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New report shows that faith schools
more likely to be segregated

DEEP ETHNIC DIVISIONS IN

ENGLISH FAITH SCHOOLS
from the National Secular Society

Thousands of England's schools are segregated by
ethnic or social status. A new report has set out the
extent of ethnic and religious division in England's
schools. Faith schools and grammars were found to
be the most divided of all. Faith schools "add a
further layer of segregation due to the links between
faiths and ethnicities," the report found. This was
particularly acute in minority faith schools.
More than 84% of non-Christian faith schools were
considered to be segregated because of their
disproportionate ethnic makeup. Minority faith
secondary schools were "even more likely" than
minority faith primary schools to "under-sample White
British students".
The report also found that all "Faith schools at primary are
more ethnically segregated than schools of no faith," and that
segregation was "particularly pronounced" in Roman
Catholic schools.
Government proposals designed to replace the 50% cap
which limited new faith schools from making
admissions decision on religious grounds were
insufficient, the report said.
The report, Understanding School Segregation in England,
produced by the Challenge, SchoolDash and the iCoCo
Foundation said that while proposals to increase
contact between pupils in different schools were
helpful, they were "not a substitute for the day to day
mixing of children at school."
Measures suggested by the Government include
mixed-faith multi-academy trusts, twinning
arrangements and token governors who are not of the
same faith as the school.
continued on page three

Yasmin Rehman named

Secularist of the Year 2017
The Irwin Prize for Secularist of the Year 2017 has
been awarded to Yasmin Rehman, the secular
campaigner for women's rights.
Yasmin has spent much of the past two years working
to get the Government to recognise the dangers faced
by ex-Muslims and Ahmadi Muslims from Islamic
extremists. She has used her own home as a shelter
for women at risk of domestic abuse.
Accepting the prize, Yasmin Rehman thanked the
Society for recognising her work and said she was
"incredibly humbled" to be nominated among other
figures who were "personal heroines."
She said there were two women, Maryam Namazie
and Gita Sahgal, whom she couldn't have
campaigned without, and that she was "honoured" to
stand beside them.
Secularism was not opposed to faith, she said, before
describing how she had been shut down as
'Islamophobic' and "racist" despite being a Muslim
herself. There is anti-Muslim sentiment in society,
she said, but charges of 'Islamophobia' were being
used to silence and curtail speech.
Yasmin said she didn't know if she could ever go back
to Pakistan because of her work, while in the UK it
was "impossible" to get funding for secularist work.

Inside: Faith Schools, ‘Greet’ Beauty, Trump, Jill Cunningham

WHAT’S ON
at the
Secular Hall
Sunday April 23rd 6.30pm: – Hari Parekh – The Association of Atheist,
Humanist and Secular Student Societies. The AHS aims to have a thriving
Atheist, Humanist or Secular Society on every UK campus. Hear from their
president about progress, issues and challenges.
Sunday April 30th 6.30pm: The Journey of an ‘Invisible’ Middle Eastern
Man, Hashim Almadani.Hashim’s talk will include a brief description of life
after the war in Iraq, his personal experience of levels of integration within
western society and his thoughts about empowering secularists from the
Middle East. Hashim Almadani is an entrepreneur, an author and a blogger.
He was born, raised and studied in Baghdad, Iraq. His first book in Arabic,
‘Emancipation’ addresses the socio-political issues in Iraq and the Arab
world.
Sunday May 7th 6.30pm: Ernest Gimson, A New ‘Life and Work’– Mary
Greensted .Ernest Gimson was a Leicester man, a Secularist and one of the
most influential architect-designers of the Arts and Crafts movement.
Sunday May 14th 6.30pm: The Progressive Dilemma: Challenges and
Opportunities for the Left– Matthew Hulbert. Matthew is active in the
Liberal Democrats and was a Borough Councillor in Hinckley and Bosworth
between 2011 and 2015. As a former Management Committee member of
the pressure group 'Compass' he passionately supports the need for a
progressive alliance, to ward off potential perpetual Tory rule, but believes
the democratic Left faces a dilemma
Sunday May 21st 6.30pm: The Holocaust Centre and Museum, Simon
Foulds from the National Holocaust Centre will give a talk on the history
and what the Centre does now - its exhibitions, survivor testimony and
memorial gardens.
Followed by ‘Klezmer’, An Informal Guitar Concert– Howard Coleman
Howard will also give background to the tunes.
Klezmer is the music of East European Jews, played mostly at weddings. It
is generally happy music for dancing. It is only rarely played on a solo
instrument. Howard is thought to be one of just two performers of this
music who play it on acoustic guitar. He plays it to raise funds for the
National Holocaust Centre to help educate children about racism.
Sunday May 28th 6.30pm: Light Pollution: The Dark Side of Light at Night
is not Just About the Night Time Sky’– Martin Morgan-Taylor. Martin will
talk about the broad range of problems that can be caused by artificial
light at night (‘light pollution’). Martin is a principal lecturer at Leicester de
Montfort Law School. He researches the legal impact of light pollution,
namely the wasted carbon emissions and wasted money from wasted
light, harm to human and animal health, as well as the loss of the night sky
and the creation of dark sky places.
Sunday June 4th 6.30pm: 'Headstrong' meeting. Come along and bring
any topic of your choosing for discussion in an informal setting. All
welcome.
Sunday June 11th 6.30pm: Stephen Evans Rethinking Religion's Public
Role. Britain is one of the most religiously diverse and non-religious
nations in the world. Isn't it time we reconsidered religion's public role?
Stephen is the Campaigns Director of the National Secular Society.
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4,800 View Secular
Society Lecture
Ghaith Al-Tamimi’s lecture on
March 19th of was broadcast live
on Facebook. It has now been
viewed over 4,800 times. His talk
was given in Arabic and many of
those watching were in Iraq. The
talk was translated by
Mohammed Abbas.
Ghaith is a scholar and researcher
in Islamic studies and is the chair
of the Iraqi Centre for Diversity
Management.

Ireland sees 73% increase
in number of non-believers
from N.S.S.

Census figures released by the Irish
Central Statistics Office show a huge
increase in the number of nonbelievers. The number of selfidentified Catholics also continued to
drop.
451,941 people in Ireland said they
had no religion. The census found
that "Those with no religion now
account for just under 10 per cent of the
population (9.8%)."
The group stating that they had no
religion saw the largest percentage
increase and 20 to 39-year-olds made
up 45% of this group.
The number of Catholics in Ireland
has fallen by 132,200 since the last
census in 2011 (or 3.4%) and the
Church of Ireland also declined by
2% .
The census report said that while
"Ireland remains a predominantly
Catholic country" the "percentage of the
population who identified as Catholic on
the census has fallen sharply."

from the
editor
“NO SEX EDUCATION
PLEASE, WE ARE AT
A FAITH SCHOOL”
The Government’s moves to
make sex and relationship
education statutory, are fatally
flawed. Around a third of schools
are faith schools and they are to
be exempted from the
requirement.
Kate Smurthwaite performing her critically acclaimed stand-up show on
Masculinity at the Secular Hall exploring the highs and lows of 21st century
manhood. Kate took "getting inside the subject" to a new level when she
performed the whole show in drag as her male alter-ego Milo Standards. Why is
her assistant dressed as a baby? They were discussing a woman’s right to
choose.

(continued from page one)

“Schools Should Bring Children Together”
None of these would be entirely sufficient, the authors concluded. Ongoing
contact between pupils from different backgrounds in the same school and
contact between their parents is essential and the measures proposed would
not achieve this.
Additionally, the research found that secondary schools rated 'Inadequate'
following Ofsted inspections "tend to be more ethnically segregated
compared with neighbouring schools". The research also found that "the
opposite is true" of secondary schools rated 'Outstanding'. The report also
noted that 80% of the children born of immigrant families "were in schools
with high concentrations of other immigrant or disadvantaged pupils,
reinforcing the interconnection between faith, ethnicity and social class."
NSS campaigns director Stephen Evans said, "This important research
demonstrates again the need for a school system that brings pupils and parents from
different communities and backgrounds together. We note the correlation between
integration and performance."
Higher performance by faith schools is often cited in their defence, but the
report noted evidence from the Education Policy Institute that faith schools
"educate a lower proportion of pupils with special educational needs" and
that the percentage of faith school pupils on free school meals is "below both
the national average and the figure for non-faith schools"..
The report also found that nearly 30% of primary schools and over 27% of
secondary schools are split by social background. Many schools across the
country have pupil populations made up overwhelmingly of either white
British or ethnic minority children, or have large numbers of pupils from
either rich or poor homes. The charity has called for more to be done to
diversify schools and make intakes more representative of their local
communities.

Under this approach, children
who happen to be born into
conservative religious groups
will be left without proper sex
and relationships education.
All children, irrespective of their
religious or cultural background
or the type of school they attend,
deserve the same protection from
harm that balanced and accurate
Sex and Relationship Education
offers.
Secularists have welcomed
moves to make sex and
relationship education statutory,
but have urged the Government
to rethink de facto exemptions
for faith schools.
Justine Greening, the Secretary of
State for Education has said that
"faith schools will continue to be
able to teach in accordance with
the tenets of their faith". The
Government has also made clear
that parents "will continue to
have a right to withdraw their
children from sex education.”
These special arrangements for
faith schools serve as an example
of how religion's role in state
education is impeding children's
independent rights and interests.
All children should have the
right to sex and relationship
education.

Leicester Secularist
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AS I PLEASE

Hamish Whiteley

AS I PLEASE
Claudio Ranieri is exactly six months
younger than me, and so I like to
think we are fellow travellers on
life's ever perplexing journey. I
blame my contemporary for my own
strange and somewhat
uncharacteristic behaviour last
summer, even being seen wearing a
Leicester City football shirt in public.
In a previous article I noted the
extent to which the football team's
extraordinary success had brought
the city to the attention of the world.
I know many of my fellow secular
society members don't give two
hoots about football, but I think it is a
very important part of the social
fabric of our city and last year's
success brought pleasure and joy to
many.

and in the way that older people do
we spoke about the importance of
social media, this apparently being
what youngsters do with their spare
time. I visit the society's Facebook
page from time to time and find it a
depressing experience. The page
appears to be dominated by one
contributor who writes somewhat
obsessively about the errors and
evils of Islam. His articles are
regularly refuted and questioned by
a member of the Rationalist Trust.
Recently our president introduced a
Guardian article's author as a 'rabid
islamophile.' Isn't this the sort of
emotive language we deplore? I
know that many will argue that the
Facebook page is there for
arguments to proceed and we
should be the last people to be
stopping anyone from having their
say, but I ask if the society's Facebook
page is the right place for this endless
discussion to continue. Would
anyone wanting to find out about the
society gain any impression from
our Facebook page of our real aims
and concerns? I wonder, and think
that it is time for the board to
consider this. Or maybe this is
something else we don't give two
hoots about.

That very positive image of the city
has now been somewhat tarnished
by the summary dismissal of the
manager. The club now seem not to
be so much the exception as
confirming the general rule that
money and the need for success are
all that drive professional sport.
There is a strong rumour that Ranieri
is donating half of his £3M severance
pay to the Foxes Foundation, a
charity linked to the football club.
It's easy to be cynical but if the
rumour is true he is surely to be Dealing with racist views
applauded. There is also a campaign Twice last week I was assumed to
to erect a statue to Ranieri in the city, I share the rather racist views of
think that's a good idea; the more someone speaking to me. The first
statues we have of eminent time was on our allotments, when
Europeans who have made a someone made a remark about too
positive contribution to our city, the many plots being given to Asian
better.
tenants. The second time was when I
Facebook
was waiting to pick up my grand
daughter
from school. It's always a
When I was a member of our board
we spoke from time to time about the bit of a crush outside the infant
importance of encouraging younger classes, where those collecting
people to be involved in the society, children have to be seen by the
teachers before children are
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released.
A n A s i a n wo m a n
somewhat unfortunately pushed
past an elderly white chap in her
hurry to get to a classroom and the
chap turned to me and said 'They've
no manners these people, they
should go back…' etc etc. Both times
I dissented and tried to say
something, but both times I was more
or less ignored. What I find very
concerning is that both these
incidents happened recently, I can't
recall incidents like this happening
before, (at least for a very long time),
and in both cases there was a clear
assumption on the part of the speaker
that as an older white male I would
necessarily agree with them. I don't
and it is worrying.

Ryan Gander
Finally can I urge you all to visit an
exhibition at the Attenborough Arts
Centre? The exhibition is called Night
in the Museum: Ryan Gander curates
the Arts Council Exhibition. It is an
intelligent, challenging and very
moving exhibition that celebrates
what it is to be human. I first saw it in
Birmingham accompanied by four
grandchildren who wanted to touch
each item. Today I saw it again in
somewhat calmer circumstances. It
is really wonderful. Please go and
see it.

Jill Cunningham
Gillian Lighton remembers
Jill Cunningham, (1929-2017), who sadly died
recently, was a valued member of the Society, for
around 10 years one of our most regular attenders on
Sunday evenings. She was introduced to the LSS by
Alice Sluckin, whom she had known for many years.
Born in India at the end of 1929, her childhood was,
like so many others, drastically disrupted by WW2.
She came to England at the age of 7 with her parents,
who were on leave. When they returned to India, they
left her in the care of her aunt to go to school, but then
war broke out and she did not see them again for
nearly 9 years. She was evacuated from London to
Bangor, where her grandmother lived, and went to
boarding school at the age of 13.
After school, Jill attended secretarial college in
Gloucestershire, a happy time for her, followed by a
job with the BBC overseas service. She met her
husband on Paddington Station, married him 2 years
later and they subsequently went on to have four
children. They moved several times with his job and
eventually came to live in Leicester.
Sadly, the marriage broke up after over 30 years,
something she never quite got over. After several
years on her own, she met Hugh and they lived
together for 13 years before he died 5 years ago. Some
of you will remember him coming with her
occasionally to meetings at the Hall.
Jill was not brought up in a religious family, she never
attended church as a child and she remembered her
aunt was very determined that she should not be
forced to do so. She did, however, remember praying
privately for her parents to return. She and her
husband encouraged their children to follow their
own path with regard to religion, but none are
religious.
The Secular Society became very important to Jill,
where she found the talks and the people interesting
and stimulating. She felt having Sunday evenings to
hold onto gave a structure to her week, particularly
when she was living alone.
Jill led a full life and had many long term friends,
including Alice, Bessie and Sue Skyrme, but she
continued to make new friends all her life. She was a
very attractive woman and she enjoyed considerable
male attention right to the end. She had many
interests – she had a family tree back to the 1600s
(many of them were Quakers) and she loved poetry, an

interest she shared with both her husband and Hugh.
Some of her poetry has appeared in the Secularist. Jill
will be much missed and long remembered by the
Society.

Bessie Hayes remembers
I knew Jill for around 40 years, from the time that she
and her husband moved to Leicester from his previous
post at Durham University. Early contacts were
because one of her sons and one of mine became very
close friends. It was a meaningful friendship, which
continues to the present day – so close that they stood
in turn as best man at each other’s wedding
After her marriage break-up I also knew her next
partner Hugh, because he taught art at one of the
schools for children with learning difficulties, which I
occasionally visited in my role as an educational
psychologist.
During more recent years I have met Jill occasionally
as a friend, and through our membership of the
Leicester Secular Society and weekly events at Secular
Hall. In the last few years I have been aware of her
worries about her fading memory, but until very
recently this did not get in the way of her driving her
car, attending language classes or going swimming
with friends.
I visited Jill the day before she died, during her recent
illness and stay in Leicester Royal Infirmary. She could
only speak in a whisper and her eyes were mainly
closed, but there were still some signs of the old Jill. I
felt sad when I heard that she had died, but I could not
have wished for her to continue. I am sure that, like me,
many people will have fond memories of her.

Leicester Secularist
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Anthony Matthew

Cooperation in Humans and Other Animals
The Darwin Day lecture on 12th
February was given by Dr Susanne
Shultz of Manchester University to
the largest audience for some time.
Humans are a prime example of
sociability, much more so than their
close cousins the apes, and this is a
d i f f e r e n c e t h a t e vo l u t i o n a r y
biologists aim to explain. Other
examples of social animals include
bees, ants and some other insects as
well some mammals such as killer
whales. This behaviour must be
genetically determined to some
extent since it is found in some
species and not others. These
animals do not just live together in
groups, they also show cooperation,
making an effort from which others
in the group benefit. This altruism is
an evolutionary paradox. Natural
selection explains why some genes
propagate more widely than others.
If an organism had a gene for
cooperation the benefit would go to
other members of the group in
competition with it and to their
genes, so the cooperative gene
would tend to be eliminated.

Co-operative Groups
The solution proposed by W D
Hamilton for the sociability of bees is
to note that the bees in a hive are
sisters and therefore share many of
the same genes (in fact 75% for bees).
Hence cooperative activity in the
hive does benefit many of the genes
of an individual bee, though in the
bodies of other members. For
mammals, siblings share 50% of their
genes and 12.5% for cousins. Some
social animals such as naked mole
rats and meerkats live in cooperative
groups where members are closely
genetically related.

Kin Selection
However, close relatedness is not
sufficient to result in cooperation,
which applies to only 2% of

6

Leicester Secularist

mammals and 3% of birds.
Sociability tends to be found only in
species living in extremely
precarious environments, and even
then the degree of relatedness is
lower than would be expected. As
for humans, in surviving huntergatherer groups, average
relatedness is typically only 5%.
Many others in the group are
spouses who are not kin by blood
and their relatives as well as others
not related at all. Even bees turn out
to be less closely related than the
theoretical figure of 75%. Thus the
theory of explaining cooperation by
kin selection is overrated in the
judgment of the eminent biologist E
O Wilson, who has studied the social
organisation of ants. That opinion
has been highly controversial with
supporters of the theory seeing is less. Social interaction is affected by
themselves as a group under attack.
neurotransmitters which act on the
The Social Brain
brain, such as dopamine. Amygdala
are
brain structures in humans that
Cooperation is obviously highly
beneficial for humans and other have evolved with the development
a n i m a l s , e n a b l i n g a c c e s s t o of social groups.
resources, lower mortality, and also
defence against others groups,
implying that cooperation may be
limited in extent. Groups may have
abilities that individuals could not
have, as with the huge nests that
termite colonies construct. The
theory that natural selection works
at the level of groups rather than
genes is discredited but an
alternative theory is that selection
operates at multiple levels because
animals interact. R I M Dunbar has
proposed the social brain hypothesis
in which cooperation precedes high
relatedness rather than being a
consequence. The importance of the
brain is shown in primates where
large brain size goes with larger
social groups. While aggression
amongst primates is higher for those
with larger brains, pair-wise conflict

Religion
In humans social relations involve
the intellect as well as
neurotransmitters. The evolution of
religion may depend on the way that
humans feel good together and
ascribe the need to be cooperative to a
supernatural agency rather than their
own biology. Cooperation depends
(increasing with the size of the group)
on some sanctions against those who
do not cooperate and these may also
be ascribed to some divine order.

The Answer
So the answer to the paradox seems to
be that natural selection has led to
brain development in some species,
an organ which it costs energy to
maintain, but which pays for itself by
enabling cooperation and the many
benefits which result from that.

Helen Pettman (coordinator for Evington in Bloom)

from the National Secular Society

Sustainable food

Secular schools ‘more
appropriate than faith
schools’ in diverse
Britain

Alec Duthie, a smallholder and
organic grower from Nailstone (a
village between Market Bosworth
and Coalville) introduced a film
about local food movements,
celebrating the development of local
food economies.
The film made a very strong point
that we should all care about where
our food comes from and that if we
don't we will “screw up the planet”.
In the 1980s and 1990s, the big
supermarkets dominated with the
message “cheapest is best”. They
gave people choices, but these
choices weren't ours and weren't the
best for our health or wellbeing. This
fast moving film discussed the BSE
crisis in Britain with a loss of £3.7
billion and showing piles of cattle
being slaughtered and burned. Then
the Foot and Mouth crisis in 2001
causing huge financial losses and
misery to farmers. From this dire
situation opportunities arose.
Farmers' markets started to develop
from the late 1990s, farmers selling
directly to the public to cut out the
middle person. Organic farms, like
Riverside developed veg box
schemes from small beginnings and
other organic farms selling directly
to the public have also developed.
See www.localfood.org.uk.

N AT I O N A L N E W S

Bristol, George Ferguson and how
their “grow your own” movement
had encouraged people to look at
growing on free land. Parks, he said,
need not be a desert of mowed grass,
but an opportunity for growing food
– food for health and food for the
economy. Growing our own food
together can be part of the pleasure of
living. These small projects now
happening all around can be scaled
up and driven by the public.

After the film, Alex spoke about
Leicester's Food Plan which went up
to 2016 and was due for renewal.
Leicester is linked with the
sustainable Food Cities network and
m a n y p a r t n e r s a r e i n vo l ve d
including the Soil Association, the
Junk Food project and Fairshare,
distributing food to charities.
Graceworks, based in Evington, also
A short clip featured the Mayor of has sustainable food projects.
Another Leicester city project called
'Parkforce' is through partnerships
with volunteers and with the Royal
Horticultural Society and East
Midlands in Bloom, to develop
community gardening programmes
encouraging registration through the
'It's Your Neighbourhood' (IYN)
scheme. There are now between 30
and 40 IYNs in Leicester. The RHS has
a well thought out website and
funding to help schools with their
gardening projects.
See
www.schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk

The Times has reported that pupils
from Muslim backgrounds
outnumber those from Christian
families in more than 30 Church of
England faith schools, and that
one Anglican school's population
is from an entirely Muslim
background.
One school even describes itself as
"a church school serving a
majority Muslim community".
Professor Alan Smithers of the
centre for education at the
University of Buckingham told
the Times that secular schools
were more appropriate than faith
schools, and that some of the
Anglican faith schools should be
converted.
"The Church of England has
traditionally provided education in
this country but now that risks being
an uncomfortable experience for the
Muslim pupils that fill many of these
schools.
"It must also be very confusing for the
handful of Christian pupils in some of
them. It would seem logical these
schools become secular institutions."
Stephen Evans, the campaigns
director of the National Secular
Society, endorsed Professor
Smither's comments, and said that
the Times' report "exposed the
anachronism in our education
system."
"A 19th century system of education
simply isn't appropriate for 21st
century Britain. The time has come to
consider ways in which we can move
towards a truly inclusive secular
education system in which religious
organisations play no formal role.
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Burns Night

Please pay your
annual Subs says
Treasurer
Dear Member,
If you have not yet paid your subscription
please can you now pay them promptly and
save our Treasurer from having to chase you.
We need the funds to continue to both
campaign for Secularism and maintain our
home in the Secular Hall. Please consider
making an additional donation
The subs for 2017 are being frozen at the same
level as 2016. They are:
Individuals £21, Low income £7
Household (multiple members) £28
Please send your cheques, made payable to
Leicester Secular Society, to:
John Catt
32 Bramcote Road
Loughborough LE11 2 SA
If you use internet banking, you can credit the
Society’s bank account as follows
ACCOUNT NO 20195380
SORT CODE 60-83-01
Please confirm such transfers with an email to:
treasurer@Lsec.org.uk
If you prefer to pay by cash, you can hand this to
any Board member.
John Catt (Membership Sec/Treasurer)

Saturday June 3rd Summer Coach Trip

82 people came to the Burns Night Supper at the
Secular Hall in January. About £114 was taken on the
door.
Top and middle: dancing to the Three Maggies.
Bottom: the cooks who provided the traditional meal
of haggis, ‘neeps and tatties. Gillian, Veronica, Sue and
Bessie
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Rosedene Chartist Cottage and
the Avoncroft Museum of
Historic Buildings
15 places only. £30 (includes coach and
admissions), early booking essential.
Enquiries to secretary@lsec.org.uk or text
07989122917

Anthony Matthew

Faith Schools
Jay Harman is in charge of the
campaign on faith schools for the
British Humanist Association and
gave a talk to the Secular Society on
16th February. These are schools in
the state sector with a dedicated
religious character and they are
allowed to discriminate in their
curriculum, employment practices
and for admissions. Jay first dealt
with a number of myths which are
used to justify the existence of state
faith schools (which exist only in
Ireland, Estonia and Israel apart
from Britain).
Faith schools (the great majority of
which are either Anglican or
Catholic) are said to be popular.
However, according to British Socal
Attitude surveys 42% of the
population are opposed to faith
schools and 72% against selection by
religion. 66% of Muslims would not
choose a faith school. When parents
send their children to a faith school it
is for the sake of the religion in only
9% of cases, the main reason being
the academic standards.
It is claimed that the European
Convention on Human Rights
(article 2, protocol 1) lays down a
right to attend a faith school. This is a
misinterpretation: the EHCR
provides a right for parents to bring
up children in their faith but does not
require the state to provide religious
schools – and the great majority of
European countries do not do so.
(There is of course a tension here
between the rights of parents and the
rights of children to make up their
own minds.) A secular school is no
threat to a religious family, whereas a
religious school is so for a humanist
family. With the decline in Anglican
church attendance C of E schools are
regarded by the hierarchy as a means
of evangelism. When they conduct

collective worship pupils of other
religions or none can be exempt but
that fosters a feeling of rejection by
the wider society.
Faith schools are allowed to
discriminate for admission when
they are oversubscribed, the result
being that 16% of all school places are
subject to religious criteria, which
amounts to 1.2 million. Such
discrimination amounts to social
selection though that is not the
ostensible criterion. This is shown by
the figures for free school meals
where non-religious schools take
more than the average proportion for
their area while the religious schools
generally take fewer. The same
applies for pupils whose first
language is not English. Because
these schools can select their entry
they attract the more ambitious
parents, often better off and able to
give more support to their children.
(A single mother with three children
is not going to find time to arrange
the church flowers.) As a result of
their entry rather than their
education many religious schools do
well in the league tables. Coloma
Convent Girls' School in Croydon is
one of the highest for academic
results in the country and has 75%
fewer pupils on free school meals
than the average for the area.
For the last few years there has been a
cap of 50% on religious criteria being
used for admissions in new faith
schools. In response the Catholic
church has refused to open any new
schools in that time. Now because of
the need for more schools and the
obstacles against local authorities
founding them the Catholic church
has been allowed to revert to 100%
discrimination. The church argued
that the cap had not increased
integration but that argument was

based on the few Muslim or Hindu
schools to which it applied and the
reason why non-Muslim parents did
not send there children to Muslim
schools were not because of the cap.
Catholics also argued that canon law
obliged the church to discriminate in
favour of Catholics in education.
Despite that claim, private Catholic
schools are happy to accept pupils
from any parents who can afford the
fees. Furthermore state Catholic
schools in Scotland do not select on
religious grounds, though
supposedly canon law applies there
too. Anyway why should the rules of
a religious group determine national
educational policy? We can imagine
the outcry if the same were claimed
for sharia law.
The audience did not need to be
convinced that faith schools were
objectionable. Unfortunately the
present government has already
allowed increased discrimination.
Furthermore the new policy of
creating grammar schools is now the
main target in Labour's education
policy with much less attention paid
to the issue of faith schools. Of course
humanists would ideally like to see
the end of faith schools in the state
sector. If no political party is brave
enough to adopt that policy what
lesser policy would make a difference
to segregation and social selection
and yet be feasible? It would be an
advance if churches were allowed to
offer an education with their own
religious flavour but were not
allowed to discriminate at all in the
admission of pupils. That would
reduce but not end the segregation
that faith schools endorse.
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“THE TROUBLES TO GREET BEAUTY”
"It was a chilly cold 23rd of November in
distant Dresden in 1982. My 9-year-old
daughter was with me. It was peaceful
and quiet in the chapel, except for the
organ and violin music. We were
altogether 40 individuals present. I had
invited them personally to pay a last
tribute to my mother and they all came the comrades who had looked on us with
suspicion and mistrust; - the artists who
had never quite wanted to accept mother
into their midst; - The various G. D. R.
Organizations, S E D (Socialist united
Party of the G.D.R.), V D N
(organization for victims of Nazism);
what were they thinking? - And many
faithful true friends.

one year before she died. At last,
after many struggles, the
‘Association of Artists in the GDR,
‘Verband Bildender Künstler’ finally
accepted her and gave her the artistic
recognition she deserved. This last
exhibition in Dresden in 1981 was
organized by the culture league of
the GDR, by the city council of
Dresden and was a great success.

The hardship and struggles my
parents experienced as socialists and
anti-Nazi fighters, who were active
political dissident during the 1920s
and under Hitler, their lives in exile
in the Czech republic followed by
their escape to Britain is a story that
has
to be told. Following these
I had requested violin music for the
ceremony - one of her favourite Gipsy experiences they continued to
violin melodies. To begin with, a comrade endure life as foreign aliens in
postwar Secular
Britain and
internment
fromsocialist.
the National
Society
spoke, praising her as a faithful
I thought to myself - how ironical. They camp. Their application to return to
were always making life extra hard for us Dresden in the 1950’s was turned
down by the Russian authorities
during her lifetime
without
any reason given. A possible
So starts the tale of Margarete
Klopfleisch, a German anti-fascist earlier return to the GDR with other
who, after fleeing Germany to escape émigrés was difficult as they were
t h e N A Z I S , e n d e d u p i n now the parents of two small
Maidenhead, taken in by the dreams children. A holiday trip 1960 with
of an equal system, left Britain in my mother and sister to Dresden, in
1960 ‘for a holiday of no return’' to the former GDR resulted in
permanent residence. There, we
"Socialist" East Germany.
witnessed and experienced firstSonja Grossner's gripping re-telling
hand the corruption and oppression
of the story of her mother's life.
growing within the state. In 1984 I
Never fully accepted by either the
returned to England with my
socialist government of her adopted
daughter, then aged 11.
home or the community of artists she
tried to befriend but Margarete's My father was a member of the ‘Rot
tragic tale is not without its joyful Front Kämpfer Bund’, (Red Front
points of light made all the sweeter Fighters League) and was delegated
because of t he sadness and to represent his area and sent to visit
disillusionment she felt with life the young Soviet Union. My parents
met through their political activities.
under the GDR.
This is their story, particularly my
Sonja Grossner writes
mother and her fight for artistic
‘The Troubles To Greet Beauty. ‘ (Von recognition. It is also the story of the
der Mühe, die Schönheit zu constant struggles my parents
begrüßen)’. This is the title of a experienced, as anti-fascists, their
newspaper article written about my life as emigres and their return to the
mother’s last successful exhibition, GDR. (continued overleaf)
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Sonja (above) and her daughter,
Lorna, are both members of the
Secular Society and artists in their
own right.
This large and information- filled
book, was written and published by
Sonja and her daughter Lorna. It is a
tribute to Sonja's mother and
Lorna's grandmother, Margarete
Grossner Klopfleisch [1911-1982],
known as Gretel. Gretel was an
artist, poet and sculptor, who made
woodcarvings and modelled in clay.
Some of her work can be seen in
Leicester's New Walk Museum and
Art Gallery in the permanent
exhibition of Expressionist Art

GREETA KLOPFLEISCH’S STORY
Caroline Mole writes
Sonja's parents were both active
communists who risked
imprisonment or worse. They had,
therefore, to leave Dresden and flee
to Prague in Czechoslovakia. While
life there was very hard, nevertheless
Gretel managed to become a
member of the prestigious Oskar
Kokoshka League of artists due to
her artistic prowess. This allowed
her to be given safe passage to
England and then a job in the house
of surrealist painter, Roland Penrose.
This saga illustrates well the awful
business of being a refugee, arriving
in a foreign country with no word of
the local language. As well, the
journey was terrifying, with the
Nazis everywhere. The experience of
Sonja's father, Peter Klopfleisch, was
much worse. He had to travel all
across northern Europe to escape to
England from northern Poland.
Once in England problems
continued with both having to be
interned as possible enemy aliens.
This happened to all refugees from
Germany, even jews. Peter was sent
to Australia and Gretel to the Isle of
Wight.

Europe in Chains Gretel Klopfleisch

Finally, after much upheaval, the
British Artist International
Association helped to get Peter and
Gretel out of internment camps and
they settled in England. Sadly, as
Germans in post-war Britain, they
experienced a lot of mistrust from
officials and neighbours. But Gretel's things happened with artworks
art helped her meet sympathetic and stolen or damaged and Peter confined
friendly people.
to an old persons home.
Having returned to Dresden after a This an interesting book packed with
considerable absence, they were met information and illustrations, there is
with suspicion, so it took Gretel a much to recommend it.
while to become established as an
artist there. In 1971, things started to
The Troubles to Greet Beauty by Sonja
go very wrong when the Stasi, secret
Grossner, 334 pages Publisher:
police, started to take an interest in
AnchorPrint Group Ltd; £7.48
them. Frightening and mysterious
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Chris Goodwin

Migration & Climate Change
Are people fleeing climate change adapt to climate change. They are
going to be a problem for people planting trees, securing housing,
here?
c o n s e r v i n g b i o d i v e r s i t y,
S a r a h H a r p e r P r o f e s s o r o f mechanizing farming, installing
gerontology at Oxford University early warning systems. Africa is
found that the birth rate in Europe is urbanising, farming is taking place
f a l l i n g . T o s u p p o r t i t s e l f in tower blocks unaffected by
e c o n o m i c a l l y a n d i t s o l d e r climate change. An all Africa
population Europe needs 1.4 million conference of farmers and others
people from migration between 1995 was held in 2014 to build on these
and 2050. The World Bank forecasts initiatives. People are also moving to
that Russia and Europe need 3.3 and fro within Africa. Africans have
million immigrants annually to 2025 many different religions.
and 4.1 million combined migration
annually between 2025 and 2050.
Almost half of people born overseas
emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.
According to researchers most
people migrating to Europe have
other reasons as well as climate
change. 57 million people fled wars
in 2014 (United Nations
commissioner for war). Only 800,000
asylum applications were made in
Europe 2014-6. Most people stayed
closer to home.

A report by War on Want 2016
reveals 101 mining companies listed
on the British stock exchange. The
British government has aided and
abetted $192m dollars from Africa
mainly in profits from foreign
companies' tax dodging and the cost
of adapting to climate change.

Land grabbing, discriminatory
banking and intellectual property
rights over seeds for GM crops are all
contributing. Farmers have been
fighting back. Others are fighting
Whilst some people will flee back against the British firm Rio
Africans are taking measures to Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger

Delta an oil company was beaten
over gas flaring.
Reece Jones has looked into borders
and climate change. There are
barriers to keep migrants out ín
Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco
and Hungary and Palestine. Borders
and barriers are used to limit the
movement of the poor by creating
pools of exploitable labour. They are
also used to control the environment
by creating pools of exploitable
resources with rules of extraction
that differ across territories. The
wealthy move about at will while
barriers displace people and affect
the poor, animals, vegetation and
create flooding. Thousands of olive
trees have been cut down by Israel
contributing to climate change.
People in the southern hemisphere
such as the Maldives islands in the
Indian ocean are likely to be most
affected by climate change. Climate
change is a big battle but in 2015
renewables became the world's
largest source of energy with China
in the lead.

SECULAR WORLD NEWS
from the International Humanist and Ethical Union

Facebook Removes “Blasphemous” Content in Pakistan
Pa k i s t a n Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Authority Chairman Ismael Shah
said a team, from Facebook,
comprising 25 members, has been in
Pa k i s t a n wo r k i n g w i t h t h e
government to remove
“blasphemous content” on social
media. He said: “Facebook agreeing
to our demands is a big
achievement.”

of blasphemous material, blocking
107 “blasphemous” webpages. He
said the Facebook administration
has realized the issue and “assured
to comply with our demand.”.
Earlier, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
had ordered Facebook to remove or
block blasphemous content and said
that anyone posting such material
should be punished.

According to Interior Minister Among all the Muslim-majority
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, the countries, Pakistan arguably has the
company has already removed 85% most stringent blasphemy laws,
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which include the death penalty.
Several Facebook pages and websites
including that of the Atheist Agnostic
Alliance Pakistan (AAAP) and the
Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain
(CEMB) are no longer reachable from
within Pakistan. The Leicester
Secular Society has 262 Facebook
friends and its live streaming of
lectures has reached 1,000s.
However, it is not known whether the
LSS facebook page is blocked in
Pakistan.

Can You Spot the Difference?

The Secular Hall has not changed much over the last 136
years years. However there are just a few differences
between these two photos. The one on the left was taken
c1900 and the one on the right is very recent.

If you look closely, you can see that there were once
crests above the two square windows which are lights to
the ballroom (formerly the old lecture hall). What is
remarkable is that the scale drawings for these designs
survive, tucked away at the back of a photo album, at
the Records Office. They were made by the architect
William Larner Sugden in 1879. He only drew half of
each crest and I have simulated a view of the whole crest
and restored some of the damage to the drawings.
It is my guess that these crests were originally made in
carved brickwork. Being cheaper than stone, this
technique was used for many other of the decorations
on the front of the Hall. However, this ‘gauged
brickwork’ is very susceptible to frost damage and that
is maybe the reason why the crests have not survived.
One of the other differences are the wrought iron
railings which can be seen on the left beneath the two
shop windows. Three of the six railings have survived.
Craftsmen have now been found who can restore the
stained glass, fabricate three new railings, carve new
crests and repair the damaged stonework at ground
floor level.
It is hoped that all of this work can be done as part of the
Heritage Lottery fund bid to renovate the the front of
the Hall. Hopefully this time the crests should be a little
more weatherproof. We should know if the bid is
successful by the autumn.

Ned Newitt
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Janet Jones

THE ASIAN RATIONALISTS
Dr Harish Mehra a founder member
of the Asian Rationalist Society of
Britain, provided a fascinating and
enlightening talk on his work
amongst the Asian community,
many of whom live in a state of
apprehension and anxiety caused by
a myriad of superstitious beliefs
which affect their daily lives. He
described how the cumulative
impact of these superstitions, and
the men who promote them, can
have a devastating effect on the
mental health and financial well
being of the individual, and are
particularly prevalent, although not
exclusively, amongst the less well
educated.
Superstition

these charlatans can provide cures,
change luck, affect exam results and
can harm the supplicant by
witchcraft if reported to the
authorities.
This task is particularly difficult in
the case of the elderly who arrived in
the 1960s, often poorly educated,
and more inclined to adhere to the
culture of their original village than
to take on new ideas. However he
felt that overall the society, which has
branches in Birmingham, Derby and
Coventry, had been successful in
undertaking some of the tasks. For
example he has written 17 books,
plus articles for Punjabi newspapers,
appears twice weekly on Asian
Network television and speaks on
radio programmes. The society have
a l s o l e a f l e t e d f e s t i va l s , a n d
maintained stalls on the roads
around Handsworth offering
literature in Punjabi, Hindi and
English, which promotes a
rationalist view of life. Drama teams
have been formed to act out the
issues to the less educated, and links
have been established with the
police and trading standards in
order to report the abuses, often
from over stayers and looters.

As a result of these concerns, 20 years
ago a group of young people banded
together to educate their Asian
communities in order to free them
from the superstitions which
oppressed them. As a major factor he
blamed society's toleration of the cult
of astrologers, babas, gurus and faith
healers who prey on the community,
offering false hope and expectation,
which subsequently affects all
aspects of life, both physical, mental
and social, and in addition often has
consequences such as mental ill Confidence Tricksters
heath, when the promised results fail Despite this the work is an uphill
to materialise.
struggle with little support from
The society has broad aims, in either the Gurdwaras or Mosques,
particular promoting scientific who Dr Mehra feels do little to tackle
thinking, and
abolishing the the issue, and no Mental Health
practices of these charlatans who Dr support from the NHS. The biggest
Mehra classifies as social criminals, limitation is one of funding, and all
as they demand substantial cash the work carried out is on a
payments for their services. It voluntary basis, supported by
t h e r e f o r e wo r k s t o p r o m o t e limited subscription. Although the
rationalist thinking and to raise majority of the people who go to
scientific awareness of all aspects of babas and soothsayers suffer
life in general and particularly mentally, no councillors or MPs are
mental ill health. In doing so it seeks prepared to support a change in the
t o e r a d i c a t e t h e p r e v a i l i n g law and Dr Mehra went on to explain
misconceptions, held by many, that just how difficult it is to bring these

confidence tricksters to justice.
Many of these charlatans, who are
often not only tolerated by the
community but openly welcomed,
advertise their services and are
unlikely to stop as they can make up
to £200 per day, or even £1600 for the
(unsubstantiated) prediction of a
cancer cure. This is not helped by the
present fraud arrangements where
these cash payments, which rapidly
disappear into the subcontinent,
have to be proved in a court of law. In
view of this Trading Standards and
the Police have been handicapped in
their efforts to suppress the
business. However, there has now
been at least one notable success and
the perpetrator has received a nine
year custodial sentence.
Religious Leaders
Dr Mehra also explained the way in
which some beliefs and customs,
supported by religious leaders, feed
into this system where religion and
superstition are intermingled. For
example not eating certain foods or
washing on certain days. The belief
that a child's future and personality
can be foretold at the moment of
birth is constricting and limiting to
many, and engenders a belief in
predestination and a resignation to
the inevitable which can only be
alleviated by the intervention of the
guru.
In conclusion, although Dr Mehra
felt that faith schools, coupled with a
caste system and gender inequality
which are both inherent in the
community, militated against
change unless it was imposed
externally, he did feel that there were
some brighter prospects for the
younger generation coming through
the State system which hopefully
would engender a more rational and
scientific approach to the challenges
of everyday living.
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Pete Stone

Pointing and Laughing
I was at my step daughters house
this week, and my eye was drawn
to a wall decoration that she had
made to record the relative ages of
my grand daughters by casting
their hand prints in plaster. Her
eldest daughter has the long slim
hands of a girl in a hurry to be a
teenager, the twins can even be
identified by the differing
personalities in their handprints,
and the youngest, just four when
the cast was taken, with her square
palm and stubby fingers. On an
impulse I pointed to the smallest
imprint and quipped to my son in
law that it was astounding that he
had managed to get Donald Trump
to give them a cast.
Later that night I idly considered
the nature of the joke I had made;
President Trump may have the
ridiculous hairstyle of a man in
denial, the seemingly permanent
pan stick orange complexion of a
celebrity who is always prepared to
appear on camera, and those
disproportionately small hands are
another thing which causes him to
become quite tetchy when they are
satirized by his detractors, why
does any of that matter? Trump is
not a concert pianist or a manual
labourer, he will never be required
to perform any dexterous feat that
requires large hands, so what does
it matter? The assumed reason that

he is so sensitive about this
seemingly minor and irrelevant
characteristic is the dubious but
widely held belief that the size of a
man's hands (or feet) is an
indicator of the size of his penis. It
is also assumed that a man with a
small penis is less potent, less
virile, and would be less
successful in his lovemaking,
ergo; Donald and his little hands
are disappointing in bed therefore
less of a man. I have no idea
whether Trump is a gentle
sensitive and considerate lover, I
really don't want to think about it,
I really really don't. What I do
know is that he has managed to
marry three times, each time to
very beautiful women, though it
might not be unreasonable to
suggest that they found his vast
wealth and the power it brought
with it perhaps at least as
attractive as the man himself.
His current position as President
is not a hereditary title so he does
not need to produce an heir to
carry on the business (he already
has five), nor does he need to
seduce pleasure and impregnate
other heads of state, so his virility
is not a requirement for the job. If
we learned anything from Bill
Clinton it's that it might be best to
keep your libido out of the Oval
office.

There are many things to dislike
about Trump; his dishonesty, his
misogyny, his arrogance, his
racism, his xenophobia, his
instability and inability to restrain
himself from making ill considered
pronouncements, his unsuitability
for office given his seemingly daily
'unstatesmanlike' behaviour, but
the hair, the orange skin and the size
of his hands are not reasons to
dislike him, they are the flaws that
make him human.
Trump was rightly criticized for his
mocking parody of New York
Times reporter Serge Kovaleski a
man who has a congenital joint
condition called arthrogryposis
that limits flexibility in his arms, but
in mocking Trump's affected
hairstyle complexion and small
hands we are doing the same as he
does, we are mocking a person for
having a visible difference, for not
conforming to 'normal'. Trump is
quite despicable, for the things he
says, the things he does, for the
policies he espouses and the way
that he goes about achieving his
ends. I choose not to be like Trump, I
will not mock his physical
characteristics to belittle him for a
cheap laugh. Anyway bearing in
mind his erratic responses to a
personal slight, it may be wise to
remember whose stubby little
finger is on the nuclear button.

Secular Hall Midweek Lecture

Thursday 15th June 7pm

Simon
Cole
Chief Constable for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland
Being the community’s protective firewall: policing the
public, private and virtual places and spaces of Leicester,
Leicestershire and Rutland in a digital age.
Leicester Secularist
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Secular Society Contacts
All can be reached by post via the
Hall address

WHY IS SECULAR LIFE SO BLOODY BORING?

President: Gush Bhumbra
president@Lsec.org.uk

Chairperson: Anthony Matthew
chair@Lsec.org.uk

Membership Secretary/Treasurer
John Catt
Tel: 01509 211468
memsec@Lsec.org.uk

Company Secretary:
Gillian Lighton
secretary@Lsec.org.uk

Hall bookings/maintenance
Mike Burden:
Tel: 07722 782727
rooms@Lsec.org.uk

Events Coordinator: Gillian Lighton
Secularist Editor: Ned Newitt
secularist@Lsec.org.uk

Library and archives
Gillian Lighton
library@Lsec.org.uk

Keyholders:
Mike Burden and Gillian Lighton
Audio-visual kit
Normally held by Mike Burden
Leicester Secular Society
Registered Office:
Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate,
Leicester LE1 1WB

Email:
mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

Website:
www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
LSS is a company limited by guarantee
Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit
undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.
Please note that the views and proposals
expressed in this journal are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Board of the Society,
and the Editor, the Society and its officers
accept no liability for views expressed. As the
journal of a Freethought organisation any
member’s views may be published subject to
the usual constraints of avoiding libel,
occasional editing to fit the space available and
intrinsic merit.
The contents may be reproduced at will unless
the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol.
An acknowledgement of the source (for
original material) would be appreciated - with a
link to the Society website.

16

Leicester Secularist

I enjoy a well cooked pancake just as
well as the rest of my fellow citizens.
Many are the hours I have slaved
over a hot stove practising my
flipping prowess before celebrating
the concluding ritual of anointing
the circular crepular form with
sugar (brown and Fairtrade if
possible) and lemon (freshly
squeezed and unwaxed organic of
course).
All this heat and strenuous physical
frying pan activity oft leads my
untutored mind wandering off into
the realm of what is known by
serious athletes and runners as the
“Zone”. Not for the first time my
brief permanence in this Zen like
state of being yet not being has
made me ask myself deep and
burning questions about the human
condition and the nature of being.
The Pinnacle of our Achievment
Is This What It Is All About?
Millennia upon millennia of
evolution and this is where we are?
Three (or four) score and ten years
and the pinnacle of our mortal
achievement is this? Secular preLenten pancakes? Proto-Christmas
plum puddings?
Burn's Night
Haggis? Not to mention, or forget,
the Chocolate Bunnies and Eggs! Is
this really it?
Is this comestible reality the be all
and the end all of the centuries long
quest to bring meaning and
r e l e va n c e t o t h e w o r l d b y
intellectual luminaries throughout
the ages? From the foundations
established by Graeco-Roman
intellectuals, through the trials of
the Renaissance and the
Reformation, to the hothouse of the
Industrial Revolution and the
Scientific Revolution of the last
century or so, where is it that we
have arrived in the present day?

Welcome to the Daily Grind
Are we really here, flippantly
pancake flipping, because we, we
the Secularists, do not believe in an
inner life? If that is the case then we
are also dishonest. Dishonest not to
shout out loud: This Is It Mates!
Welcome to the Daily Grind. Get up
and get on with the boring and
soulless, never ending struggle to
put bread on the plate and wine in
the bowl in order to keep the
molecules active before death
overtakes us and dust is truly
returned to dust.
The Darkness of Cardiac Canals
On the other hand, if, and it is a very
big if, the Secularist Man somehow,
deep in the recesses of his frontal
lobes or in the darkness of his
cardiac canals, he, or she, still
believes in the Soul or the Psyche or
the Animus or the Lumen, or some
other such description of the eternal
spark of existence, then what
exactly is this Secularist doing
about it?
I submit that the watered down neoreligious ceremonial cast-offs
unthinkingly reproduced and
replayed in pathetic obeisance to
Culture do not fit the bill. Or in the
current common parlance of
politico speak: they are not fit for
purpose.
Secularist Ritual
Where does the Secularist turn for
symbolic rite and ritual? Where are
the robes and uniforms of the
celebrant and the celebree? Where
are the secular songs, the hymns,
the poems to bring joy, emotion and
just possibly a glimpse of
illumination? Where is the oratory
and the ceremony to provoke and
permit communal harmony and
understanding? Where indeed my
Secular friends?

