protect notions such as religions, cultures,
schools of thought, ideologies or political doctrines is not
permitted by international human rights law.”
As with the guidelines on freedom of religion or belief
adopted by the Council just under a year ago, the EU
recommends the repealing of blasphemy laws around
the world, noting that, blasphemy laws
"are often applied so as to persecute, mistreat or intimidate
persons belonging to religious or other minorities and they
can have a serious inhibiting effect on freedom of expression
and on freedom of religion or belief".
However, the guidelines make no mention of the fact
that laws against blasphemy still exist in a number of
EU member states, such as Denmark, Germany,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Malta, the Netherlands and
Poland.
The guidelines also deal with the interception and
collection of personal data on the internet. They
specify that the interception and collection of personal
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data should be:
based on the rule of law, subject to independent, effective
and domestic oversight mechanisms and uphold obligations
under international human rights law, including the
principles of proportionality and necessity.’
They also specify that there should be:
‘action at the international level to develop best practices
and respect for human rights with regard to the export of
technologies that could be used for surveillance or
censorship by authoritarian regimes’.
It will remain to be seen how these guidelines will be
implemented, but it remains hard for the EU
successfully to preach certain behaviours when its
own Member States have at best a patchy record in

Wilf Gaunt

Education, Education, Education
Should the Labour and Liberal parties be seeking a
killer policy to boost their anti-Conservative agenda;
while, at the same time, appealing to the mothering
instincts of female voters; then they need look no
further than the poor educational and job prospects of
the 50% of our children who fail to make it into
university.
Training
Our current educational goals are dominated by the
demands of academia; but academia shows only an
academic interest in the fate of those who do not meet
their exacting standards. Complaints by prospective
employers, about the lack of suitably qualified and
skilled applicants in those occupations not covered
by university curricula, grow ever louder as we
approach the aftermaths of economic downturns: a
situation that is indicative of the fact that there is no
equivalent provision of planned training regimes for
the non-academic half of our population similar to
those put in place for students working towards
degrees.
Yet, as every mother with more than one child knows,
the fate of every one of their offspring is of equal concern
to them, whatever that child’s intellectual or physical
ability may be.
Recognised Certificate
Since our governments take it upon themselves to
control the process of children’s education, it is
incumbent upon them to lay down the comprehensive,
inclusive goal of providing each and every child, upon
completion of their stay in the education system, at
whatever intellectual level, with a recognised certificate
of competence in a trade, profession or calling
commensurate with their respective abilities. This
would enable everybody to be able to support
themselves and their families without being a
continuous burden on state welfare. Such an outcome
would endow all the population, high and low, with a
higher sense of well being, self worth, and
empowerment. To this end, academia should not be the
sole arbiter of educational outcomes.

A True Living Wage
These measures could only succeed if employers were
required to pay a true, laid down, living wage: varying
upwards according to the level of competence which the
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employee has achieved. A 100% fully skilled workforce
would be attractive to worthwhile employers; while
requiring living wages to be paid would narrow the
wealth gap. Pension, Health Service, and National
Insurance stoppages from wages should be doubled by
employer contributions, and administered separately
by government appointed agencies to guard against
their improper dispersal by private companies and the
State’s exchequer. These imposts on employers would
be a form of taxation which they could not avoid by
registering their businesses in tax havens.
Plutocrats
In the current world of international plutocrats who
can, and are allowed to by current government policy,
control our economy to their advantage and our
detriment, our national governments should take on
the role within the worldwide trading sphere that our
former trades-union leaders performed at the national
level. Politicians are elected to represent the voters’
interests, not those of the international plutocratic
fraternity: which has shown itself more than able to
fend for itself, while having no national loyalties.

Mahatma Gandhi
1869 - 1948
Tr a i n e d i n l a w a t Lo n d o n ' s I n n e r Te m p l e
character controversial but gentle.
Pre-eminent leader of Indian nationalism
South Africa his civil rights baptism.
Employing non violent disobedience
avoiding a capital offence.
Eventually back to Indian shores
disembling British tax laws.
Most Muslims support British rule
favoring the parochial school.
Gandhi's religious pluralism
not enjoying favouritism.
Self rule, independence achieved.
In forty seven the British relieved.
The Raj and its demise
enjoyed by most British eyes.
Dont bite off more than you can chew
though religious pluralism is my view.
I think Gandhi was just great
He's my particular au fait.
John Bishop

Gush Bhumbra presenting his report to Secular Society
members

Half Yearly Report to Members
Reports were given to the members meeting in May,
from the Board of Leicester Secular Society. It was a
positive and good humoured meeting. Many of the
issues contained in the reports have already been
featured in these pages.
More bookings

Secular Hall,Sunday 13th July, 6.30pm
The plot centres on Wadjda, an 11-year-old Saudi girl living in
the capital Riyadh. She dreams of owning the green bicycle
that she passes in a store every day on her way to school. She
wants to race against her friend Abdullah, a boy from the
neighbourhood, but riding bikes is frowned upon for girls and
Wadjda's mother refuses to buy one for her daughter. She
signs on for her school's Koran recitation competition as a
way to raise the remaining funds.
The director Haifaa Al-Mansour is a first female director in
Saudi Arabia and the film took five years to make. She spent
most of the time trying to get financial backing and filming
permission, since she insisted on filming in Saudi Arabia.
Wadjda was filmed on the streets of Riyadh, which often
made it necessary for the director to work from the back of a
van, as she could not publicly mix with the men in the crew.
Often, she could only communicate via walkie-talkie and had
to watch the actors on a monitor. Unfortunately, she won't be
able to watch her film at her local theatre, since cinemas are
banned in Saudia Arabia.

Anthony Matthew (chair) reported that there had been
a very significant upturn in bookings for the hall. This
was a result of the new facilities. The modernisation
working party continues in existence and its priority is
further work on the Harriet Law room. These two
rooms are let out to various organisations and are an
important part of the Society's income.
Charitable Status
There was some discussion around the funding of the
mini-modernisation. It was pointed out that since the
Society is not a charity, it was not eligible for many
sources of grants. The issue of charitable status, was
the only real controversy at the meeting.
Shop fronts
It has been hoped to get a grant from the City Council to
improve the shop fronts on Humberstone Gate and the
Society has had an encouraging response from the City
Mayor. Though, nothing is definite so far.

How democratic is the EU?

Events and Lectures

Gush Bhumbra (president) reported on the progress
that the Sunday Assembly was making and showed a
video of its proceedings. There was also a discussion
about getting the right balance between paid for/ticket
events and the usual free lectures. Some events, like the
comedy festival and Burns Night had been a sell out.
Harry Perry will be in charge of the programme for
Sunday meetings up till the end of 2014. Hamish
Whiteley and Anu Kapur will take on that
responsibility from him.
There are currently 173 Secular Society members.

Leicester Secularist
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Geoff Gay

Lyn Hurst

Alliances for democracy & socialism

L a b o u r : T h e To r y Tr o j a n H o r s e

Last Autumn, after 20 years' Labour Party membership
including the 12 years from 1999 to 2011 as a Charnwood
Borough councillor, I decided to resign from the Labour
Party to join and be active in Left Unity, a new broadlybased socialist party formally constituted as recently as
the end of November 2013.

Why is Ned Newitt defending the indefensible? (Article in
Mays issue re council tax) If he had read it through after
writing it he would have seen the glaringly obvious, ie
Labour is nothing more than a Tory Trojan horse, full of
spineless reformists, without any politics or principles, at
least the original Trojan horse was full of heroes, this one is
full of traitors.

Our political discourse is dominated by the right, by
which I mean the forces which are in business to preserve
capitalism for the capitalist class. The right have to lie in
order to win votes: if the Tories told the truth that they are
on the side of a small minority, they would never be in
government.
The fact is that most of our population is politically poorly
educated (because that state of affairs suits capitalism),
and so, particularly at times of difficulty and (justified)
disillusion, they are prey to the lies of the Tories and
particularly to the simplistic non-solutions of the likes of
UKIP. All this makes the concept of a broad democratic
alliance objectively more relevant than ever.
But the blanket condemnation of all those who choose to
work in the Labour Party is also simplistic and counterproductive to achieving the necessary alliance. The way
forward must be to develop the alliance through mass
action as opposed to individual gestures. Thatcher's Poll
Tax was defeated through an alliance of the large
numbers of people adversely affected. But the Tories and
the right learnt from this that they needed to divide in
order to rule : get ordinary people on your side by setting
up scapegoats - immigrants, people on benefits, people in
social accommodation which is allegedly too big for them
: the outcry against the Bedroom Tax has largely fizzled
out because it only affects a small number of people.
I support the view that the Labour Party has, in general,
betrayed the mass of ordinary people.(And I supported
that view for most of my time as a Labour member). But I
also think that a major reason for this is Labour's
obsession with winning an outright majority under our
totally outmoded voting system. Even when I first
became involved in politics nearly 50 years ago, I was
moving towards an understanding that radical extension
of democracy and steps towards socialism were two sides
of the same coin. As well as electoral reform, we need an
elected upper house, an end to the artificial
confrontational mode of the House of Commons and a
written constitution.
On May 11th, 55 people attended the LSS/Unlock
Democracy meeting. I have considerable political
disagreements with some of those with whom I am
working closely in Unlock Democracy, but again, it is a
matter of building alliances, not of denigrating everyone
who does not support a pure, unadulterated version of
socialism.
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Why put yourself forward to the citizens of Leicester? If all
you can do is roll over at every hurdle. “When cowards
cringe, and traitors sneer we'll keep the red flag flying
here.” Well there will be no red flag over Leicester, there's
not one person left to raise it, they are all cowards now!
Their plea “Please don't harass us”.
“These are the times that try men's souls”, (Tom Paine)
don't they know what's going on out here in “the realm of
reality”. People are under attack, child benefits, disabled
benefits, single parents, and a bedroom tax, and the rest of
us later you can be sure. Its time to draw a line in the sand,
stand up and deliver what you promised the electorate, I
am assuming that the Labour councillors consider
themselves to be Socialists, I have no way of knowing this
for sure.
57 years ago my own father, Len Hurst a Labour
councillor, had the party whip withdrawn, and was
removed as chair of other committees, for refusing to raise
council house rents, actions described by the Mercury
editorial as, “Execution on Tower Hill”. So here we are 57
years later, and there is not one Labour councillor willing
to stand up for the people of the city, not one with the
gumption to stand and be counted, to face the
consequences of fighting for their political beliefs, to
recognise that it is time to leave this Labour Party, for
clearly as its described by Ned, it is totally moribund, and
politically bankrupt.
Ned is probably right, if you fight back there will be
consequences, well face them, many before us faced worse
and never folded, who knows you may feel some pride.
Do they want to look back from the future, and say it was
on my watch when every gain from past struggles, by
good people who suffered to build “Jerusalem”, was
rolled back by such politically repulsive and vile
characters as Gove, Pickles and Haigh.
Fight back now or step aside and we will see if Ned was
right when he wrote, “Arguments about councillors losing
their alleged perks, and privileges are simply irrelevant”.
Alleged? Ross Longhursts call for a boycott wouldn't be
happening if councillors played their part. I say all this as
one of “those last remnants of the sectarian left”, not a
phrase I have heard before, I presume it's an internal
Labour maxim, used to ease their consciences when ever
they hear the clarion call for Socialism, but I fear Ned’s
reformist views have moved him so far to the right he will
hear none of this.

Mark Lucas

Muffins In May
O, the month of May, the merry month of May,
So frolic, so gay, and so green, so green, so green!
Thomas Dekker (1572 1632
This glorious green gay month of May is a time for
frolics and fun. Winter is over and once more Spring
is sprung. A time for renewal and for the cycle of life to
turn again. In the Good Old Days when sport was
sport and business was business May also signified
the end of the Footballing Calendar. The FA Cup, The
Champions Cup, The League Title and so on ad
nauseam was finally at an end. There was peace and
there was serenity for three glorious non footballing
months.
May is the time of year when intrepid cyclists begin
to don their summer uniform. Shorts and tee shirts
are now de rigeur . Up hill and down dale one spies
the multi varied species of Homo cyclis clad in a
Darwinian profusion of lycra colours and styles with
appurtenances and protuberances in all the right, and
sometime wrong, places. Bells a dinging and gears a
clanging all over this land and throughout the
highways and byways of our Continental Comrades
is sighted this numerous breed.
Competing with the magnificent display of the cyclist
during the first 2 weeks of May is another species of
anthropoid attired in highviz flourescence: the
Pilgrim. May 13th is of course "Their Lady of Fatima
Day" and consequently thousands upon thousands of
pilgrims arduously make their way to the Shrine
where the miracle of the apparition of Maria took
place in 1917. As God is their Guide these devout
pilgrims hardly need any earthly or material
assistance as they doggedly slog their way hundreds
of miles on foot to the very spot where Their Lady
appeared. But just as Their Lord forsook his only
begotten son so he may also be remiss in forsaking the
provision of all manner of meals, snacks and
nourishment, both hot and cold, not to mention liquid
refreshment whether chilled or simply au naturel.
One of the providers of wayside assistance to the
weary of leg and limb (a kind of Religious RAC) is
that peculiar organization known as the Sovereign
Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of
Rhodes and of Malta, otherwise known as the Order
Of Malta. This ancient Order headed by its Grand

Master in Rome, sets up wayside Service Stations
along the pilgrim routes offering lotions to soothe
tired feet and doling out refreshments in the form of
water, juices, fruit and muffins. Indeed this
generosity of spirit is, incredibly, even extended to
Secular Bike riding Persons from places as far distant
as Leicester, U.K. Is it due to the similarity of the
yellow uniform? Or do they detect behind the pink
Leicester visage and sweating Knighton brow a hint,
or a whiff, of uniformity of purpose in this
celebration of life on 2 wheels?
Whatever their motivation this Chivalrous Order
with their free godly yet yummy cakes gave strength
to a courageous band of the Fraternity of Cycling
Secularists to live another day to fight the good fight
against all manner of apparitions in the sky.

New Ways to Deliver the Secularist

The distribution manager of of the Secularist (an intrepid
Bicycularist) prepares for the first aerial delivery of the
Leicester Secularist. You can save him the trouble by getting
the online edition.
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Creationism's Curricular-Corrupting Circumventions
Back in March, I lazily utilised the British Humanist
Association's template letter for communicating with
my MP on the Government's apparent obliviousness
and/or lack of concern about the increasing number of
state-funded schools contravening the national science
curriculum. This letter referred to three publicised
instances of the compromised teaching of evolution
through the indoctrinatory promotion of young earth
creationism: the redaction of questions on examination
papers 'for religious reasons'; the abuse of the scheme to
provide state funding for early years' places by
independent schools found to be teaching unacceptable
pseudoscientific/homophobic/misogynistic viewpoints; and The Council for Learning Outside the
Classroom (CLOtC)'s awarding of its 'Quality Badge' to
a creationist zoo, thereby endorsing its suitability for
school trips.

Discrimination
My MP's effortful reply included response from
Elizabeth Truss, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
for Education and Childcare.
Of course, my
(Conservative) MP has numerous (religious)
constituents who send their children to faith schools.
Yet I still frown at the hackneyed diplomacy of a
statement I find nevertheless problematic: 'I do support
the right of faith schools to teach and raise their students
according to their own beliefs' and am driven to ask, Why?
Is it not this kind of religion-appeasing stance that
perpetuates the discriminatory admission policies of
many faith schools? Employers are rightly not
permitted to base selection for appointment on a job
candidate's religion. Why, then, do we continue to
select children for a school place based on the
(sometimes affected) faith of their parents? Northern
Ireland demonstrates all too familiarly how divisive
school education leads to intransigence and societal
sectarianism.

Redaction
Truss informed that Ofqual has written to awarding
organisations addressing the redaction of examination
questions; however, its letter
is not completely
reassuring. Where redaction has occurred, is a followup investigation underway as to what is and is not being
taught in the classroom toward the relevant exam
questions? Are the individuals responsible for the
redactions to be investigated and disciplined? Written
assurance from relevant schools is all well and good, but
will separate further inspections take place in order to
ensure that they are delivering the national curriculum?
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Ned Newitt
It would seem that schools zealous enough to resort to
censoring exam papers are unlikely to alter what they
want to teach/inculcate, but may resort to other
measures to circumvent assessment materials.
Furthermore, will Ofqual make public the names of
those other schools contravening its stipulations? This
would be important information for parents; and also
serve as deterrent to any schools seeking to disregard
Ofqual.

Pseudoscientific Ethos
Further to the consultation on statutory guidance for
local authorities concerning the allocation of state
funding for early years' places, as provided to
independent schools which would ordinarily not
receive such funding, are revelations regarding the
inspection of some such schools. A pseudoscientific
ethos is being encouraged by inspectors promoting
creationist and religiously-extreme views. There is a
serious disparity here: these apparently rogue
inspectors are working on behalf of independent
inspectorate bodies, despite those bodies supposedly
being approved by, and accountable to, Ofsted. Ofsted
continued overleaf

is thus apparently failing to ensure these inspectorates
properly fulfil their remits – and consequently failing to
hold independent schools to account. This argues for
greater stringency in procedural appointment to these
inspectorates, such that individuals with a conflict of
interest – eg, those of a creationist or extremistsympathetic background – are prevented from serving
in them.

Creationism In Schools
Elizabeth Truss recently said in Parliament, 'The
Government's policy is that evolution should be taught
in schools as an essential element of a rigorous scientific
education; teaching creationism as science is
incompatible with the delivery of a broad and balanced
curriculum.' The issue of the creationist zoo is thus
problematic. The CLOtC may be independent of
Government, but this does not render it unaccountable.
That it awards its 'Quality Badge' (a scheme set up by the
Department for Children, Schools and Families) to a
pseudoscience-based enterprise begs questions
concerning the motivation and/or judgement of CLOtC
members. However, though Government has no sway
over the CLOtC, it does have influence over the
educational activities of schools which are accountable
to Government. A zoo may be free to make its resources
available to whomever, but this does not grant schools
licence to flout a science curriculum that excludes
creationism and intelligent design as '… incompatible
with the delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum.'
Thus, the motives of schools taking pupils on school
trips to pseudoscientific enterprises such as creationist
zoos are questionable.

schools is encouraging. But Ofsted and local authorities
need to ensure appointed inspectorates/inspectors are
also thoroughly vetted for potential conflicts of interest
which potentially engender biases or oversights; and
inspections should be tightened to prevent system
abuse by loophole-exploiting religious opportunists
from promoting pseudoscientific and/or extreme
beliefs in schools. Any school – state or independent –
actively exerting a religious worldview for overriding
scientific evidence-based education should certainly
not receive state funding.

Songs You Love
Our amazingly talented members Chris Lloyd
(what a voice!) and Keith Buck (virtuoso guitar!)
provided a wonderful evening's entertainment on
4th May with songs including the Eagles numbers:

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon

A Rounded Education?
My MP also opined: 'Religious sensitivities are very
important, but they must not obstruct a young person's right
to a rounded education.' Doubtless, in most schools, they
don't, necessarily.
But 'religious sensitivities' –
purposefully catered for by other facilities – should not
be deemed so important that they justify overriding the
human rights of children. Not irrelevant here is
Leicester's own state-funded Madani Schools
Federation, recently found to have been displaying a
poster declaring 'Music is Haraam' and 'a tool of
Shaytan (Satan)'. Actively denying children the life
enrichment to be had from music is hardly conducive to
a 'rounded education.' Such stultifying activity must
not go unchallenged for the sake of sensitivities;
otherwise we are complicit in allowing ridiculous
doctrine to flourish, lest we offend.

No State Funding
Other recent consultation towards increased rigour in
countering pseudoscientific and/or extremist
tendencies in independent schools, academies and free

Heart of the Matter, Meet Me on the Corner, Tequila
Sunrise and Taking it Easy; plus Crosby, Stills and Nash
favourites:
Teach Your Children and Marrakesh
Express; Rocket Man by Elton John; Misty by Nina
Simone; Come She Will by Simon and Garfunkle;
Masquerade by George Benson; Calypso and Country
Roads by John Denver; and the unforgettable Port of
Amsterdam.
Harry Perry
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Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester
Secular Society. Please note that the views and proposals expressed in
this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the
Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers accept no liability for
views expressed. As the journal of a Freethought organisation any
member’s views may be published subject to the usual constraints of
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express our thanks for non-Society images sourced under the fair use
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reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright
symbol. An acknowledgement of the source (for original material)
would be appreciated - with a link to the Society website.
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OUR HISTORY

ITEMS FROM THE SECULAR SOCIETY’S PAST

Researched and edited by Ned Newitt

SECULARISM AND WORLD PEACE
Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 4th October 1879

At the last annual meeting of the Leicester auxiliary of
the Workmen's Peace Association, a suggestion was
made that the clergy and ministers of the town should
be asked to preach a sermon in advocacy of peace
principles without reference to party politics. The
proposal was accepted, and circulars sent to all the
ministers in Leicester. As the following reports will
show, several accepted the invitation.
Councillor Gimson, in an address entitled "War and
how to avoid it," delivered in the Lecture-room of the
Temperance Hall on Sunday night, said war was an
earthly means to obtain an earthly object and therefore
Secularists considered man could not call upon a
Providence to aid him in it. The present method of
nations standing in an attitude of armed defence each
towards the other, involved in times of peace, an
enormous cost of life and material wealth and was one
of the most barbarous features of the age. If it could be
shown this condition could be dispensed with, it was
the duty of all legislation to make for peace. (Hear, hear.)
In courts of appeal, to which we take our disputes, we
enjoyed a greater sense of security of property than if
we had to maintain it by physical powers. They did not
recur to the latter mode of protecting property as
individuals, but did it as a nation. But unless the nation
did something towards placing the countries of the
civilised world in obedience to a common law, the
nineteenth century would not take a high position in
the far future of morals or politics. The present relations
between nations were not only immoral and impolitic,
but ineffective and humiliating in their outcome as
viewed by our common sense.
Mr. Gimson, quoting from a pamphlet by Mr. Richard.
M.P., described the old system of settling disputes by
trial of combat, and the private wars between the
representatives of the nobility. He showed how there
was no difference between these petty wars and the
large ones between nations, upon which we looked so
complacently. Mr. Gimson then read Victor Hugo's
peroration on the subject, prophesying that the whole
of Europe would some day be united, as the provinces
of France were at the present day. This concluded amid
loud applause. A short discussion took place at the
close.
(Josiah Gimson was a founder of Leicester Secular Society)

