WHAT’S ON
at the
Secular Hall
Sunday 28th Sept
11.00am Sunday Assembly .Mass launch of Sunday
Assemblies all over the world on the same day.

6.30 pm Infidel Feminism
As part of ‘Everybody’s Reading Week’ Dr Laura
Schwartz of Warwick University speaks on her book
about non-religious women who campaigned for
women’s rights in the 19th century.

Sun 5th Oct 6.30pm Poetry, set to music
Merle Gering (poems) and Michael Gerard (music) team
up to entertain in this quirky gig reflecting the full
gamut of human experience.

Sunday 12th Oct 11.00am
11.00 am Sunday Assembly
6.30pm Headstrong Meeting All welcome to bring
ideas and questions for friendly informal debate.

Saturday 18th October, 7pm Anu’s Feast
Make this your Saturday night out! Doors open 7pm,
meal served 7.30pm; Annie Williamson and Hamish
Whiteley entertain; bar. £12 (£10 concessions*) Booking
essential. Phone Mike on 0116 270 3335.

Sunday 19th Oct, 6.30pm
Making Use Of Social Media. John Coster, of Citizen’s
Eye, shows how to use social media like Facebook and
Twitter to the full. Live and interactive!

Sunday 26th October, 6.30pm
Peter Tatchell -Organised religion is the greatest global
threat to human rights. Leading campaigner Peter
Tatchell gives this major presentation which will include
a review of anti-gay laws in many countries.

Sunday 2nd November, 6.30pm
Animal rights. Kerry Ann Sedgewick of Leicester Animal
Rights will argue that we must widen the concept of
‘human’ rights to apply to animals too.

Sunday 9th November
11.00am Sunday Assembly
6.30pm WW1: Was it a Good Thing? Open University
historian Chris Williams, reviews the arguments for and
against World War One and asks which ones are valid.

Sunday 16th November, 6.30pm
The Normalisation of Pornography. Dr Heather
Brunskell-Adams of UoL will examine the way in which
sexualised imagery has become the norm in our culture
and media over the last two decades.
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Failing Faith Schools
Despite its easy access to religion, the Samworth Enterprise Academy is the
only City Secondary school to fail to make serious academic progress this
year. Its GCSE results were a disaster with the number of students with 5
Grades A-C including maths and English falling to 25%, with overall 5
Grades A-C in any subject a mere 31%, This compares with figures around
the 80% mark in Local Authority maintained Community Secondary
schools.

The Head Resigns
Although the principal, Pat Dubas, has resigned, the school remains
under the control of its two main sponsors: the Church of England and
David Samworth, the maker of Ginster pasties. The Samworth Academy
cost around £20m to build. The taxpayers contributed £17m, the Academy
Trust £2m, the Church of England £443,000 and the City Council £400,000.
(this came from the sale of the the Southfields Infant School and Newry
Junior School) However, financial backing is not reflected in the make up
of the schools governing body. Chaired by Richard Brucciani (the well
known friend of Secularism), up to 10 of the governors are nominated by
the sponsors, whilst there are 3 parent governors and one elected by the
staff and one from the City Council. Two of the governors are members of
the Clergy, The only politician is a Harborough Conservative Councillor.

Failure
According to Pete Flack, of the NUT, it is about time for the for the sponsors
of the Samworth Academy to look seriously at their own failure in
developing strategies to tackle disadvantage. He said: “Samworth is a
problem. It is really sad for the students and their families – that is the only
area of the city where this kind of under-achievement is taking place.”He
believes that what is most worrying is the lack of achievement across the
wider curriculum. To him this suggest that students did not have the quality,
broad and balanced education they were entitled to. He said a collaborative
approach where schools work with the local authority is successful, but
believed setting up an academy was not a recipe for school improvements.

Sir David Samworth
The Samworth family is thought to be worth £490m and since retiring from
his successful business, Sir David Samworth, has become the proud owner
of three academies: Samworth Enterprise Academy, Samworth Chuch
Academy (which is situated in the old Sherwood Hall School buildings), and
Nottingham University Samworth Academy (erected on the site of the
existing William Sharp School in Bilborough).
David Samworth is well-connected in Tory industrialist circles and is a
member of the secretive pressure group known as the Midlands Industrial
Council. This a group of wealthy businessmen, set up to oppose Clement
Atlee’s nationalisation plans which now helps to fund the Conservative
Party. According to the Sunday Times, they are one of the Party's 'most
important financial backers'. As well as the Conservative Party they have
also funded the Taxpayers Alliance and individual Conservative
parliamentary candidates. The group is chaired by Robert Edmiston,
founder of Christian Vision. Between April 16, 2003, and March 14, 2006, the
Conservative Party received 52 donations from the MIC totalling £968,690.
However, they have recently been talking to Nigel Farage.

from the
editor
The Faith
Schools Myth
A myth has been busted. The exam
debacle at the Samworth Academy
has shown that faith schools do not
necessarily offer a better
education. The shambles at Falcons
Primary shows that they are not
better run than local authority
schools.
When the old Mary Linwood also
failed get good exam results, it was
placed in special measures and
eventually closed down. The hope
was that a new school run by
private enterprise and the Church
of England (but funded by the
taxpayer) would get better results.
It has not proved to be the case.
If these had been local authority
schools they would have had their
governors removed and would
have been put under the control of
Whitehall. Unfortunately they are
already largely under the control of
central Government.
We believe that the DfE should
now ask Leicester City Council to
take over the Samworth Academy
and run it as a Community school.
We also believe that a place of
worship should not be in the
centre of a school and should be
removed.
The faith ethos simply does not
enable pupils to excel in their
studies. Better exam results have
often been the result of careful
selection by faith schools.
England's faith state schools are on
average failing to mirror their local
communities by shunning the
poorest pupils in their area.
Unusually, this is not the case at the
Samworth Academy. However, the
temptation will be for the new
head to improve exam results by
being more selective.

Leicester Secularist
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Thought For The Commute - A BHA Campaign
The British Humanist Association has just
launched a new campaign called Thought for the
Commute.
Despite the number of people identifying as
non-religious, we rarely hear explicitly
humanist or non-religious perspectives on
contemporary ethical and moral issues are
rarely heard in the media. This is despite the
fact that non religious people are now in the
majority.
Thought for the Day, on BBC Radio 4 is the prime
example where Humanists and the nonreligious are deliberately excluded.
The BHA campaign is designed to show how
Humanists and the non-religious have played
an important role in shaping our laws and in
championing human rights and a fairer society.
Thought for the Commute, presents four
humanist perspectives on one of life’s biggest
questions: “What’s it all for?” The campaign
encourages everyone, whether religious or
non-religious, to reflect on what helps create
meaning in their own lives.
A generous donation has allowed for posters
featuring quotes and reflections from
prominent and historic British humanists to be
placed in 100 locations on the London
Underground from 22 September until 5
October.
Local groups are being encouraged to think of
ways to extend the reach of this campaign. The
posters (right) are available to download, so
they can be used locally.
The BHA is keen to see them put up in trains,
buses, libraries and other public places. During
the period of 22 Sept - 5 Oct, the BHA is using
social media to communicate the messages
even wider. On Twitter it is using the hashtag
#humanist and will be posting about the
campaign at 7:50 each morning with a humanist
perspective. On Facebook, they will do the
same and encourage our supporters to
contribute their own thoughts.
Visit the website to find out more.
www.TFTC.today
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AS I PLEASE

Hamish Whiteley

AS I PLEASE
I had to resign from the Board as I
am moving house and have a
mountain of stuff to sort out. We
were meant to move in August but
things are dragging on and on.
What on earth takes solicitors and
the banks and building societies so
long?
Scotland
I hear that in Scotland they have a
much more efficient and
altogether better system which we
have been reluctant to adopt here
in England.
Talking of Scotland (which
everyone is) I thought it was
marvellous to hear Jan Robertson's
passionate speech in favour of the
Ye s c a m p a i g n a t o u r o w n
referendum debate. Whether one
agreed with her or not, it was
refreshing to hear some real
passion in the hall! Interesting that
religion and religious privilege
was hardly mentioned by any of
the speakers or anyone from the
floor. The Scottish Secular Society
support independence though.
And following the vote after our
referendum debate, so do we.

Ebola and God
I'm not heartless, and so of course I
sympathise with anyone who
catches a nasty illness and Ebola
seems nastier than most. What
though, is one to make of the case
of the two American missionaries
Nancy Writebol and Dr. Kent
Brantly who were flown home,
given the finest possible treatment
as well as the experimental drug
ZMapp, and then described their
cure as the work of god. "I don't
think there is anything special about
me that made God save my life,"
Brantly told NBC News in an

interview, "I survived. That is not to
say that for everybody else who died
God was absent." Isn't it depressing
that a doctor can utter such
nonsense? Was god absent when
they caught the disease in the first
place? What about the hundreds
of poor African sufferers, dying not
because god is present or absent,
but because they have no access to
the necessary medical treatment.

is in his nineties and finds coming
to meetings from Stamford very
difficult but is kept in touch with
the society through The Secularist.
I reminded me, as if one needs
reminding, how important it is to
keep this publication going.
Whatever else we do, we must keep
The Secularist going out to
Stamford every month.
continued from page 1

Putting My Foot In It
A leaking shower head at home
caused me to stand on our toilet lid
in an attempt to effect a repair.
However the lid then broke,
leaving me with my foot wedged
down the pan. Very funny. So, off to
B&Q for a replacement, which I
then spent a dismal half hour fixing
in place. Once in place I opened the
lid only to find a label with
SN.:KV01031-2014-W14-1464092201 written upon it, and
which I was unable to properly
remove. Why are so many of the
things we buy plastered with awful
sticky labels with either the price or
a long string of meaningless
numbers? Why don't the vendors
remove them before they sell
them? It's not a secular issue of
course, but it's bloody exasperating
all the same.
Stamford Secularist
Erica helps look after my mother in
her care home and her husband
Alan is my postman, and two nicer
people one couldn't meet. At a
little party at their house I had the
great pleasure of meeting David
Grove, Erica's step-father, a society
member and I'm embarrassed to
relate, a fan of this column. David

Leicester To Get
More Free Schools
There are two more
applications from religious
groups to open free schools in
Leicester. These would start
after September 2015. The
applications are for the Sakina
School for Girls, a muslim
school and the Sathya Sai
School. This is for followers of
Sai Baba, an Indian Guru.

British Humanist Association
This information is in response
to a Freedom of Information
request submitted by the British
Humanist Association.
The DfEhas
published the
names, locations and religions of
all 105 groups applying to set up
Free Schools as part of the
seventh wave of Free School
proposals which includes 29
religious groups. This means
that for the first time the DfE has
published the identities of Free
School applicants prior to
deciding which it wishes to back
to open. The BHA has long been
campaigning for this
information to be published at
such a formative stage.
Leicester Secularist
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The Referendum Debate

Ned Newitt

Jan Robertson

All the passion of the Scottish
referendum debate came to
Leicester on September 7th. In a
packed hall,

John Hoffman

George Ballantyne

Scott Lewis
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Jan Robertson argued
passionately for a yes vote, whilst
John Hoffman argued against the
excesses of nationalism. Scott
Lewis presented the view that it
would make no difference one way
or the other. George Ballentyne
made his presence felt in the chair
with some very entertaining
observations. Although the
audience at the Secular Hall voted
yes, the Scottish people failed to
follow the lead of the Leicester
Secularists.
Scottish Secular Society
In Scotland, many leading Roman
Catholics campaigned for a yes
vote and the SNP pledged to
constitutionally protect
denominational schools. T he
Scottish Secular Society also
campaigned for a yes vote arguing
that::
None of the bishops sitting on this
particularly ornate front bench
include members of churches we are
familiar with in Scotland. No Catholic

Church bishops whose members are also
denied access to the throne; no Church of
Scotland ministers which is
Presbyterian and has no bishops and
certainly no Imams, Rabbis or Muftis.
Not even churches in Wales and
Northern Ireland can join this pious old
boys’ club as their churches are not
‘established’. Woven into the fabric of
this theocracy is a ‘Minister for Faith’,
the Rt Hon Eric Pickles, appointed by
the Tory and LibDem coalition, and a
Monarch (the Queen) who is the
Supreme Governor and Defender of the
Faith.
That faith is the established Church of
England. Not only is democracy now
within Scotland’s grasp, so is a secular
constitution that would protect all faiths
and none, without fear or favour.
Freedom of religion: and freedom from it.
The Bishop of West Lothian?
David Cameron has now signalled
an intention to stop Scottish MPs
voting on English matters in the
House of Commons. However, there
has been a silence about bishops in
the House of Lords. The easiest way
of dealing with the ‘Upper’ West
Lothian question is simply to
remove the English bishops.

Gush Bhumbra

Religious, Non-religious and Legal Marriages
Whether you agree with my assertion that
marriage is a social institution evolved by
humanity over the millennia or not, we need to
take a closer look at marriage to properly decide
what to do about it.
As far as religions go they seem to want to take
ownership of the institution of marriage and this is
why we have had the absurd statements, particularly
from the Christian and Muslim lobby, that same sex
marriages are somehow impossible as their God is
against it. Fortunately, we as a society have clearly
gotten over that point and now we must decide what
is next.

Unfair
Clearly, the religious have a right to marry according
to their faith and that is to be welcomed. But so do the
non-religious and they, and in fact the majority of
religious groups, are currently discriminated against.
As a secularist, I have to say it is grossly unfair that
only the Jewish, Quaker, and Anglican communities
can perform their own legally recognised marriages.
Why are all other communities required to perform
two ceremonies with the added expense and
inconvenience?

Children

self-funding as all couples would need to pay for
the attendance of the registrar. On the plus side
any venue would be suitable according to the
registrars discretion and so would do away with
the need to license premises as currently
necessary.
2 Any community group can perform marriages
Obviously named individuals from the
community groups would have to be trained to
the required standard (for the communities’ own
purposes and for legal purposes), but beyond that
all properly constituted community groups
should be able to perform legally binding
marriages. We would have to ensure that the
groups have elections for leaders, nondiscriminatory constitutions, and are properly
accounting for funds (perhaps by requiring
charitable status) as a minimum.

Marriage should be something that the state sanctions
and allows its citizens to benefit from (inheritance
rights, tax benefits, custody rights over children’s
welfare etc). But we also have to acquire the type of
benefits that the religious communities offer
following a religious wedding. The social support for
couples and families, and the pressure to remain
together so that minor problems within a family do
not lead to unnecessary dissolutions and harm to
children, being the most important.

Criteria

Some Solutions

In either case we must enforce certain criteria:

Two possibilities come to mind:
1 All marriages to require state registrar to be
present
This would make a level playing field but would
take away rights that the privileged religions have
been used to. This would mean employing more
council employees but of course they would be

Ÿ Equality for all marriage participants (regardless

of race, gender, disability, religious affiliation or
not, or other legally discriminatory difference)
Ÿ Meeting legal threshold (checking for previous

marriages, identity checks, using a prescribed
form of words, etc).
Ÿ Social support for the married partners.

Leicester Secularist
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Should the Secular Society obtain Charitable Status?

Charitable Purposes
To be a charity an organisation must have objects
that fall within the descriptions of purposes in the
Charities Act and are for the public benefit.
The 13 descriptions of purposes listed in the
Charities Act are:
(a) the prevention or relief of poverty;
(b) the advancement of education;
(c) the advancement of religion;
(d) the advancement of health or the saving of lives;
(e)the advancement of citizenship or community
development;
(f) the advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or
science;
(g) the advancement of amateur sport;
(h) the advancement of human rights, conflict
resolution or reconciliation or the promotion of
religious or racial harmony or equality and diversity;
(i) the advancement of environmental protection or
improvement;
(j) the relief of those in need, by reason of youth, age,
ill-health, disability, financial hardship or other
disadvantage;
(k) the advancement of animal welfare;
(l) the promotion of the efficiency of the armed forces
of the Crown, or of the efficiency of the police, fire and
rescue services or ambulance services;
(m) any other purposes currently recognised as
charitable or which can be recognised as charitable by
analogy to, or within the spirit of, purposes falling
within (a) to (l) or any other purpose recognised as
charitable under the law of England and Wales.

Qualifying
The Society might qualify under the headings of :
(b) the advancement of education;
(c) the advancement of religion ; [which under
equalities legislation includes belief]
(e) the advancement of citizenship or community
development;
(f) the advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or
science;
(h) the advancement of human rights, conflict
resolution or reconciliation or the promotion of
religious or racial harmony or equality and diversity

Secular Hall might qualify under all of the above
heading but in particular (f) which covers building
preservation.
There is no reason why a new charity covering both
the Society and the preservation of Secular Hall
should not be formed. Charity Law would provide as
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John Catt

much protection for the building (probably more)
than the current arrangements.

European Human Rights Act
A Purpose under which the Society might apply for
charitable status (c) the advancement of religion may
raise some eyebrows. However, for the purposes of
the law, under the European Human Rights Act
religion = religion and belief. The BHA has set a
precedent and its objects have been accepted as
charitable. These are:
The advancement of Humanism, namely a nonreligious ethical lifestance the essential elements of
which are a commitment to human wellbeing and a
reliance on reason, experience and a naturalistic view of
the world.
The advancement of education and in particular the
study of and the dissemination of knowledge about
Humanism and about the arts and science as they
relate to Humanism.
The promotion of equality and non-discrimination and
the protection of human rights as defined in
international instruments to which the United
Kingdom is party, in each case in particular as relates
to religion and belief.
The promotion of understanding between people
holding religious and non-religious beliefs so as to
advance harmonious cooperation in society.

Objectives
I'd suggest that these are compatible with the LSS
objectives (although the Charity Commission would
almost certainly require some amendments after
negotiation):
3.1 To campaign for the separation of state and
religion and against religious privilege.
3.2 To promote the rights of freedom of belief and
expression for all those who accord the same rights
to others.
3.3 To promote rational enquiry in all fields of
knowledge based on the conviction that there are
no gods or any other supernatural entities.
3.4 To work for the elimination of human misery,
injustice, poverty and ignorance in the
world.
3.5 To promote social values, rules and laws centred
on long-term human welfare so as to achieve an
integrated civil society that guarantees equal human
rights and worth to all.

continued

Reasons to Reject Charitable Status - Lyn Hurst

Do More, Say Less

3.6 To oppose any structures,
obstructions or pressures that
interfere with the above, whether
deriving from the state, religion
or any other source and to work “Chilling effect” as voluntary
with others to do so where organisations fear for their future if
appropriate.
they dare to speak out.
3.7 To conserve the Society's Taking charitable status may, or
heritage and to encourage more may not bring some financial
individuals to be involved in its benefits in the short term, but it is
conservation.
certain that once signed up there is
3.8 To provide information,
education and training related to
all the above for members and
public, for schools, and for any
other body.

no going back, ever, even if we
received a financial gain that
enabled more modernisation to the
building, once done we may have a
good building that we can no
3.9 To provide social and longer us in the way it has been
e n t e r t a i n m e n t e v e n t s f o r used over the past 133yrs.
members and public.
We will be restricted and shackled
3.10 To acquire or continue to forever.
hold with or without valuable
The Society’s founding policy of a
consideration any legal and
free and open platform will be
equitable estate or interest in
under
threat from the charity
land, any personal property and
any rights, actions or privileges commissioners, who will be able to
w h i c h t h e C o m p a n y m a y dictate what we can, and can't do,
think necessary for the promotion say, campaign or propagandise for.
of its objects and to erect,
build, manufacture, improve,
m a n a g e , c o n s t r u c t , r e p a i r,
conserve,
maintain, renovate,
alter or develop any real or
personal property.
Conway Hall Ethical Society

Conway Hall Ethical Society is a
registered charity and a similar
body to LSS (running a building
which is the home of an ethical
society advocating secular
humanism while being a member
of the International Humanist and
Ethical Union) with charitable
objectives stated as being

If we work with or for the City or
County council we will be legally
bound never to criticise them.
We have had association with the
Records Office and Museum, and
who knows what opportunities
may arise in the future.
There is a cost, and work to
running a charity, now and forever.

As other members have pointed
out, our critics, religious or
reactionaries who don't like our
rationalist, or equality principles,
will be able to continually take
complaints about us to the charity
commission, a situation that is
“The study and dissemination of m o s t l i k e l y l e a d t o ” s e l f
ethical principles; the cultivation of a censorship”.
rational and humane way of life; and
To be a charity an organisation
the advancement of research and
would have to stop its non
education in relevant fields”.
charitable activity.

Promoters of charitable status will
need to consider carefully if
becoming a charity will severely
restrict their planned activities,
some will say not, but I say it's a
risk that must not be taken, there is
no going back!
If you think it will restrict the LSS,
then charitable status is not right
for this organisation.
“more needs to be done to limit political
campaigning and charities need to
concentrate more on helping directly
those in need”, - John Waite BBC
Radio 4, Wednesday July 23rd,
17,30. This is true if you are a
charity, I say this is not the role, or
the future of Leicester Secular
Society.

BOOK
THE HALL
Lyn Hurst
The Secular Hall can be booked for
morning, afternoon or evening
sessions. The hall offers a fully
equipped kitchen, wi-fi and an
accessible toilet.
The booking rates are:
Large Hall (the Gimson
Room) seats up to 75 or up to
60 diners. Kitchen and multi
media facilities are available.
£30 per session, (£5 extra to
use the kitchen for catering)

Small meeting room (the
Harriet Law Room)
will seat 10 people. £12 per
session.
The times of the sessions are:
Morning: 9 - 1pm
Afternoon: 2 - 6pm
Evening: 6:30 - 9:30pm
Contact Mike Burden on 0116
2703335 to book or for more
details.

Leicester Secularist
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Anthony Matthew

Remembrance Day
In Leicester Town Hall Square there
is a memorial to the soldiers who
died in the Boer War, 1899-1902,
listing the names of officers and men.
The war memorial in Victoria Park
erected after the First World War
does not give the names of the much
larger number of local men who died
in that war but the cemeteries built in
France by the Imperial War Graves
Commission aimed to give an
individual grave for each body. At
the Thiepval memorial the names of
72,000 soldiers who died at the battle
of the Somme are inscribed and there
are many other memorials recording
the names of the dead.
This attitude towards the casualties
of war was something new. There are
few memorials to the Crimean War
and they do not list any names.
Nelson was a casualty of the battle of
Trafalgar but Nelson's Column was
built to celebrate the victory not to
commemorate his death and there is
no mention there of the many other
sailors who died in that battle. The
memorials listing names were a
public recognition that there is more
to war than victory.

Glorious Dead?
Nevertheless, the attitude expressed
by the many memorials erected
across the country is not of regret for
the slaughter. The Cenotaph in
Whitehall has an inscription 'The
Glorious Dead' when photographs
of the conflict show men blown up in
trenches, blinded by gas or falling to
machine gun fire as they struggle
through barbed wire, none of which
is at all glorious. Many died more
slowly from wounds or gangrene
and others lived on, with limbs
missing or even part of their faces.
There are no lists of the glorious
maimed.

anniversary of the armistice of 1918,
or the closest Sunday, there is a
ceremony at many war memorials
attended by civic dignitaries and at
the Cenotaph by the Queen or her
representative together with
political leaders. There is a party of
veterans from various conflicts
organised by the British Legion and
often a contingent of serving
military personnel. Representatives
of the various Christian churches
and possibly of other religions too
take part.

Martyrs or Cannon Fodder?
It can be a moving occasion, but the
question is in what way we are being
moved. The clergy present speak of
those who gave their lives while in
reality there were many whose lives
were taken but few who gave them.
Some soldiers and other forces
j o i n e d u p w i l l i n g l y, o t h e r s
unwillingly, and many somewhere
in between but almost all hoped to
survive the war. They put up with
the risk of death as best they could
but few set out to die in the way that
Japanese kamikaze pilots did or as
Taliban suicide bombers have done
more recently. Indeed, we do not
generally admire such cases as
heroism but are instead appalled by
the fanaticism that it expresses.

Another word commonly applied to
these deaths, in the speeches and
inscribed on the stones, is 'sacrifice'.
This is a concept much older than
Christianity and it might be thought
that it is being used in its original
pre-Christian sense, where the gods
must be persuaded to grant victory
by means of the death of victims,
especially those that we hold dear. In
the world wars of the twentieth
century the gods would have been
well pleased by the deaths of
E v e r y 1 1 t h N o v e m b e r , t h e millions. However, that is not what
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the clergy wish to imply. The idea is
that these deaths were self-sacrifice:
men were not slaughtered by the
generals who drove them into the
barbed wire but they themselves
chose to suffer death as if they were
Christian martyrs - a complete
falsification of reality.
As well as how the deaths are
represented, there is the question of
who is being represented by the
official parties on Remembrance Day.
The losses spread across the entire
country and included all classes but a
collection of clergy is not needed to
represent the country as a whole. The
suggestion that all these dead went to
a better place is one that many do not
believe and anyway is offensive in
suggesting that in some way the
deaths were a good thing. It is the role
of the Queen and political leaders, or
in local ceremonies the mayors or
other civic leaders, to represent the
people as a whole, not divided up
into religious factions. Religious
leaders have significance in their
own communities but have no place
in a public event.

The Military & Civilians
The main objection to Remembrance
Day ceremonies is though the place
of the armed forces. They parade

Remembrance Day (continued)

Town Hall Square, Leicester, Amistice Day 1926
with flags and uniforms as if they had
come to a celebration at which
civilians are mere spectators. The
memorials indeed list only the names
of military dead and refer to local
regiments. In the South African war
there were of course civilian deaths
but they were not here in Britain. In
the First World War some civilians
died in Zeppelin raids and others at
sea when ships were sunk. There were
accidents in munitions factories and
among those who contributed to the
war effort by working in the mines as
well as nurses closer to the front lines.
In the Second World War, civilian
casualties were more numerous
because of the blitz. In Europe and
across the other conflict zones the
proportion of civilian casualties was
very much greater, and not only by
enemy action – British and American
bombing killed a substantial number
of French. The implication of just
remembering the military dead is that
they were the benefactors and the
civilians are now giving their thanks.
The world wars in fact mobilised the
whole of society, some by joining the
armed forces, many in other ways –
including those who spoke up for
peace. The great majority of those
fighting were not separate from the

civilians but were in fact civilians
who had put on a uniform for the
duration.

Who Is Remembered?
Local memorials refer to local
regiments or contingents, national
monuments represent
British
forces and the cemeteries in
northern France include the
remains of soldiers from the
Commonwealth, and these are the
forces
with whom the British
public is encouraged to identify. In
fact in both world wars we relied on
the contributions made by France,
the United States and Russia. We
also raised substantial forces from
the Empire, in India, Africa and the
Caribbean, as did the French from
their empire. Their losses are just as
much worth commemorating as
those from our home towns,
especially as those colonial soldiers
were not defending their own
countries. The Leicester war
memorial declares that we were
fighting for freedom, but that was
British freedom, not Indian
freedom. Indeed, many of those
countries would soon after be
campaigning (or fighting in the
cases of Ireland and Poland at the
end of the First World War and

How

Algeria and Malaya after the second)
for independence from the European
countries that ruled them. Civilian
workers were imported too, such as
the Chinese Labour Corps who did
menial tasks in conditions of near
slavery and those who survived were
sent home at the end of the First
World War with no recognition for
their efforts. Not only should we
remember our wide range of allies
and supporters who suffered too, we
should take the further step and
remember also the deaths both
military and civilian on the other
side. The deaths in Hamburg or
Tokyo are just as much a cause for
sorrow as those in Coventry or
Leningrad. The young men called up
from Munich or Osaka were swept
up by forces beyond their power just
like the recruits from Manchester or
Minsk.
Only when the scope of
Remembrance Day is widened this
far to cover all who suffered can we
regard it as sincerely declaring
'Never again', rather than an exercise
in sanitising the horror of war.

Join the

Sunday
Assembly
Band

Come and join SA
Band.
democratic
is the EU?
Musicians and
singers are all
welcome.
Rehearsals will
take place every
Thursday 7pm at
the Secular Hall.
Leicester Secularist
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Wilf Gaunt

Proof
“Proof’ describes two different concepts: the one
generally understood and agreed by all; the other,
unacknowledged, being often misapplied as
equivalent to its twin.
The unacknowledged concept occurs in logic and
mathematics; where it is expressed by the word ‘Valid’.
Validity refers to an argument’s compliance with the
rules of a logical or mathematical formula; while
‘Proof’ refers to an outcome’s compliance with reality.
Professorial practitioners habitually extend the term
‘proof’, in its ‘valid’ sense, to the formula’s outcomes:
regarding such outcomes as having more credibility
than any reality, which might disabuse them of their
error. A formula’s validity is not a philosopher’s stone,
which can transform flawed concepts into gold
(Russell).
In 1987, Bryan Magee and Anthony Kenny of Balliol,
Oxford, discussed on TV the validity of St Anselm’s
argument to prove the existence of God. They could
find no fault with it; yet felt that something,
somewhere was wrong. They never examined the
tainted concept the formula was expected to ‘prove’.
Anselm’s proposition was flawed by his initial
presumption that imagined concepts necessarily
reflect reality (Pink Elephants?).
Therefore, any
outcome therefrom requires proof by comparison with
reality; and, since no possible god reveals itself to us,
proof in the matter is impossible of attainment
(Immanuel Kant).
Newton’s brilliant mathematical formula to calculate
the gravitational acceleration of objects towards each
other, gives no indication of the nature of the
motivational force involved; so, endowing matter with
the mysterious, autonomous property of ‘attraction’,
was probably garnered from Newton’s alchemical tool
box. This unexplained property was later adopted by
Faraday, who also added repulsion. When the
construct of the atom was worked out, these imagined
autonomous properties created an impossible
situation, which was ‘patched’ by dredging up from
nowhere the even more mysterious, completely
unattached, Strong Force’.
In quantum theory, the disappearance and later
reappearance of a moving electron is explained away
by supposing it has made two time shifts. The
definitive definition of time was laid down, circa 400
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CE, by St Augustine of
Hippo, now confirmed by
the Big Bang hypothesis, as
“Measuring the progress of
the Universe, from its
beginning to its end” (Boethius: “ The Consolation of
Philosophy”).
By Quantum theory, then, the
WHOLE, countless billions of light years across
universe, briefly fast forwards in its motion and
expansion, and then reverts back to its previous state,
at the behest of an electron!!! It rather puts the collie
bosch on parts of Einstein’s relativity hypothesis.
Einstein’s hypothesis was based on the observed
CONSTANT speed of light, at a time when the
mechanism within the atom for producing photons
was unknown. That all electrons have an equal
(constant) mass, suggests that an equal (constant)
force impulse (C) would be required in ALL instances
to produce a photon; while radiations moving at other
speeds, relative to us, would not react meaningfully
with our environment: hence dark matter.
Apart from brilliant and imaginative time-travel tales
on film and television, has anyone actually yet met
tourists from other eras (proof)?
Wilf (pedant extraordinaire)

Saturday 18th October, 7pm

ANU’S FEAST
You won’t regret making this your Saturday night out

Doors open 7pm, meal served 7.30pm
Annie Williamson & Hamish Whiteley entertain
licensed bar. £12 (£10 concessions*). Booking
essential. Phone Mike on 0116 270 3335.

LETTERS

War & Genetics

Eviscerate’ for Sally

Dear Secularist
Alec Jeffries has recently been awarded the world’s
oldest scientific prize, the Royal Society's Copley
Medal. Found by accident in 1984, 30 years ago, while
Sir Alec researched work at Leicester University,
DNA fingerprinting has revolutionised the way we
can track and trace our genetic ancestors.
In the 21st Century it has implications for a whole
range of uses which include medicine, our nature and
nurture in respect of future lives, living standards
and life expectancy. People are entitled to believe
what they believe. But in respect to our faith or lack of
it when more than 90 per cent of our DNA is shared
with chimpanzee monkeys isn’t it fair to say we are
the planet of the apes and that religion and faith can
be dangerous in terms of what a particular belief can
bring sometimes?
The world’s conflicts have not gone away. They are
very much with us like they were in the 20th Century.
If you, like me, hoped it would be about
reconciliation so far being reconciled simply isn’t
happening and religion and people are mostly to
blame. Through our genes we can trace that we are all
interrelated. Although some one might disagree that
they are not a distant relative of some sort in respect
of race, age and gender. But like it or not the
overwhelming evidence from being related can be
found in our family trees, our many removed cousins
and related spoken languages and written records
through the genetic analysis of human remains.
The sooner people throw humanitarian medicine at
each other in peace rather than arms in wars the
better. I probably won’t be very popular in saying this
to some but shouldn’t all religion be classified as
philosophy and philosophies only? While we all
sometimes search within our mind as to what our
place and purpose in the world should be, shouldn’t
it be about translation, interpretation and the
implementation of solutions to what our DNA is not
immune to like HIV, AID’s, cancer, malaria and other
illnesses and disorders?
Perhaps human nature has its sinister side but
ethicalness is the other part of the half chance our
genetic make up can provide.
Mark James, Leicester

“So”, she said, this speaker at the rally,the rally for
the walkers from Jarrow. The walkers plodding 300
miles from Jarrow to Parliament, trying to save the
NHS from Conservative Government’s attacks and
its pressure to privatise, privatise, privatise.
“So when a Labour Government is elected, ”she went on
“What has been done to the N.H.S should be eviscerated.”
What a wonderful word ‘eviscerated’. It isn’t often a
word like ‘eviscerated’ is used in a speech in our
Town Hall Square.
Eviscerated, disembowelled, pulling out the
disgusting putrid guts of privatisation and giving us,
the people, back our Health Service.
Free at the point of use, with enough staff to listen
and care.
Eviscerate, Eviscerate, Eviscerate!
Anna Cheetham

All Our Tomorrows
“And all our yesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death”...Folly without end.
Indoctrination makes men Devil’s tools:
Repeating errors they’ll not comprehend.
Hate’s passed on to each new generation,
Reproducing cancerous pedantry,
Reason choked by censor’s strangulation:
Deflecting men from all they’d like to be.
God’s not so mighty He still needs men’s sword:
We dare not ask the reason or the rhyme
Of men who claim to represent The Lord
And murder our “last syllable of time”.
Through “petty pace from day to day” in sorrow;
“Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow”.
Wilf Gaunt

Leicester
SECULARIST
The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon,
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Abdul Ghelleh writes on the Middle East crisis

J I H A D O R S I M P LY S H E E R T E R R O R ?
In the late 80s, the Muslim faith in Britain was seen as a
beautiful and exotic religion, with the Mosques almost
being part of the attraction sites in the British capital. In
those days, I saw retired American tourists who angled
from side to side for perfect pictures of Regent’s Park
Mosque while curiously wondering what would possibly
be inside that fascinating golden dome at the base of the
fine minaret. A decade later, the West’s relationship with
the Muslim religion has taken a dramatic turn for the
worse, reaching new heights after the 9/11 attacks on
America. A question to ponder upon perhaps is why did
the West and its relationship with the Muslim faith
deteriorate in a very short space of time?
While violent acts in the West can be classified as terrorism,
I am quite unsure of what to call the massive and violent
social upheaval that is taking place in the Muslim world,
particularly the Middle East. In fact what we’re witnessing
in the Arab world right now is a radical social
transformation in the form of Jihad. Without successfully
finding solutions to the current mayhem, what takes place
among the world’s 1.8 billion Muslim people is bound to
have an effect on all Muslims. And this particular Jihad
movement has other dimensions which of course include
acts of terrorism, small scale genocides and other human
rights abuses. Pockets of non-Arab societies – mainly in
Africa – are also experiencing similar crisis.

The response
Our response to deal with the new phenomena has so far
been disproportionate and inadequate in equal measure.
Scramble for fighter jets, panic among law enforcement
agencies and rush to introduce new legislation has been the
order of the day for Western authorities since September
11, 2001. Because of the lack of well informed knowledge to
the root cause of the problem, panic can be best described
in the actions taken so far by the Western governments.
Dave Cameron announced recently that new legislation
will be introduced to deal with the heightened threat of
home-grown extremism. Jihadists would be prosecuted
and passports of those travelling abroad to fight for Jihad
would be revoked. The Border Control Agency is on the
lookout for would-be Jihadists and surveillance is expected
to increase on Muslim communities, with schools and
universities topping the list.

IS Group
Unlike David Cameron’s assertions, I do not believe that
the IS group poses an immediate threat to Britain or
anywhere else outside of the Middle East. Is the prime
minister preparing the population for an upcoming
military action in the Middle East, I wonder? In fact what’s
happening in the Middle East at this stage is not about
preparations for attacks on the West. This isn’t IS’s priority
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right now. Local scores need to be settled first before Jihad
could be taken elsewhere. In fact the IS has plenty on its
hands at the moment and is busy with the capture of more
territory; perhaps it wants to expand into Saudi Arabia,
Jordan or Lebanon. What the Islamic State group is really
after is to become self reliant in terms of arms, equipment
and financial resources.

Control of Oil
One of IS’s primary goals is the control of the Middle East
oil installations, not only in Iraq and Syria but elsewhere in
the region too. Unlike Al Qaeda, IS is highly ambitious and
needs to run countries before expanding into international
terror campaigns. And there are signs of this already
happening. Don’t forget that IS is in competition in the
region with the West as it believes that the Arab and
Muslim resources are rightfully theirs. IS has already
made in-roads as far as to northern Nigeria where Boko
Haram declared a similar entity last week, the Nigeria’s
Caliphate State. A Caliphate in Africa? I see an Arab
signature here.
Only when frustrated by simultaneous attacks from the air
and on the ground and it starts to lose ground rather than
gain one may IS contemplate some sort of attempts to
launch terror attacks on Europe or the US. In the conflict
zones, some UK MPs were visiting the Kurdistan area of
Iraq last week, running regular commentary on British
television, with strong endorsement for the need to arm
the Peshmergas, the Kurdish militia. Many observers
believe that this is already taking place. It’s obvious that
the Kurds are soliciting for some sort of support from the
West in their bid for independence. But what really do we
know about Kurdish Iraq? Chatting with my local Kurdish
shopkeeper yesterday I was shocked to learn that actually
some groups in Kurdistan discreetly support the Islamic
State group.“In Halabja city, they put up the black flag of IS
in the night and they change to the Kurdistan flag in
morning”. This is true and you can find information more
from people in the city; nobody like Shia people in
Baghdad (sic), he told me.

Syria: ISIS or Assad?
Western government officials, including Philip
Hammond, the British foreign secretary, ruled out alliance
with Syria’s secular dictator, Bashar Al Assad. Why? I am
not in favour of the Assad regime but what are the
workable alternatives? Free Syria Army? FSA are an
exclusively Sunni group with many in rank and file having
sympathy for IS. Just wait until they get to Damascus. The
IS is fighting against Assad; actually they want to
overthrow him. And we have a choice: ISIS or Assad. Don’t
forget, the Kurds are majority Sunni too. Actually, it’s not
far off before the Kurds and the Sunnis Arabs forge
alliance against the Shia-led government in Baghdad.

As in the former USSR satellite states of Eastern Europe in
the late 80s, once you disturb an established system, you
must expect the unknown. Well, the Eastern Europeans
chose democracy and things moved well forward for them.
But as Islam runs Arab lives to the bone, their journey
appears to be through Jihad. Do we know which way they
are heading? Look no further than Egypt, Arab world’s
most sophisticated nation. In 2011, protesters overthrew
Hosni Mubarak, Egypt’s secular dictator. What followed
the temporary end to military rule in Egypt in June 2012
stunned the world: Islamists immediately took over in
what was free and fair elections, freezing Western leaders
in their seats. In fact it was the first time since Algeria ‘99
that Western leaders questioned – against their principles –
the possibility of a democratic process in the Arab world.

Western Jihadists
Western jihadists are using the conflict largely as a
platform to vent their anger on a system they perceive as
rejected them rather than sharing ideology with the Arab
Middle East populace which they understand very little
about. Most think that there would be smooth takeover of
what they believed to be an Islamic Caliphate, a place
which is more comfortable for them than in the English
Midlands and the lands of non-believers. But some have
already given up on ISIS and are being detained against
their will by the terror organisation.
Calls to prosecute anyone travelling to either Iraq or Syria
are counter-productive. Responsibility and better
governance must not be undermined. In this week’s
Guardian, referring to Jihadi John who beheaded the
American journalist, James Foley, Boris Johnson, the mayor
of London, stated: “someone to come along with a bunker
buster and kill the man, reported to be British, as fast as
possible (sic)”. These are the words of an irresponsible
individual rather than the words of a big city mayor who is
personally touched by the gruesome murder of the
helpless journalist. In fact such statements are adding fuel
to the carnage, convincing many young people both at
home and abroad that there would be no turning back and
hence resolves to harden their attitudes about Jihad.

Muslim leaders
When confronted for answers, Muslim leaders should
abandon their defensive positions and come forward to
contribute to the debate honestly and truthfully? These are
very serious issues which require scrutiny at all levels of
society. Underlying issues must also be understood and
addressed. I am not convinced that the bright twin Somali
sisters from Manchester chose Jihad in Syria rather than the
one in Somalia of their own accord or with a well thought
out plan. Who were the girls running from? Were they
escaping from their own parents, who perhaps, coerced
them in an arranged marriage?
Muslim Council of Britain and others who claim to
represent the Muslim community should say more. Just re-

iterating that the Muslim faith is a peaceful religion isn’t
enough. And we need more Muslim and Arab academics
to appear on national television news bulletins to air their
views. Equally, politicians should tone down the rhetoric
for the need for more legislation with more punishments
designed specifically for would-be Jihadists. We already
have enough laws to address the problem. But are we
using the right expertise? What are the differences
between the South Asian and Arab narratives when it
comes to modern Jihad? These scenarios need to be looked
at and tackled.

Trojan Horses
Meanwhile, let’s briefly revisit the Trojan horse saga and
what happened in the city of Birmingham earlier this
summer. Michael Gove, the then education secretary
swiftly drafted investigators to several schools in the city,
suspending the education and other activities of
hundreds of impressionable Muslim boys and girls. The
manner in which that action was taken by the
government, moving-in early morning without warning,
will have an impact on those children’s psyche for many
years to come. These children saw the government move
as war being declared on their community. Surely there
were other ways to find out wrongdoing without shutting
down school activities; and for that matter, without the
frenzied tabloid funfair which continues to this day.
And what happened to these kids and their parents after
returning to resume their studies? The children and their
parents in the city had to face the camera crews and
reporters outside school gates, filming and interrogating
them. One mother told Channel 4 News: “what is the point
of us trying to integrate; every time we do we’re somehow
told it is not good enough, or we’re not getting it right.
What happens when they (the children) go for a job, or try
to get work experience, and employers read that they’re
from one of these so-called extremist schools”?

Future Jihads
By the way, who are the Western Jihadis? Both sides of the
argument must be very careful as we know very little
about what a future Jihadi might look like. In fact he can be
called Richard Reed (remember the shoe bomber) in a
previous life or, as in the case of Douglas McArthur
McCain, he may have been brought up by an all American
family in the town of New Hope, Minneapolis. McCain
died in Syria recently while his best friend and classmate –
another all American Jihadist called Troy Kastigar – lost
his life in Mogadishu in 2009 while fighting for Al Shabab.
As I pulled the door handle to exit the shop, my local
Kurdish shop keeper whispered in a low voice: “I have
heard that thousands are going to Iraq and Syria from
destination across Europe; don’t believe the small
numbers that you hear from television news”. I halt the
step to listen a bit more about what he had to say. And he
adds: “do you know that ISIS has drones too”?

Leicester Secularist

15

Leicester Secular Society Contacts
All can be reached by post via the Hall address
President - Gush Bhumbra
Tel: 07966443097
gbhumbra@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Chairperson - Anthony Matthew
Tel: 0116 2703143
anthony.matthew@tiscali.co.uk
Membership Secretary/Treasurer - John Catt:
Tel: 01509 211468
memsec@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Company Secretary - Kate Housden:
Tel: 07900 583306
kmhousden@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Hall bookings/maintenance - Mike Burden:
Tel: 07722 782727 secularhall@gmail.com
Events Coordinator - Harry Perry
Tel: 07795 097635
harry.perry1@btinternet.com
Secularist Editor - Ned Newitt:
Tel: 0116 2707076
secularist@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Website and news - Frank Friedmann:
Tel: 07947 573951
web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Library and archives - Gillian Lighton:
Tel: 07989 122917 gillianlighton@hotmail.com
Keyholders: Mike Burden, Harry Perry and
Gillian Lighton
Audio-visual kit: Normally held by Mike Burden.
Leicester Secular Society
Registered Office: Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone
Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB
Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
LSS is a company limited by guarantee Reg. No. 06292639

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
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Gillian Lighton

OPEN DAY SUCCESS
Open Day seems to have come round extraordinarily quickly
this year! After a week of panic, having to bully our printers into
reprinting the exhibition banners (which had not survived the
year in storage well), there were no major problems on the day.
We put on the 'All Our Stories' exhibition again as there were a
number of people who had been unable to see it last year (we
promise something different in 2015). Fortunately the weather
was much better than last year so the second-hand book stall
was able to stay outside instead of sheltering in the garage.
Most people come to see the building and it was good to see
several members doing tours. Mike Burden is our most
experienced tour guide – one comment from an old member was
'I came for a bit of nostalgia and I was really surprised to find that the
Hall is such an incredibly fascinating building'.
The exhibition consists mainly of 10 banners covering the
history of the Society from the beginning up to the year 2000. We
tried to provide variety and include pieces about ordinary
members, not just well known historical figures, so it was nice to
hear a couple of people comment on their 'favourite' bits!
An interview with Louie Croxtall (now aged 100) played in a
corner throughout the day. Just one snippet - when she came to
live at the Hall at the age of 17 she had to go out for a bath – at the
cost of 6d at the Vestry Street baths. We have reprinted Sydney
Gimson's 'Reminiscences' and these went quickly. Our cards
also sold quite well this year.
One of the best things about Open Day is the opportunity to talk
with visitors. Providing refreshments helps with this and is a
feature which people appreciate. Discussions were mostly
amicable but a couple were rather heated – which is as it should
be. For me, this year's most interesting visitor was a gentleman
in his late 80s who used to come to the Hall when he was about
five years old and is one of the Capenerhurst family, who were
members from the very early years of the Society. And he has a
photograph album…And where did he hear about Open Day?
From a leaflet in Clarendon Park launderette – which shows the
value of scattering flyers around your local newsagents, cafes
and anywhere else you can think of.
At the end of the afternoon we played our film about the Society
in Wartime again. We can't quite match the facilities at the
Phoenix so it did not have the impact of previous showings.
Nevertheless, one person wrote to me 'I expected to be educated but
was entertained, shocked, amused and moved, as I am sure others
were'.
Around 110 people came through the doors and we hope that a
few will return. The Day did not have quite the 'buzz' of last
year but was still well worth the effort. It isn't a money making
event, but together with the takings from the evening lecture we
made a profit of about £85 in addition to book sales of £68.60.
Thanks to Mike, John, Bessie, Sue, Alan, Terry, Jean, Anu, Kate
and Matt for all their help in ensuring the day went
comparatively smoothly.

