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Report reveals that admissions to faith schools are:

AN UNHOLY MESS
Virtually all religiously selective
state schools in England are
breaking the law. As a result,
hundreds of thousands of children
may have been unlawfully denied
access to ‘faith’ schools in England.

discriminating on the basis of
race or gender. Concerns were
also raised about discrimination
on the grounds of sexual
orientation and socio-economic
status.

This is the conclusion of a report by Ÿ Most schools did not give
sufficient priority to looked after
the Fair Admissions Campaign
and previously looked after
which shows that almost all of these
children–often
discriminating in
schools are failing to comply with the
unlawful ways against those who
School Admissions Code.
were not of the faith of the school.
Ÿ Nearly every school was found to
have problems related to the Ÿ A quarter of schools were also
found to not be making clear how
clarity, fairness, and objectivity of
children with statements of
their admissions arrangements.
special
educational needs were
This included a lack of clarity
admitted.
about the required frequency of
religious worship and asking a Ÿ Almost 90% of schools were
religious leader to sign a form
found to be asking for
confirming religious observance,
information from parents that
but not specifying what kind of
they do not need. This included
observance is required.
asking parents to declare their
support for the school’s ethos..
Ÿ Almost one in five schools were
found to require practical or The report details the rulings of the
financial support to associated S c h o o l s A d j u d i c a t o r o n t h e
o r g a n i s a t i o n s – t h r o u g h admission arrangements of a sample
voluntary activities such as flower of schools. It found widespread
arranging and choir-singing in violations of the Code, confirming
churches.
the public concern about the way in
Ÿ Over a quarter of schools were which religious selection is carried
found to be religiously selecting out in ‘faith’ schools.
in ways not deemed acceptable The Fair Admissions Campaign
even by their own relevant wants all state-funded schools in
religious authorities.
England and Wales to be open
Ÿ A number of schools were found

equally to all children, without
to have broken the Equality Act by regard to religion or belief.

Leicester Premier at the Secular Hall

A Better Life
There is no God. Now what? If this is
the only life we have, how does that
affect how we live our lives, how we
treat each other, and cope with
death. These are the themes explored
in a new film by Chris Johnson.
In a fascinating documentary, he
delves into the meaning and joy of life
with 100 atheists including Richard
Dawkins, Dan Dennett, Steven Pinker,
Penn & Teller, Julia Sweeney, Alex
Honnold, Derren Brown, and more!
Chris Johnson, who is a New Yorkbased photographer and filmmaker
will be present for the film and
discussion. His photography has been
seen in various outlets, including The
New York Times.
He has spent the last three years
working on the book and film versions
of A Better Life, traveling across the
United States, Canada and the UK.

Inside: Eternal Damnation, Saudi Duplicity, Gilad Atzmon, Religion & the New Party Leaders

WHAT’S ON
at the
Secular Hall
Sunday 25th October, 6.30pm
Jefferson, Madison & the US Constitution - Jamie Smith gives us a
glimpse into the work of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison in
ensuring a US constitution free of religious privilege
Sunday 1st November, 6.30pm
Under-nutrition In Rural India - Kate Hartley of ‘Salt of the Earth’
explains why India has the worst rates of under-nutrition and
malnutrition in the world -and what is being done about it.5Sunday 1st
Sunday 8th Nov, 6.30pm
Headstrong session. Bring along your own topics for free and open
discussion in a friendly informal atmosphere.
Sunday 15th Nov, 6.30pm
The Diggers, then and now. Andrew Bradstock explains how in 1649 a
group of people came to establish a commune on wasteland in Surrey.
And why we still remember them today.
Sunday 22nd Nov, 3pm
Annual General Meeting. Secular Society officers report back on the
year. Motions. Elections to the Board. Members only. No evening
meeting.
Sunday 29th Nov, 6.30pm
End-of-life decisions: law, faith and belief. Jo Samanta, of DMU,
considers some of the ethical and legal dilemmas that arise when making
end-of-life decisions.
Sunday 6th Dec, 6.30pm
Bradgate Park: back to the future. Peter Tyldesley, surveyor at Bradgate
Park, explores its natural history and how the managers combine
conservation, recreation and earning a living.
Sunday 13th Dec, 6.30pm
A Better Life - film. Chris Johnson is visiting the UK from the USA and will
be presnenting his film.
Sunday 20th Dec, 6.30pm
Winter Solstice Quiz. Seasonal fun and games with a new look. Bring
and share buffet and drinks. Everybody welcome as teams or
individuals. Free entry

Friday 4th Decenber 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Human Rights in the Time of Austerity Panel discussion & presentation
Tuesday 8th December 6.30pm - 8.30pm
What the anti-apartheid picket can teach human rights defenders
Wednesday 9th December 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Should Britain repeal the Human Rights Act? (Political Parties' debate)
Thursday 10th December 6.30pm - 8.30pm
The response to the Mediterranean migrant deaths - discussion
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Harry Perry - Modernisation Co-ordinator

Progress on the Shopfront Scheme

from the
editor
Landmark ruling on blasphemy:

CRITICISM ‘NOT ILLEGAL’
There is some good news. In
what might be seen as a
landmark decision, Pakistan's
highest court has ruled that
criticising the country's highly
controversial blasphemy law is
not in itself blasphemous or
illegal.

Recent visitors to the Hall may have noticed that the facelift of the ground
floor is all but complete.
In sum, we have replaced all the external signage, replaced the old black
doors to the upper floor, revamped the cladding on the gates, laid a
chessboard pattern tiled apron and replaced the Society's windows with
laminated glass. The latter is a security measure shortly to be supplemented
by the installation of CCTV cameras recording to hard disk. In addition all
ground floor paintwork has been redecorated and the shop has new door
furniture.
The new oak doors are copies of the original doors and were the most costly
item in the contract. The new signage for the sweetshop has been executed
in a style more fitting to the period of the building and the sign to the left of
our door has been hand signwritten to stay in keeping with the original. The
original gates have been revealed and highlighted by the use of a light
coloured cladding behind them instead of the black cladding in front.
The whole scheme will cost in the region of around £20,000 almost all of
which (excluding the CCTV) is to be funded by a City Council grant from its
shopfront scheme, with match funding from the Society spent on other uplift
works including a rolling promotional TV display in the front window,
courtesy of John Catt, which tells something of the history and purpose of
the building.
There are some snags still needing corrective action by the contractor but
once completed it will mean that the whole of the ground floor will have
been upgraded along with the stairs down to the cellar which have been
transformed by the hard labour of Mike Burden.
This means that, for most users, the appearance and experience of using the
Hall has been significantly improved within the last three years. This has
contributed to much higher usage, more hirings and an improved morale
among members. Nobody can now pass the building and conclude that it is
unused and unloved!
But this is an old building and there is still much work needing to be done on
other floors. For that work we need younger enthusiasts to come forward to
take on longer term responsibility for fund raising and oversight of work
being carried out. Please volunteer.

The bad news is that country's
150-year-old blasphemy law is
still in place. Last year 1,400 cases
of blasphemy were brought in
Pakistan and there are now 14
‘blasphemers’ facing the death
sentence.
It has become increasingly
dangerous for lawyers to defend
those accused of blasphemy.
Human rights groups say the
blasphemy laws are frequently
misused by fundamentalists: false
charges are often brought against
minority groups in order to settle
personal scores or to seize
property or businesses.
The case of Asia Bibi, a Christian
woman accused of blasphemy,
made global headlines when two
prominent politicians were
assassinated after trying to help
her.
Pakistan’s supreme court decision
is seen as a significant first step
towards giving some freedom of
speech. Unfortunately t his
important judgment was made as
the Muslim-majority court
upheld the death sentence on the
assassin in the Bibi case.
Despite this important step, there
is still a very long way to go before
Pakistan's religious minorities
and freethinkers are protected
from accusations of blasphemy.
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A letter from the chair of Leicester Secular Society
Dear Ms McKenzie,
Thank you for the invitation which you sent on behalf of
the Lord Mayor to Allan Hayes inviting Leicester
Secular Society to send a representative to the service of
remembrance on 8th November. I shall attend on behalf
of the society but I should make plain that I have
considerable reservations about the event.
First, I am pleased that it is organised by the Lord Mayor
as a civic event for the city and that the aim is to reach all
areas of our community. However, the event is
described as a service and I see no reason why it should
take a religious form, even if it includes participation by
every religious group in Leicester. The Secular Society is
not a religious group of course but I suspect we are
viewed as quasi-religious, not a label I would accept. It
is quite wrong to view the city of Leicester simply as
people divided into various religions (or quasireligions). All areas of our community include political
parties, sports clubs, the Women's Institute, the
Ramblers' Association, parent-teacher associations,
residents' groups and many others. A bishop, a rabbi, an
imam, a minister and a brahmin are no more entitled to
represent the people of Leicester than the leaders of
those organisations.
Second, there is the question of whom we are
remembering. The words on the war memorial refer to
"our glorious dead". Originally that referred to British
servicemen in the First World War. That has certainly
been extended to the Second World War. Perhaps it is
now understood to cover many allied forces, from
France, the United States and of course Russia, and
possibly even the forces that Britain and France
recruited from their empires, India, Nigeria, Algeria,
Indochina and more. This is still far too narrow a
conception of those we should remember. Wars have
raged continuously around the world for the past
century, some with British participation and the
casualties have numbered millions, not just the military
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forces of many countries but civilians who played a
supporting role and many more who were just plain
victims. That of course includes many who willingly or
otherwise were on the other side from us in some of
these numerous conflicts. They are all human beings
who would have lived longer but for war.
Third there is the matter of how they are remembered.
The event is also described as a parade as if
remembering great numbers of the dead were in some
way an occasion for celebration. Of course, despite the
words carved in stone, there is nothing glorious about
being dead, whether one is military or civilian. Many
people lost their lives, many of them knowingly risked
their lives, but scarcely any gave their lives even
though those conventional words are endlessly
repeated. (That is what Taliban suicide bombers do and
we condemn them as fanatics.) The participation of
military contingents gives the impression that we
civilians are giving thanks to them whereas we are
really all victims of war together, and indeed most of
the military deaths in the world wars were by civilians
who had put on uniforms for the duration.
Still, it is not up to me to determine the form of this civic
event. As a small contribution to my point of view I can
wear a white poppy, as the red has come to be
associated with a narrow identification with British
forces. For a reading, I propose these words:
Today we should remember the many who have died not just
in world wars but many other conflicts around the world in
the past century, whether military or civilian, in whatever
country. War and inhumanity inescapably concern us allwhatever our race, and whether we are religious or nonreligious. A most fitting act of remembrance, for us here
today is to proclaim that we are one human family and to
resolve to work together for peace and caring in the world.
Yours sincerely,
Anthony Matthew
Chair of Leicester Secular Society

Michael Gerard

Gilad Atzmon at Secular Hall
On Sunday 27th September we were privileged to have
a session with Gilad Atzmon. This was not Gilad
Atzmon as super-saxophonist playing jazz and Klezmer
music: it was the same person giving a talk denouncing
his country of Israel for the situation in Palestine. In
particular the treatment of the Palestinian people.
Atzmon was clear about his feelings towards Israel: the
word "Nazi" cropped up a couple of times during his
talk, which was delivered with an explosive energy. He
has published a book about his view of Israel/Palestine
and condemned the Israeli State for its treatment of the
Palestinians.

Strange Ideas
His heart is in the right place: but some of his ideas
seemed somewhat strange. Most people seem to see the
Israeli State as being a coloniser of Palestinian territory.
He was quite certain that this is not the case, and he
would not use the word "apartheid" to describe the
Israeli attempt to delineate a "Palestine" from "Israel". I
found this hard to agree with. The fact that Israel has
built a network of roads that may not be used by
Palestinians and may only be used by Israelis seems to
prove that they are determined to gradually deny
Palestinians the use of territory which should,
legitimately be theirs. The difference between the
landscapes on the West Bank area between the two visits
I have made, illustrates the colonial aspect of the Israelis
occupation. During my first visits one could see a few of
the Israeli settlements – very visible in white concrete on
the tops of hills near Bethlehem. A couple of years later,
on my second visit, the number had clearly multiplied –
to me that was a graphic illustration of occupation and
colonisation.
However, in spite of disagreements over the words we
use to describe the Israeli occupation , slow genocide of
the population and take over of Palestinian land; we
must be pleased that a prominent Israeli has come out
and showed himself a dissident to the take-over of
Palestine.

Leicester Friends of Bethlehem
By coincidence a group of Palestinian teenagers arrived
in Leicester on the following Saturday. They were
members of a youth centre in Bethlehem and had come
to Leicester under the auspices of the "Leicester Friends
of Bethlehem". The group of sixteen young people and
three adults were here to demonstrate their skill with

Gilad Atzmon
their "Hakkaya" folk dancing and singing, as well as in
answer to a supportive invitation by the Leicester
Friends of Bethlehem.
Perhaps the climax of their visit was a performance in
the Studio Theatre at Curve Theatre. This was met by a
full house and a standing ovation. During the two
weeks they were here they went to local schools to
perform and give workshops in their art. They also went
to workshops at "Soft Touch" and did activities at the
Outdoor Pursuits Centre. It is no coincidence that staff
at both these institutions said that they were the best
group of young people ever to have crossed their
thresholds... These sentiments were echoed wherever
they went.
Forbidden
They are forbidden to use Tel Aviv Airport, so they had
to fly here by taking a dusty coach trip through to
Jordan so that they could fly in and out of Amman
airport.
And what have they flown back to? The day they
returned the media noted that Israeli soldiers had shot
dead a thirteen year old boy on suspicion of throwing
stones at a tank. Even the Western Media reported riots
and assaults by the "Israeli Defence Force on Palestinian
people.
Our Support
Whatever terms you use to describe the situation, it is
wrong. The West – and especially the USA support the
Israeli State to the tune of billions of dollars every year.
Historically Britain was involved in creating the mess in
the first place. And if we can offer some support to a
multi-cultural youth centre in Bethlehem (it comprises
Muslims, Christians and free thinkers), some good
must arise.
Leicester Secularist
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SECULAR WORLD NEWS
from the National Secular Society

Bangladeshi secular activists remain

Defiant In Face Of Death Threat
Secular writers are defiant after Bangladeshi Islamists
stepped up their campaign of murders with a global
death list.
The Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT), who are behind a
spate of murders carried out this year, have escalated
their campaign of intimidation and violence against
secularists by releasing a list targeting secular bloggers
in Bangladesh and overseas for death.
This has prompted fears of 'lone-wolf' attacks on the
writers by Islamists inspired by ABT's list.
As well as those targeted within Bangladesh, the list
includes nine bloggers based in the UK, with others in
Germany, the United States, Sweden and Canada.
Ajanta Deb Roy, an activist who has been included on
the list, told the National Secular Society that she "will
not stop" until "my country is free of fundamentalism".
Commenting on the situation in Bangladesh, she said
that Islamists had "created their own Islamic state
within the state where they can threaten to kill anyone
and everyone in the name of Islam."
She said that while many of the writers targeted are
atheists, not all of them are, and all share a "common
connection in their writing and activism – that is the
demand for a secular Bangladesh".
Regardless of their personal religious beliefs or lack of
them, all of the writers and activists had spoken out
against Islamic fundamentalism in Bangladesh, she
added.
The Metropolitan Police are investigating the threats
and Ajanta Deb Roy is receiving various security
instructions from police as a precaution.

A petition has been started calling for the head of Bangladesh's
police to resign after he told secularists not to 'cross the line' by
insulting religious feelings, days after Niloy Neel was killed.
A.K.M. Shahidul Hoque, the Inspector General of Police in
Bangladesh, said that secularists and atheists would be
"punished by the law" for "hurting someone's religious
sentiment" two days after Niloy Neel, the secular blogger, was
murdered by Islamists.
"I will not stop my activism. I will not rest until my country is
free of fundamentalism and become a properly secular country. I
feel much safer in the UK but still live in a fear every day."
"I don't worry much for myself now but I am worried for my
fellow bloggers and activists who are still in Bangladesh. They
do not have any safety or security."
In May the National Secular Society joined calls urging the
UK Government to do more to tackle violence and
discrimination targeted against non-believers and
secularists around the world.

Dubai makes ‘offending God’ illegal
The United Arab Emirates has
passed an 'anti-hatred' law which
makes illegal "any acts that stoke
religious hatred" and "any form of
expression" that insults religion.
The law, passed by decree at the end
of July, "prohibits any act that would
be considered as insulting God, His
prophets or apostles or holy books
or houses of worship or
graveyards." Its provisions include
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a prohibition on expressing doubt
about the existence of God.
The Vice President and Ruler of
Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid, reportedly said that the
decree "guarantees the freedom of
individuals from religious
intolerance." He claimed that the
new law, which outlaws 'insulting'
religion, was 'inclusive' and would
help tackle discrimination.

The legislation purports to allow for
an "environment of tolerance" and
"broad-mindedness", but includes
potential 10 year jail terms and
substantial fines for those who break
the law.

John Catt

The New Wild
On 20th September Fred Pearce put
an environmentally heretical case
that "invasive species" are more
likely to improve the environment
than destroy it, as set out in his book
"The New Wild: Why Invasive
Species Will Be Nature's Salvation".
His premise is that what makes the
headlines are the things that go
wrong when new species are
introduced into an area – american
crayfish, japanese knot-weed, grey
squirrels, feral cats and rats on
remote islands being typical
examples.

Invasion not harmful
Worldwide many governments are
going to great expense to try and
eliminate "invasive" species. He cited
the example of the Ruddy Duck
which the government is spending
£5M eliminating through shooting
because it is mating with white
headed geese. Objectively he could
see no good reason for this as all
ducks interbreed and the hybrids
will occupy the same environmental
niche, so apart from the way they
look, there can be no harm form this
"invasion" (which was initiated by
the famous naturalist Peter Scot who
introduced them to his wildlife
reserve).

Part of evolution

environmentalsts however have
tended to the view that nature has
been perfected.

1803 - 1846
Chartist Leader
and Poet
Author of:
Britannia’s Sons, Though Slaves Ye Be

All men are equal in His sight,Fred them gave examples of where
The bond, the free, the black, the white,invasive species either improved the
He made them all,- and freedom gave environment, or after a time ceased
He made the man,- Man made the Slave!
dominating and simply integrated
with the "indigenous" species. The
zebra mussel, a small freshwater
mussel originally native to the lakes
of southern Russia, were first
detected in Canada in the Great
Lakes in 1988. It is believed they
were inadvertently introduced into
the lakes in the ballast water of
ocean-going ships traversing the St.
Lawrence Seaway. They thrive in
polluted waters and can grow so
densely that they block pipelines,
clogging water intakes of municipal
water supplies and hydroelectric
companies, but they also cleanse the
waters of the lakes, resulting in
increased sunlight penetration and
growth of native algae at greater Fred Pearce’s book
depths. The cleaner waters have
resulted in more species starting to eliminate "non-native" species. Many
thrive in the lakes.
of what we regard as native species,
such as the Horse Chestnut tree, are
Non native species
in fact "non-native".
He also cited the example of
Ascension Island which had its own Pristine nature?
native flora until Portuguese In summary, Fred believes that
explorers released goats in the 1500s conservationists have got it wrong.
which ate much of it. The later What matters is not preservation but
introduction of rabbits, sheep, rats biodiversity. There is no such thing as
and donkeys, and over 200 imported pristine nature, in fact it is random
species further marginalized the and chaotic. All the evidence shows
original flora. By 1843 the island was that nature is adaptive and that
barren with few plants and Darwin evolution works quite rapidly. With
considered it hideous. However, due global warming inevitably changing
t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f n o n - the environment, the best way
indigenous plants introduced by forward is to encourage the widest
mariners, wildlife teems there.
biodiversity (which means allowing

The environmental controversy is
between those who see "foreign"
species as intrinsically bad and
current "natural" environments as
perfected systems and those who see
all environments to be matters of
chance and for ever changing, so
there is nothing intrinsically bad in
introducing new species. The latter
Fred pointed out that the official invasive species) and permitting the
view being in line with Darwin's
policy of the British government is "winners" to flourish wherever they
thinking that evolution is a
rather nonsensical in aiming to flourish.
continuing process. Many
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Dr. A. Rahman

Saudi Duplicity and Inhumanity
Saudi Arabia, the birthplace of Islam
and the custodian of two holiest
mosques in Islam, is in abject moral
degenerative state. It claims to be the
holiest place in Islam on the one
hand and ferments internecine
conflicts within Islam on the other. It
spent more than 50 billion dollars of
national assets over the past 45 years
or so promoting a fundamentalist
religious ideology called
Wahhabism throughout the whole
world. At the same time, it spent
untold tens of billions of dollars in
aiding and abetting Jihadism and
supporting terrorist groups like alQaeda, ISIS/ISIL, Taliban and so
forth against 'infidels'. The duplicity
of Saudi Arabia is just unfathomable.

band of warriors to rule over Arabia
in the name of Islam.

Wahhabism

Saudi Arabia, since its inception at
the early part of last century, had
kept its promise of promoting and
propagating Wahhabism and
contributed financially in
establishing mosques, Islamic
congregations, Islamic schools,
madrassahs, Islamic centres and so
forth throughout the whole world. In
some developing countries, Saudi
Arabia had managed to have
absolute free hand, in exchange of
large donations to the governments,
to propagate Wahhabism and
attempted to establish Sharia Laws.
Islamic schools, colleges,
The Saudi Monarchy
universities, Islamic banks, Islamic
To understand Saudi duplicity medical centres etc. proliferated in
properly, one has to look back at the those countries.
root of Saudi monarchy and its
Enforcing Sharia Law
proclaimed legitimacy. After
Abdulaziz ibn-Saud conquered A l o n g s i d e t h o s e a p p a r e n t l y
Riyadh and established the 3rd innocuous humanitarian and
Saudi State in 1902, he needed the economic activities, there were
religious legitimacy to further his covert political activities when
political ambition to conquer the Muslim Brotherhood, Jamaat-efractious regions of Arabia. He Islam, Taliban, Laskhar-e-Taiba etc.
revived an alliance drawn between were also established. The aims were
Mohammad ibn Saud (the founder to wrest political control and
of 1st Saud dynasty) and the establish Islamic states whereby
preacher Abd-al Wahhab in 1744 Sharia Laws could be enforced.
whereby ibn-Saud and his heirs Needless to say, political objectives
would use and promote Wahhabism without military backup are like
in exchange of retaining the tigers without teeth and claws.
proprietary right over this Wahhabi Tacit Understanding
ideology and giving protection to
While all these activities were going
Wahhab dynasty.
on under the banner of Islam, Saudi
This Wahhabism is an extremely Arabia had tacit understanding with
virulent form of fundamentalism, Israel to fight jointly against Shia
intolerant to other religions or even forces in the Middle East – in
towards other denominations of Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and other
Islam itself. Nonetheless, it suited countries. Israel might have taken
Abdulaziz (the founder of the Muslim Palestinian land, but that
present day Saudi Arabia) and his did not bother Saudi Arabia at all.
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But occasionally they felt that
crocodile tears need to be shed. If the
Saudi-Israeli 'détente' can decimate
Iran, Saudi Arabia and its
Wahhabism would reign supreme in
the region.

ISIS
The recent spawning of ISIL/ISIS
from the ruins of so-called Arab
spring in Syria had been actively
supported not only by Saudi Arabia
but also by other Gulf Cooperation
Council countries (Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, UAE, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia). What can be better than
having a band of vicious Jihadi
fighters doing their bidding in
promoting Wahhabi ideology.
Subsequently realising the adverse
reaction worldwide to the beheading
of innocent civilians by barbarian
ISIS Jihadists, Saudi Arabia pulled
back a little from its overt support.
Under American pressure, the
country had even reluctantly given
access to their airspace by American
bombers and sent two of their
fighters to bomb ISIS targets!
Nonetheless, money and military
hardware are flowing from the GCC
countries unabated to ISIS. Saudi

Arabia is definitely looking both
ways.

HUMANIST SCHOOLS IN UGANDA

Civil War
The Syrian war that is raging for over
four years now, sectarian killings in
Iraq and Libya, war in Yemen are all
directly or indirectly funded and
militarily aided by Saudi Arabia.
Hundreds of thousands of Syrians had
fled from their homes and hearths and
became refugees in the neighbouring
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey. After
years of suffering these unfortunate
people – victims of the Wahhabism –
had to undertake the most perilous
journey across the Mediterranean to
reach European shores. Although
some of these 'refugees' may have
blood of 'infidels' in their hands, but
European libertarian conscience gave
them food, water and shelters.

Steve Hurd of the Uganda Humanist Schools Trust gave an excellent talk to the
Society on 18th October. He described how what began as a focus on providing
books for Humanist Schools in Uganda turned to an effort to build classrooms,
science laboratories, toilets, hostels and has now become a Scholarship
Programme where UHST supporters provide 132 scholarships for school
students.

No funds for refugees
But what Saudi Arabia with hundreds
of billions of petro-dollars in their
coffers and vast unused land is doing
for these refugees? Nothing, nothing
at all. Not a single person from these
war-torn regions of the Middle East
had been accepted by Saudi Arabia.
Saudi Arabia may be the instigators of
these wars encouraging block-headed
Muslims to fight their religious wars,
but they are not prepared to help the
refugees an iota. Religion is to them a
political tool to be used to gain
dominance.

Funds for Mosques
Saudi Arabia is not helping these
refugees with food and shelter, but it
had been reported that the Saudi King
is willing to fund up to 200 mosques in
Germany. Thus he is prepared to sow
the seed of religious discord in their
new homes, so that they can do the
same thing which caused them to
leave their homes in the first place!
Saudi vulgarity, duplicity and
inhumanity are mind-boggling and
inconceivable.
Dr. A Rahman is a retired nuclear scientist
and a columnist.

Students at the Busota Mustard Seed Secular School chat before a lesson on the
discovery of oil in Uganda. LSS supports a student at this school. If you would like
to donate to the very good work of the trust please send a donation to UHST, 31
Greenmeadows Road, Madely, Crewe. CW3 9EY

SECULAR HALL
6.30pm SUNDAY JULY 12th

Kasese Humanist Primary School office block is just one of several buildings at its
new permanent Rukoki campus.

Leicester Secularist
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AS I PLEASE

Hamish Whiteley

AS I PLEASE
''It’ll have psychic technology that
lets you type telepathically.' So ran
the headline of some rubbish that
Virgin phones sent me via email.
When my curiosity got the better of
me I found out that Virgin are asking
people to register for a phone that is
not yet released, and using silly
claims to arouse people's interest,
which clearly worked in my case.
However only a couple of days later I
was whiling away some time sitting
on a bench in Evington Park (where I
had taken my grandchildren in the
vain hope that would tire themselves
out) when I overheard two young
mothers discussing the new
telepathic phone! 'You don't even
have to touch it evidently, somehow
you just think and it picks it up and
turns it into text', said one.
'Whatever will they think of next?'
Her friend replied 'It's amazing!' It
certainly is, or would be if it were
true. But before we become smug,
the technology we already have is
amazing and quite beyond what
seemed possible not so many years
ago, so it is no wonder that people
like the young women in the park, or
aging gents like me find it difficult to
distinguish between fact and fiction.
Talking about psychics, one of my
daughters was poorly recently and I
visited her in hospital. Not long into
my visit we both realised that we
could hear the most astonishing
conversation from the woman in the
adjoining bed. From behind the
curtains we could hear that the
woman had her own aura and that in
her house she had seen spinning

globes of light that transmitted
messages to her. There were clearly
several visitors seated around her
bed, for we could hear murmurs of
astonishment and wonder.
The
patient described how her sceptical
husband had been convinced by the
globes of light which he had also
seen, and one of the visitors
suggested that all this might account
for the patient's well known gifts of
healing, prophecy and goodness
knows what else. (It was sometimes
difficult to hear as my daughter and I
had our fists stuffed into our mouths
so we would not be heard laughing).
One wonders why a person with
such powers would need to trouble Madeleine, my maternal grandmother,
the NHS at all.
marriage, probably because they
were catholic, but also certainly due
Many years ago at the end of the to a very large family and little or no
nineteenth century there was a good money, and soon life for these older
deal of immigration into Britain children became intolerable. So bad
from a troubled, divided and in fact that the eldest girl, Madeleine,
impoverished country, Italy. By 1900 by then twelve or thirteen years old,
there were about 20,000 Italians left home with her five brothers and
living in Britain. One community of sisters, rented a house, set up home
Italians in Huddersfield included a and became the head of the
family called Scarramuzza who household. She got a job in the local
originated from a small village near woollen mills and Madeleine and her
Naples.
Their son Antonio little brothers and sisters survived,
eventually married and he and his largely due to the efforts of the girl,
young wife quickly had six children, and the support of local families.
and then his young wife died, aged M a d e l e i n e wa s m y m a t e r n a l
24, almost certainly from the effects grandmother, I remember her as an
of childbearing aggravated by wonderfully gentle, kind and loving
poverty and squalor. Antonio soon person. Each refugee from war,
remarried but this time to a non- famine, poverty and hopelessness
catholic English woman with whom will carry with them stories like the
he went on to have many more story I carry. Our stories make us
children. Unfortunately the new who we are. That is why our hearts
wife could not find it in herself to and doors should always be open to
love the children of the first others.
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From David Livingstone to ISIS (and Alex Salmond)
The man who has recently been touted, by pundits both
amateur and pro, as the greatest politician of his
generation – Alexander Elliot Anderson Salmond – has
recently spewed forth yet another piece of bigoted
garbage. The Salmond's usual speciality is fomenting
Nationalism and Tribalism – both of which contribute
enormously to the suffering of this world East of the
Alps and North of the Watford Gap. On this occasion
he has chosen Religion as the human dividing line
between the Good and the Bad pronouncing himself to
prefer the believers in faeries over and above the
glorious godless.
"I am biased of course because I am a Church of Scotland
adherent and I prefer people of faith to people of no faith or
people who have lost their faith."
From a man born into the Tribal and Nationalistic
Church of Scotland the Salmond has, in the way of
hidebound reactionaries everywhere, merely carried on
flying the flags of hubris and brainless bigotism that
were carried into the depths of darkest Africa by that
great churchman of Empire, of Blantyre and of Scotland,
Dr. David Livingstone. Whereas Livingstone, always
the fanatical and fundamentalist missionary, sought to
promote and enlarge the Great British Empire, the
Salmond, always the fanatical and fundamentalist tribal
leader, has spent a career dividing and reducing the
Empire and the Kingdom to it's constituent tribal parts.
Between these two Wise Men of Scotland there may well
be some minor difference of polity, but when it comes to
what really matters they are both singing in harmony
from the same hymnal that sad and sickening song
"Religion Uber Alles"
Not for nothing did Livingstone (Her Majesty's Official
Consul for East Africa) spend decades generously
giving decent contracts of employment to hordes of
naked black men to carry his suitcases on Government
and church funded colonial safari adventure tours
across the length and breadth of Africa. Not for nothing
did he drive his wife to the demon drink and to an early
godforsaken death on the banks of the mighty Zambeze
River at Chupanga in Mozambique. No! It was for a
Mission! Religion! Those millions of poor little dark
hued brethren, existing since the day of creation in the
jungles and savannahs, unashamedly ignorant of their
ignorance had to be saved. Saved not from bilharzia
and blackwater fever. Saved not from murderous
rampaging tribal thugs such as Shaka Zulu, but saved
from the darkness in their own hearts by the light of
Religion.
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David Livingstone preaching from a wagon in one of the
illustrations that were used at home to relate missionary work
to audiences in Britain
Unfortunately, much of the territory claimed for Church
and Empire by Livingstone had already been penetrated
and persecuted by the slave traders from Arabia. Buyers
and stealers of African men, women and children from
what is today Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and Oman. These
Sunni oppressors had already converted African tribes to
their particular version of the Faerie Truth (and
capitalism) by the usual expedient measure of Money
and Sword. Livingstone was convinced, of course, that
his version of Religiousdom was the true one.
However, it never crossed Livingstone's godmuddled
mind, just as it did not cross the Arabs' godinfested
collective mind, that maybe, just maybe, the
unenlightened and unwashed masses of Africa did not
need Religion. Any Religion.
The upstart Livingstone managed to upset the various
Sunni Sultans and Emirs and Imams of Araby (and by all
appearances they are still pretty upset with The West,
including Scotland, today). But on one fundamental all
parties, including the Slippery Salmond, are in
agreement and are quite, quite clear.
We the
Nonbelievers, whatever our hue, whatever our sex, we
are 2nd Class Citizens, for as they endlessly remind us:
BELIEF IS GOOD – NONBELIEF IS BAD (VERY BAD).

Chris Goodwin

NO PLATFORM AT THE SECULAR HALL?
The Leicester Trades Council
position in the late 1970's and 1980's
was No Platform for Fascists. It was
this policy which enabled us to rid
the city of the National Front which
was previously doing very well in
some elections and attempting to do
so on the streets. Every Saturday
large numbers of anti-fascists
walked round the town hall past the
NF to stop them selling papers.
Houses were leafleted and the NF
meetings were physically stopped
from taking place on Uppingham
Road. Thirty people were mobilised
at half an hour's notice roughly once
a month. All this culminated in a
joint anti-fascist mobilisation in 1979
by the Trades Council Race-subcommittee and the Anti- Nazi
League from all round the country.
Stones were thrown at the NF
national march on Welford Road.
There were 87 anti-fascists arrested.
The NF mobilised again in
Southwark 3days later but they
never held another march in the
country.
The Secular Society banned the NF
after they disrupted a meeting that
Tariq Ali was due to speak at. The
BNP has its origins in the National
Front. It is rarely possible to argue
with fascists because they are not
rational or willing to be persuaded
rather they spread lies and can have
a charismatic effect on the public. I
therefore think Anthony Matthew is
wrong in saying he'll act against LSS
policy and invite a BNP speaker
especially as we are in a recession
when fascism is more likely to rear
its head.
Anthony Matthew does not give any
examples of speakers who have been
refused by Leicester University
National Union of Students but it has
become acceptable to be antiimmigration or migrant which is
usually racist. As an entrepreneur of
Iranian origin said in the Mercury

magazine it has become “dirty'' to
be a migrant.
During the media debate on the
European elections people born in
this country turned to me because
they were frightened. It has been a
known fact that whenever fascist
groups like the BNP or the currently
more violent English First spread
their filth racist attacks increase. I
haven't seen an analysis for the
European elections but I suspect
there was a similar pattern.
Since then the UKIP vote has been
used as an excuse for all mainstream
political parties to move to the right.
One example is Andy Connelly, who
has spoken on many left-wing 1977: A protest against the National
platforms, stating in the Mercury Front held on the grounds that its
that in future council housing will be newspaper sales incited racial hatred
given to those who deserve it only
those who've been in a job for a year about it.
and can prove they have lived in When governments, big business and
Leicester for two years. This will financial institutions can no longer
exclude refugees, migrants, the maintain control fascism is brought
unemployed and most people with into play. Through the fascist agency
capitalism sets into motion the
special needs.
In addition fees and health care costs masses of the crazed lower classes,
amounting to thousands of pounds small shopkeepers and trades people
have been introduced for those and the ignorant lower classes all the
renewing their refugee status after countless people beings whom
two and a half or three years. And finance capital has brought to
benefits to asylum seeker children desperation and frenzy. German
fascism, like Italian fascism raised
have been cut.
People can also be racist but unaware itself to power on the back of the
of being so through lack of lower middle class which it turned
knowledge of culture and history of into a battering ram against the
black people. In the 1980's people organisations of the working class
argued that a black person could not and institutions of democracy.
be racist because whites are the Fascism in power is the most ruthless
imperialists and oppressors this lead dictatorship of monopoly capital not
to some people arguing that black the lower middle class. Mussolini
was right the middle classes are
people could not be criticised.
In addition Anthony Matthew talks incapable of independent policies.
of interfering with their policy either During periods of economic crisis
as lecturers or as the Secular Society. they are called upon to reduce to
Young people are oppressed absurdity the policies of one of the
especially since the government's two basic classes. Fascism succeeded
war on youth. They should decide in putting them in the service of
their own policy but perhaps he capital. All opposition and criticism
should consider inviting them to talk is forcibly halted.

How democr
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After the Catholic Church sought to
clarify rules on the use of condoms,
suggesting it was probably okay to
use them after all, millions of
condom-using Hell residents have
asked for their cases to be
considered for appeal.
The Church has now suggested that
using condoms to prevent infection,
rather than pregnancy, could be
considered acceptable -though it still
advocates the ‘not having sex at all’
policy as the best way to prevent the
spread of HIV and AIDS.
Hell resident Dave Masters told
netherworld reporters, “The guy on
the door told me it was pretty clear –
contraception was a sin, the Pope had
continually said it was a sin, and
therefore I sinned. I was a sinner. I
was going downstairs, end of story.”
“I argued the point, obviously, but
they said the case was watertight –
they see a lot of condom cases

apparently – and I was sent down here
for eternity.”
“So as you can imagine I’m delighted
to see a little clarification of the rules. I
might be in the wrong place after all!”

Catholic condom stance
The longest Hell resident incarcerated
for condom use is Tom Thatcher, who
died shortly after using a condom in
1607. He told netherworld reporters:
“I remember a priest telling me I’d go
to Hell if I used it, but I thought he was
joking – like they do about that
masturbation thing.”
“Let me tell you now they were NOT
kidding. As I’m sure you can imagine
I’m absolutely livid about being down
here for the last four hundred years
because the Pope couldn’t spare a few
minutes to clarify the rules.”
“Now, if you could just get him to look
again at the whole ‘Ox Coveting’
thing, I’ll be good to go.”

(News Thump)

