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Statue to Secular Society member Alice Hawkins unveiled

DEEDS NOT WORDS
A huge crowd turned out to watch
the unveiling of a seven-foot bronze
statue of suffragette Alice Hawkins
in the New Market Square in
Leicester. The day began with a large
procession wending its way from the
Secular Hall to the new statue. The
event made the national news and
has given Leicester a proud new
landmark.

jumping on the bandwagon. The
Reverend Mandy Ford kindly held a
memorial service for her at Welford
Road Cemetery.

Suffragettes and the Church
In Alice’s day, the Church did not
have an easy relationship with the
idea of women's suffrage. The
Suffragettes saw the Church as part
of the establishment and Church
Alice was jailed five times during her teaching on women was seen as
campaign to win the vote for women fuelling inequality.
and spent time in Leicester and The Church of England’s refusal to
Holloway jails. Unlike so many other remove the bride's vow to "obey" her
suffragettes, she was from a working husband from the marriage service.
class background, active in her trade and the barring of women from the
union and a delegate to Leicester ministry and also caused the Church
Trades Council.
to be seen as opposing the
Secular Society Member
movement.
Alice was a member of the Women's Locally, Rev F. Lewis Donaldson of
Social and Political Union (WSPU) St Mark’s Church was very active in
and spoke at factory gates, market s u p p or t of t h e Su f f r a g e t t e s .
squares and village greens all However the majority of the Bishops
around Leicester.
in the House of Lords supported the
What was not known until recently controversial 'Cat and Mouse Act'
The march leaving the Secular Hall .
was that in 1901, Alice and her
husband Alfred, joined the Secular
Society. At that time, the Secular
Society already had a long history of
support for women’s suffrage. In
1872, Josiah Gimson, one of the
Secular society’s founders, was the
first chairman of the Leicester
Women’s Suffrage Society.
Alice’s Secular Society’s membership
has not stopped the Church from The Secular Society’s membership record for 1901 showing Alice & Alfred Hawkins.

Inside: A Defender of the Heathens, Daring Rationalists of Baghdad - Chomsky

WHAT’S ON
at the
Secular Hall
MARCH
Sunday March 4th 6.30pm

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY EVENT
Liz Clegg - Asylum seeking women and
destitution in the UK
How our asylum system fails to protect
vulnerable women.

Sunday March 11th 6.30pm

Outside the Secular Hall 2018

ANNIVERSARY EVENT
Keith Porteous Wood - The work of the
National Secular Society in the UK and
internationally

which facilitated the harsh treatment of suffragettes in
prison. To their credit, seven Bishops, including the
Bishop Leicester, opposed the Act.

To celebrate the 136th anniversary of the
Leicester Secular Hall, we welcome Keith, the
new president of the National Secular Society,
coming to meet Mo, the new president of
Leicester Secular Society. Tea and birthday cake
after the talk.

Sunday March 18th 6.30pm

Robert Knight - Lord Macaulay & God
Macaulay was a prominent Victorian writer and
reforming politician. The talk examines his
views on religion, placing them in the context
of his time and relating them to some
contemporary debates.

Thursday March 22nd 7.00pm

Willy Bach - The role of the Police &
Crime Commissioner
Lord Willy Bach will speak about his work as
Leicestershire’s elected police commissioner.

Sunday March 25th 6.30pm

WSPU & the Bishops
During 1913, the WSPU directly targeted The Bishop
of Winchester, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Bishop of London, the Archbishop of York, and the
Bishops of Croydon, Lewes, Islington and Stepney.
Each one was picketed by deputations at their official
residences until granted an audience, during which
the Church leaders were asked to protest against
forcible feeding.
The Church maintained the line that militancy was a
precursor to forcible feeding and militancy was
against the will of God, therefore the Church could not
act against forcible feeding.

Arson Attacks
As a result, some churches became the target of arson
attacks. In June 1914 Wargrave Church was burnt down
by two suffragettes and minor damage was done to the
Coronation Chair in Westminster Abbey. Breadsall
Church was also destroyed in a WSPU arson attack.

An evening of French music
Leicestershire violinist Tamaki Higashi and
pianist Mariko Terashi will perform their new
repertoire including music by Seixas and
Franck. Tickets £10, members £8. To book phone
Mike Burden on 07722 782727 or email him at
secularhall@gmail.com

March visit to Stoneywell
If you would like to go please contact the
secretary.lsec@gmail.com – please state if you
are a National Trust member and if you require
transport. Numbers limited to 10 only.
A Suffragette demonstration in Leicester c1911, Alice
Hawkins is holding one of the ropes to the banner. (Record
Office of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland)
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from the
editor
RELIGION’S
UNDUE INFLUENCE

National Secular Society poster

Catholic stranglehold on education policy in Parliament

CHURCH PAYS FOR MINISTERS’ INTERNS
According to Humanists UK, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference has been
paying MPs to place interns in their offices. The MPs concerned include the
new Education Secretary Damian Hinds, as well as the Shadow Schools
Minister Mike Kane, the Shadow Children and Families Minister Emma
Lewell-Buck, and the former Lib Dem Education Spokesperson John Pugh.
In April 2014, Hinds sponsored a Westminster Hall debate in the House of
Commons in support of Catholic schools and their use of admissions policies
designed to ensure intakes that are predominantly or exclusively Catholic.
In the debate, he took particular aim at the 50% cap on religious selection at
free schools, claiming that more inclusive admissions policies would ‘erode’
the character of Catholic schools and calling for the cap to be scrapped.
Humanists UK believes this represents inappropriate influence within
Parliament and raises questions about conflicts of interest in decision over
the 50% cap.
The Catholic Church in England and Wales has been giving substantial
financial support to high-profile MPs from a range of parties in return for
presence in their parliamentary offices. Through a series of donations to
cross-party MPs for parliamentary ‘interns’, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference has secured a presence in the parliamentary offices of at least
four MPs who held, or subsequently went on to hold, ministerial or shadow
ministerial education briefs.
The former Secretary of State for Education, Justine Greening, had defended
the cap and its important role in ensuring both integration in and fair access
to schools in England. However, Hinds has been one of the few prominent
voices supporting the removal of the cap, in line with the policy of the
Catholic Education Service and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference.
The Register of Members’ Interests details a donation of £5,116.25 given to
Hinds by the Catholic Bishops for an intern for his’ parliamentary office. The
internship is listed as lasting for 10 months. In the months prior to becoming
Labour’s Shadow Schools Minister in October 2016, Mike Kane (also a
Roman Catholic) was given £5,218.55 to cover the costs of a parliamentary
intern for 10 months. Former Liberal Democrat Education Spokesperson
John Pugh received £4,000 from the Catholic Bishops and Emma LewellBuck, the current Shadow Children and Families Minister, was similarly
gifted £5,330.

A third of state-funded schools in
England are run by religious
organisations. They have been
given the freedom to privilege
and discriminate against
children, parents, and teachers on
the basis of religion.
Ofsted’s most recent annual
report expresses alarm at the
‘increasing number of conservative
religious schools that are spreading
beliefs that clash with British values
and equalities law. ’ It also notes
that the proportion of private
religious schools that are failing
has increased significantly.
According to Ofsted Chief
Inspector Amanda Spielman,
some religious leaders are using
schools to ‘pervert the purpose of
education’ and ‘indoctrinate
impressionable minds.’
Given the existing level of
influence of religion on
education, one would think that
the present situation is bad
enough. Yet we now learn of the
political lobbying conducted by
the Catholic Church. It is to their
shame that the three major
political parties have failed to
recognise that this funding
creates a conflict of interest.
The removal of the 50% cap is
now opposed by almost every
education expert, except the
Catholic Education Service. In
light of the money that the new
Education Secretary has received
from the Catholic Church,
questions must surely be asked as
to whether Damian Hinds has a
conflict of interest in making a
decision on the 50% cap.
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Anthony Matthew

DARWIN DAY LECTURE
This year's Darwin Day Lecture was
given on 11th February by Prof. Paul
Gilbert of the University of Derby,
with the title of 'Compassion Focused
Therapy'. There was a full house,
some regular attenders and some
new faces who we hope will appear
again.
The subtitle was 'Compassion for the
dark side', an aspect of human
nature which he accounted for by the
evolution of our species, starting
from the beginning of the universe
a n d p r o c e e d i n g r a p i d l y.
Compassion is sensitivity to the
suffering of others and a
commitment to alleviate it, whereas
our dark side is insensitivity to the
needs of others and carelessly or
purposefully causing them harm.
Like all species, we have evolved
through natural selection, by which
individuals may have comparatively
short lives but they pass on their
genes to their descendants almost
unchanged. Through the
competition for survival and
reproduction slight advantages due
to differences in genes tend to be
preserved and over immense
numbers of generations may result
in quite different species. To a large
extent, the traits of behaviour which
have led to successful reproduction
tend to be of benefit to the individual
rather than any other organism,
including other members of the
same species.
Those behaviours are encoded in the
structure of our brains, but in the
comparatively recent evolution of
brains they have added new
capabilities especially the
development of language. That has
led to self-awareness, reciprocity in
the treatment of others, a sense of
shame and eventually explicit
principles of ethics. The mental
processes now possible may be
derived from bodily functions but
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the causation can also run the other
way, with imagination, desires or
fears bringing about physical effects.
Language makes culture possible,
which develops not by the actions of
individuals but by incremental
contributions by many. The culture
in which a child grows up will have
deep effects on its personality, to the
extent of epigenetic switching on or
off of various genes, which may or
may not be reversible. The primitive
traits for survival are the basis for
cultural traits such as the preference
for our kin and more broadly for
some group with which we identify.
The emotions for fighting which
were functional when we lived more
precarious lives may now be
indulged by acts of cruelty in which
we may participate or view as
spectators or which are presented to
us as fantasy in film or television.
These features of our dark side are
present in all of us, handed down
from our ancestors. The task of the
therapist in handling a patient who
indulges them too much is to
develop compassion, the potential
we also have as highly social animals
to care for others, to appreciate their
reactions to one's own behaviour
and to control the thoughts that lead
them to aggression.
By considerably curtailing what he
had prepared, Prof. Gilbert allowed
time for a variety of questions,
mostly considering how the bright
side of our nature could be nurtured,
while recognising the dark that
lurked beneath.

The Pink Humanist
The Pink Humanist is an online
magazine published by the UK LGBT
charity the Pink Triangle Trust (PTT).
It features topics of special interest
to those who identify as atheists,
freethinkers, humanists, secularists
and sceptics in LGTB+ communities
and those who support them. The
magazine’s editor is Barry Duke who
also edits the Freethinker (the Voice
of Atheism since 1881).
In the latest human rights
campaigner Peter Tatchell writes on
the importance of putting LGBT
rights on the agenda of the
upcoming Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM),
which will take place in the UK in
April.
The magazine’s cover story
examines how young Orthodox Jews
are gaining ground in combating
homophobia in Judaism, and also
carries a report on how, despite
using despicable anti-LGBT scare
tactics, Christian extremists in
Australia were dealt a considerable
blow when gay marriage became
law in Australia last December.
The magazine also carries an
interview with Terry Sanderson,
President of the National Secular
Society, who is dealing with cancer.
Other issues covered include an
astonishing decision by Bermuda to
reverse gay marriage legislation just
months after same-sex unions were
approved; the banning of US hate
preacher Steven Anderson by
Jamaica, and the efforts being made
by comedian and TV personality
David Walliams to combat
homophobia and transphobia via his
popular children’s books
There is also news that a “temple”
created in New York for Oscar Wilde
is due to come to London in autumn
of this year.
The current, as well as past issues of
the magazine can be downloaded in
pdf format from The Pink Humanist
website
www.thepinktriangletrust.com

Mark Lucas

WANTED: A DEFENDER OF THE HEATHENS
Antidisestablishmentarianism may
well be the longest word in the
English Language – although
somewhere on the Internet there is
probably an arriviste contender for
this long-standing title. As an
honourable and an historic word it
has also become part of the
intellectual and cultural capital of
the great god fearing Tory Party as
reconfirmed by Mr. David William
Donald Cameron as recently as
2014.
Neither this word, nor it's antonym
are, peculiarly, words much voiced
in current Secular Circles, (or Magic
Circles for that matter). But why is
that? We hear much waffle about the
pernicious influence of religion, of
all shades and stirpes, in schools, and
courts, and hospitals and other
public institutions.

Disestablishmentarianists
Instead of being true radical
Disestablishmentarianists, modern
millennial Secularists seem to be
interested in just tinkering with the
system. A little fiddle here and little
fiddle there, twist a knob here and
bend a rule there and voila! The
system is better. ….Well I says,
fiddlesticks to fiddling. Away with
the Fidicula and all who dance to her
tune!
Sooner, not later, these Isles, shall be
once again free from the heavy yoke
of Ioannus Forastero, sequestered
with his lackeys and lickspittles, in
his shining Justus Lipsius Palace just
across the waters of the English
Channel. Then we shall see the
medieval and feudal spectacle of
Charles, spawn of the foreign
Battenburg Saxe-Coburg Gothas,
being asked ….

formula to ensure continuity and
tradition and, above all, their
privilege,
alongside politically
correct modernity and inclusivity?
Probably, yes very probably they will.
For whitewashing the truth from
history is what the Establishment and
The Commercial Money Making
Press do as their duty to ensure their
flabby arses are honoured with a seat
in the Lords.

Faithless Citizens
Well fellow Britons I say no more. No
more fiddling, no more tinkering, no
more fudging. I hereby declare that I
am not a Subject but a Faithless
Citizen.
Away with the Defender of the
Faith(s), for now and for evermore.
(Unless of course the said Defender
agrees to also become the Defender of
the Heathen, of the Heretical or simply
P r o t e s t a n t R e f o r m e d R e l i g i o n of the plain, or garden, Unfaithed. In
established by law?” to which he will which case I may just have a nice cup
probably declare, just like his of tea and think about it).
Mummy, to all and sundry of his
glassy eyed serfs. “All this I promise
Please pay
and do.”

Gossiperati
A few small and simple words for a
power hungry man, but a huge leap
back into the darkness of
subjugation for the rest of us.
There have of course been constant
vague mutterings amongst the
gossiperati nibbling and sipping
their bistronomique Lattes and
Croissants in the Cafés blighting the
high streets. Mumblings about the
need to make the new K..g an
Inclusive Person in an Inclusive
Society by getting him to swear and
affirm that he will promise to defend
All of the Faiths of this multi-hued
and multi-garbed land.

Flabby Arses
“Will you to the utmost of your power Will he or won't he? Will his
maintain in the United Kingdom the courtiers and scribes find a fudged

your annual
Subs

Dear Member,
If you have not yet paid your subs
yet, please pay now and save our
Treasurer from having to chase you.
The subs for 2018 are being frozen at
the same level as 2017. They are:
Individuals £21, Low income £7
Household (multiple members) £28
Please send your cheques, made
payable to Leicester Secular Society,
to:
John Catt, 32 Bramcote Road
Loughborough LE11 2 SA
If you use internet banking, you can
credit the Society’s bank account as
follows
ACCOUNT NO 20195380
SORT CODE 60-83-01
Please confirm such transfers with an
email to: treasurer@Lsec.org.uk
John Catt (Membership Sec/Treasurer)

Leicester Secularist
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Nick Matthews Seeks Out a TV Tribute to Victorian Blasphemer!

A SUBJECT OF SCANDAL AND CONCERN
Last year the Co-operative Movement
celebrated the 200 years since the birth
of George Jacob Holyoake. He was a
frequent visitor to Leicester Secular
Society in the 1880's one of the posters
marking his visit shouting, “Come and
listen to the liberated Blasphemer!”
Today he is probably most famous for
defending himself in the last trial for
blasphemy in a public lecture. The
alleged offence was committed in
Cheltenham his nine hour oration cost
him six months in Gloucester prison!
His severe punishment seems to have
been primarily for a remark he had
made at a public meeting about the
cost to the country of the Church of
England and its clergy.
He has been memorialised in many
different ways since his death. He was
an astonishing autodidact coining the
term self-help, later taken up by
Samuel Smiles. And a true champion
of co-operation, his legendary book
published in 1857 'Self-Help by the
People: The History of the Rochdale
Pioneers' went into ten editions and
was translated into dozens of
languages and, it is claimed, led to the
formation of 250 co-operative societies
within two years of its publication. He
also chronicled the history of many
individual co-operative societies and
to produce the seminal history of the
movement as a whole.
His death was marked with a
permanent memorial when 794 cooperative societies contributed to the
building of Holyoake House in
Manchester in his name - which is now
home to Co-operative News, the Cooperative College, Co-operatives UK,
Abcul and bringing his values up to
date the Phone Co-op. James Ramsey
McDonald wrote the entry on
Holyoake in the Dictionary of Stills from the TV play 'A Subject Of
National biography.
Scandal And Concern.' (Richard Burton
It is however the way his 150th Online Museum) A copy of this
anniversary was marked that I find recording is held in the Museum’s
collection.
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the most interesting. There was a
quite remarkable recognition of his
importance by the BBC. They
commissioned a television play
about Holyoake's blasphemy trial
and subsequent imprisonment,
written by the angry young man
himself, John Osborne.
It is not difficult to see why Osborne
was drawn to Holyoake, at the time
an Owenite socialist teacher who in
the lecture mildly observed that,
since the church cost the state £20m
annually, the deity should be put on
half pay. Needless to say Holyoake's
views were wildly distorted by the
newspapers and, at his subsequent
trial, he attacked “a magic circle of
orthodoxy” that prevails in Britain,
and a life-denying Victorian
Christianity in which “thou shalt not”
has precedence over “thou shalt”.
In defending himself Osborne has
him say, “I have injured no man's
reputation, taken no man's property,
attacked no man's person, violated no
oath, taught no immorality. I was asked a
question and answered it openly.”
Holyoake was played by the most
famous actor of the time, Richard
Burton, and Mrs Holyoake was
played by the equally famous Rachel
Roberts. I cannot imagine quite how
famous an actor would have to be
today to be as familiar a presence as
Richard Burton was then.
This was Osborne's first television
play entitled 'A Subject of Scandal and
Concern' it was a Sunday Night Play,
and was broadcast on 6th November
1960. The director was another
o u t s t a n d i n g t a l e n t , i n To n y
Richardson, who went on to win the
best director Academy Award in 1964
for Tom Jones. It was an unusual
drama-documentary, interspersing
its drama with former Labour MP
and Panorama presenter John
Freeman narrating the story straight

N AT I O N A L N E W S
from the National Secular Society

continued from page 6
to camera.
This is an astonishing piece of
work. In addition to the Richard
Burton Museum, I think the BBC in
Wales may have a copy of the play
in their archives .
In 2017 his life was celebrated
again in a wonderfully eclectic
book by Stephen Yeo, part of a
series of books on A Useable Past.
Volume 1 called: Victorian
Agitator, George Jacob Holyoake:
Co-operation as 'This New Order
of Life' was published by Edward
Everett Root, in Brighton.
So how should we remember
Holyoake today? The most
important lesson we can take from
him is his radical commitment to
democracy. He spent a lot of time
thinking about how co-operators
and others could work together.
He stated that associationism (one
of the many terms he brought into
popular use) was an art to be
learned. “The moral art of
association” was, he said, the art of
making co-operative behaviour
more likely. That development of a
co-operative culture is reflected in
his anecdotal style of writing, “folly
is a contagious disease”, he said, “but
there is difficulty in catching wisdom”.
Lastly he championed collective
action and individual freedom. In
his autobiographical work, Scenes
from an Agitator's Life published
in 1892, he wrote:
“The ambition of distinction is
wholesome as long as it permits equal
opportunity. In democracy there is no
chieftainship in which others must
submit their judgement against their
reason. There is no legitimate
leadership, save the leadership of ideas,
no allegiance save that of conviction,
no loyalty save loyalty to principle.”
Holyoake a remarkable man
played on screen by someone of
similar calibre!

NSS: UK should end genital cutting
The National Secular Society has
called on the UK Government to
"follow the lead" of Icelandic
lawmakers who are expected to ban
cutting boys' genitals for non-medical
reasons.
A draft bill currently before the
Icelandic parliament says
circumcision without consent is a
violation of children's human rights.
"While it is certainly the right of parents to
give their children guidance when it comes
to religion, such a right can never exceed
the rights of the child," it says.

unnecessary changes to the most sensitive
parts of their bodies."
The NSS's Secular Medical Forum
(SMF) has long campaigned to raise
awareness of the harms of nontherapeutic infant circumcision and
for it to be recognised as a breach of
children's rights. As a result, the
British Medical Association is
currently reconsidering its position.

It adds that boys who wish to be
circumcised should be given the
choice when they "understand what is
involved in such an action". If it is passed
anyone guilty of "removing part or all"
of a child's sexual organs could face a
six-year prison term.

Last December Amazon withdrew
'training kits' for male genital cutting
from sale after the SMF's chair, Dr
Antony Lempert, asked it to do so.

Silja Dögg Gunnarsdóttir, of the
centre-right Progressive party,
proposed the bill. "If we have laws
banning circumcision for girls, then we
should do so for boys," she said. "We are
talking about children's rights, not about
freedom of belief. Everyone has the right to
believe in what they want, but the rights of
children come above the right to belief."

Some Jewish and Muslim 'leaders'
have furiously condemned it. A
spokesperson for Milah UK, which
campaigns to retain Jews' 'right' to
circumcise infant boys, told The
Observer the practice was "a nonnegotiable element of Jewish identity". Mr
Evans said this comment displayed
"an extraordinary sense of entitlement".

The NSS welcomed the bill and said
the religiously and culturallymotivated cutting of boys' genitals
"raises serious child safeguarding
concerns". Chief executive Stephen
Evans commented:

Some Christian leaders have also
voiced their opposition. The bishop of
Reykjavik said the law could make
Jews and Muslims "unwelcome" in
Iceland.

"Religious freedom should not extend to
removing functioning body parts from
healthy baby boys. Every child should
enjoy the right to bodily integrity and
other people's dogma simply isn't a
justifiable reason for this right to be
violated.

In response Mr Evans said:
"Lawmakers must not be swayed by
alarmist rhetoric and intimidation.
Decisions should be made on the basis of
medical evidence and what is best for
children."

The international medical consensus
is increasingly turning against the
“All countries should follow Iceland's lead cutting of boys' genitals. In September
in protecting children from unnecessary a Belgian federal government
medical surgery. Ms Gunnarsdóttir is c o m m i t t e e r u l e d a g a i n s t t h e
right: parents should be allowed to guide circumcision of infant boys for reasons
children with regard to religion but not to other than medical necessity.
use it as a reason to make irreversible and
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Pete Stone

An Empty White Shirt
In June this year, Simon Cole Chief
Constable of Leicestershire
delivered a midweek lecture at the
Secular Hall. I was not able to attend
as work commitments had me one
hundred and fifty miles away.
Fortunately a proxy generously
asked a scripted question on my
behalf. In this question I reminded
Mr. Cole that in April 2016 the
Secular Hall had hosted the
Hustings for Police & Crime
Commissioner at which each of the
candidates including the successful
applicant, Lord Willy Bach, had
given a solemn unequivocal
undertaking on the issue of Female
Genital Mutilation. He, along with
all the other candidates had
promised to “Establish within
Leicestershire Police Force a properly
funded resourced and motivated multi
disciplinary team tasked with
proactively seeking evidence to support
the first successful robust prosecution of
individuals committing,
commissioning, or facilitating FGM in
the UK, whilst showing compassion and
sensitivity to the victims”, Mr. Cole
was invited to add his support to this
undertaking, which would put
Leicestershire ahead of the rest of the
country in taking on this crime.

No Undertaking
Notes were taken of Mr Cole's
answer to this unexpected question,
after initially adopting a territorial
attitude “It is up to me to decide if teams
will be established, not the
Commissioner” he talked around the
subject for a while citing
unexplained “well known difficulties
when dealing with this sort of incident”
concluding by failing to give any
such undertaking or offer any
assurance that FGM would be given
priority.
Willy Bach has shown every
intention and enthusiasm for
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keeping his word on this issue,
during meetings over the last year he
has invited representatives to bring
their research and knowledge to
assist in the establishment of the
team, colleagues from Child
Protection have attended and
expressed their commitment to take
agencies to its specialist departments.
on the issue in any way that is open
In the report, Her Majesty's
to them.
Inspectorate of Constabulary
Dismissals
(HMIC) recommended that "urgent"
I have had some dialogue with Mr. action should be taken. Since then the
Cole subsequent to his roadshow integrity of the crime-recording
rolling through the Secular Hall, arrangements in Leicestershire Police
though his replies refused to address has deteriorated.
questions put to him and rapidly
In 2017 Leicestershire Police: Crime
reverted to terse one-line dismissals.
Data Integrity inspection [HMIC
His last email ended with, “you have now renamed HMICFRS] described
met with the Commissioner and the force’s crime reporting as being:
members of the Child Protection Team to “Inadequate.”
discuss this. I do not consider this a
“Based on the findings of our
priority”
examination of crime reports we estimate
I am left wondering what those “well that the force fails to record over 21,200
known difficulties” are? It is reported crimes each year. This represents
certainly not a matter of faith or a a recording rate of 75.8%. The 24.2
fear of appearing Islamaphobic; Dr. percent of reported crimes that go
Raza (Head Imam of Leicester and unrecorded include serious crimes such
Secretary to UK Shariah Council) has as sexual offences and domestic abuse.
stated “FGM has no justification in The recording rate for violent crime is a
Islam. Muslims living in Britain are particular cause of concern. This means
required and expected to abide by British that on far too many occasions, the force is
law and can ask for no support in this failing victims of crime.
despicable barbaric crime”.
These failures are often due to poor crimeI am left with the opinion that Simon recording processes and an insufficient
Cole is an empty white shirt waiting understanding of crime-recording
for his generous early pension and requirements by officers and staff....
the automatic knighthood. He seems
The force has not maintained the
to have little interest in enforcing the
standards of crime-recording accuracy
law, protecting the vulnerable or
reported in our 2014 report. The force is
doing anything “difficult.”
currently under-recording too many
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate
reports of crime, including violent crimes
In August 2014, "Significant" reports of rape and other sexual offences.”
concern was raised about the way These are only the reported crimes, if
Leicestershire Police dealt with you are not looking, not investigating
crimes including sexual offences and and “do not regard this as a priority”
assaults on children. An inspection it leaves a deep dark shadow where
found the force had failed to record the crime of FGM can continue
all crimes referred from other unhindered.

Chapman Cohen

Ad Banned after Hindu
fundamentalists complain
An advert has been taken off the air in Australia
following complaints that it insulted the elephantheaded Hindu god Ganesha. The Advertising
Standards Board (ASB) ruled that a joke about Ganesha
being the "elephant in the room" breached Section 2.1 of
its code, which bans content that discriminates against
or vilifies a group of people.
The advert, produced by Meat & Livestock Australia
(MLA), depicts deities and religious icons including
Jesus, Aphrodite, Buddha and Scientology founder L
Ron Hubbard enjoying a dinner party together. The
host comments on the difficulty of meeting all their
dietary requirements, and suggests that they toast
lamb, "the meat we can all eat".
The characters in the advert poke light-hearted fun at
each other. At one point, Buddha asks if they should
"address the elephant in the room", which prompts the
others to laugh and for Ganesha to say: "Not funny two
and a half thousand years ago, it's not funny now". A
large proportion of the complaints regarded the
depiction of Ganesha. One complaint said:
"The company, in order to gain commercially has trivialized
and denigrated Lord Ganesh…This has hurt my sentiments
immensely due the amount of disrespect and lack of
sensitiveness towards others [sic] faith."
Many complaints addressed the apparent portrayal of
Ganesha eating lamb, saying that it was offensive to
link Hindu deities to meat. Others took offence at
Ganesha being jokingly referred to as "the elephant in
the room".Several contrasted the treatment of Ganesha
with the fact Muhammad had not been depicted. "The
ad makers show sensitivity towards Muslim
sentiments by NOT SHOWING Muhammad, how can
then they fail to acknowledge the offense they caused
by linking Hindu and Buddhist gods to meat," said one
complainant. (National Secular Society)

“Gods are fragile things, they may be killed
by a whiff of science or a dose of common
sense. They thrive on servility and shrink
before independence. They feed upon worship
as kings do upon flattery. That is why the cry
of gods at all times is “Worship us or we
perish.” A dethroned monarch may retain
some of his human dignity while driving a
taxi for a living. But a god without his
thunderbolt is a poor object.”
Chapman Cohen, The Devil, The Pioneer Press, London.

2018 is Chapman Cohen’s 150th anniversary. He was
born in Leicester on 1st September 1868. His parents,
Henry and Deborah, ran a confectioner’s at 12 Bedford
Street and later at 36 Churchgate. (now Lucci
Leatherwear) His upbringing was remarkably free of
religious influence. As he put it, "In sober truth I cannot
recall a time when I had any religion to give up." Cohen
moved to London in 1889, and soon became involved in
the Secularist movement.
He was a popular lecturer, at his peak delivering over 200
lectures a year. In 1915, he became President of the
National Secular Society and editor of the Freethinker.
He returned to Leicester to lecture at the Secular Hall
many times. The above portrait, taken in 1917, hung on
the wall. He resigned as NSS president in 1949 and died
in 1954.
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Internet link to Iraqi Secularist Maytham al-Hilo

THE DARING RATIONALISTS OF BAGHDAD
Anthony Matthew writes:

Secular movements in Iraq

Our speaker, Maytham al-Hilo, on
18th February was not in the Secular
Hall but at a location in Baghdad
called Peace, and connected to us for
sound and pictures by the internet.
His group, called Daring
Rationalists, normally meets on
Friday mornings in the booksellers'
street in Baghdad (which has suffered
from terrorist attacks in the past).

The concept of Secularism in Iraqi
society has been misunderstood.
Muslim clerics and the parties of
political Islam equate it to the
concept of atheism which is a rather
dangerous concept in this part of the
world.
Secularism is the principle of the
separation of government
institutions from religious
institution and dignitaries and the
right to be free from religious rule
and teachings. Another
manifestation of secularism is the
view that public activities and
decisions, especially political ones,
should not be influenced by
religious beliefs or practice.

He gave a short talk on the state of
secularism in Iraq, which aims at a
right to be free from religious rule.
Clerical critics accuse the group of
atheism but that is not one of the
group's principles, a dangerous one to
espouse in Iraq. The current
constitution is ambiguous on the role
of Islam in public life and it is A Modern State
from the National Secular Society
committed to democracy.
Here in Iraq, many people are still
A number of the group were present unaware that from the beginning of
there too, including musicians with the twentieth century they have been
oudh and keyboard, and just one citizens of a modern state which
woman – but it was quite late in the ought to treat its citizens as having
evening for people to be out in equal rights and duties.
Baghdad. She asked our opinion on
The Iraqi constitution states that
how she should act in the forthcoming
Islam is the official religion of the
elections, which she said were subject
state and that no law should be
to corruption. The group has no formal
passed that opposes the basic
leadership and numbers some
constants of Islam. There is also a
hundreds. Its programme on social,
paragraph which states that no laws
political, literary and philosophical
can be made which opposes the
subjects indicate an intellectual elite.
principles of democracy.
Although it may face some opposition
Contradictory Constitution?
by individuals there is none from the
These passages may seem
government. Security in Baghdad has
contradictory, but Islam as the
improved since the defeat of Isis and
official religion of the state does not
there is less sectarian conflict.
necessarily constitute a threat to
This was a bold experiment which Secularism in practice. Since the two
worked surprisingly well, though different Muslim communities in
there was room for technical Iraq do not agree on many of the
improvements. Live contact with a general tenets of Islam, this
secularist group in quite different paragraph is not of any practical
surroundings from our own helps to influence - especially in view of the
broaden our horizons.
paragraph on democracy. The
This is the talk which Maytham Al- establishment of an official state
Hilo gave to the Leicester Secular religion has not given Muslims
Society from Iraq:
special rights and privileges.
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Dr. Maytham Al-Hilo, founder of the
Daring Rationalists.
Most of those in Iraq who are
advocates of secular and civil rights
operate alone. They are mostly
intellectuals, writers, poets, artists
and media professionals.
Unfortunately, there is a certain level
of narcissism among them which
hinders both unity and the
emergence of an influential secular
movement.

Political Parties
The political parties that adopt a
secular view are few in number and
suffer from the weight of a long
history and bad memories of their
past role. Most Iraqis also take a
negative attitude to them as a result of
the history of the totalitarian parties
that ruled Iraq or at least contributed
to its disastrous political history.
Some Iraqi secularists have insisted
on the adoption of values that follow
the European experience of
Enlightenment. This overlooks the
cultural and historical differences
between the two cultures and this has
consequently led to the failure of the
modernization project in Iraq. I
believe we can draw from our rich
heritage and create a new and
authentic content that does not
contradict the human rights code and
which does not isolate us from the
world around us.

Caroline Moles

Chomsky's Propaganda Model of Mainstream Media
This was the title of a talk given by
Milan Rai to the Secular Society.
Milan Rai is the current organiser of
the pacifist newspaper, Peace News.
Peace News goes back to the presecond world war era and has
continuously argued for a world free
of military conflict and favouring
non-violent approaches to conflict
resolution. When I first
lived in Leicester, in the early 1970s,
Peace news was based in
Nottingham. It is now at Housman's
Bookshop in London. Milan is
himself very interested in the ideas
of Noam Chomsky.
Milan began by saying that the
traditional views of the media are
that they are undertaking a search
for truth [ to expose the powerful], or
that they are part of a conspiracy to
back a particular point of view.
Chomsky does not accept either
view but sees the mass media as
often 'brain washed', with freedom
of expression within very narrow
ranges of opinion. What Chomsky
calls 'the guided free market'. Most
of the revenue for newspapers [and
other media] comes from
advertising. Facebook is paid for by
selling our data to advertisers and
they need to be kept sweet. So
a d ve r t i s i n g r e ve n u e i s ve r y
important to the media, and may
directly or indirectly influence
media content.
To illustrate how news is situated,
very little is said about Yemen, and
much of that is in later pages of the
papers or broadcast news, while the
Crown Prince of Saudia Arabia is
front page news. Also there is
r e l a t i ve l y l i t t l e c o ve r a g e o r
discussion about Britain's role as
part of Saudi Arabia's coalition
against Yemen. What is the role of
editors?

'tonedown' or edit articles.
What of the BBC? It is controlled by
the State so gives an establishment
point of view, very narrow. Certain
types of approach are ignored. so, for
example, when discussing wars, the
Vietnam War or the Iraq War, it tends
to be about winning or losing, not
whether it is moral or legal to try to
change other societies by force.
Before the Iraq War of 2003, much
debate seemed to suggest that if Iraq
p o s s e s s e d we a p o n s o f m a s s
destruction [WMD], that would
justify an 'invasion'. However there
is no legal basis for such a view.
According to the Chomskian model,
there are inherent constraints on the
main media channels, one of which
is money, it costs to set up and run
media channels, the need for
advertising revenue may lead to selfcensorship, or, in the case of
newspapers their owners, like
Rupert Murdoch, can influence what
is printed or not. However, there is
also,'flak', letters and other pressure
from the public to influence
newspaper content, Milan made the
point that research on what the BBC
covers as news, compared with what
is possible, shows only a very
narrow range of topics dealt with.

Milan Rai is a British writer and antiwar activist from Hastings. Along with
fellow activist Maya Evans, he was
arrested on 25 October 2005 next to
the Cenotaph war memorial in London,
for refusing to cease reading aloud the
names of civilians by then killed in Iraq
in the course of the Iraq war. Rai was
convicted under the Serious Organised
Crime and Police Act 2005 (SOCPA) for
organising an illegal demonstration in
the vicinity of Parliament.
In December 2006, Rai and Evans lost
an appeal against their convictions. For
refusing to pay a fine of £350 (and £150
Members of the audience queried court costs), Rai was sent to
what can be done? Various answers Wandsworth prison in south London
came back, that we can read and for 14 days on 23 August 2007.
research widely from different
sources, become aware ,'intellectual
Could you help
self defence', and look at the
refugees and other
assumptions being made. Look at
new arrivals learn
where information is placed and
how it is described. Be aware that
English?
media can be a distraction full of
The Race Equality Centre
'celebrities', which sets a particular
agenda.
in Leicester is looking for
The people present appeared
interested and felt they were made
more aware by Milan's presentation.

volunteers. Contact:
tinyurl.com/trecesolvol

Not to say you can't, but to
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Pete Wahlen

Sentenced to 10 Years In An Iranian Prison
One Woman's Struggle in Iran; A
Prison Memoir by Nasrin Parvaz.
Leicester Secular Society's series of
talks for 2018 began with Nasrin's
totally enthralling and unbearably
honest account of what happened to
her when she fell into the clutches of
the
Islamic authorities as they
clamped down on all opposition
within the country following the
overthrow of the Western backed
Shah.
Nasrin is a charming speaker and we
were pleased to have a good
audience in spite of the inclement
appeared to be oppositional.
weather earlier in the day.
People continued to have the
Nasrin began her tale by explaining
confidence to protest on the streets
that she was studying English here in
but the regime sent in armed thugs
the UK in 1979 when the despised
who would set about peaceful
Shah was overthrown and she
protesters and beat them with iron
quickly decided to return home so
bars or slash them with knives.
excited was she to find out all that
had changed. However, a certain Nasrin was active in trying to
mullah named Ayatollah Khomeini encourage the development of
had also returned from his exile in political parties and trade unions
Paris, and his supporters sought to but things got increasingly difficult
create an Islamic Republic with him, as 1979 came to a close. Nasrin had
to work underground as regime
as its supreme leader.
spies were everywhere. Also as an
Nasrin emphasised how the majority
atheist , Nasrin knew the regime
of people did not support the
viewed her as an infidel, and this
creation of a theocracy, but rather a
was something deemed worthy of
better, modern and more equal
death!
society for men and women was
their ambition. Initially, Khomeini Students shot
was cautious and he promised that May 1980 saw the launch of the sowomen would not be forced to wear called Cultural Revolution. This
meant trade unions, the free press
strict Islamic style clothes.
and political parties were banned.
Demonstrations
In reaction there was a huge
On March 7th 1979 however, he
d e m o n s t r a t i o n a t Te h r a n
showed his duplicity by announcing
University, which was then
that women must indeed cover up.
surrounded by Islamic guards and
Nasrin showed us photographs of a
a lot of totally peaceful students
massive demonstration the
were simply shot. All the students
following day with tens of
there were ordered to disperse or
thousands of bareheaded women
they too would be shot, so on pain
protesting against this move.
of death, the demonstrators went
Life then got increasingly difficult home and in reality public
with the so-called Moral Police opposition to the regime was now
harassing and beating anybody who crushed and forced underground.
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Now the Supreme Leader announced
that all universities were to be closed,
dissident staff were sacked and noncompliant students were expelled.
Many were executed or sent to prison
in the months and years that
followed. The whole country was in
the iron grip of the mullahs.

The People Vanquished
As 1981 approached it was clear that
the new regime had vanquished the
people and their revolution and life
was going to get even more difficult
for people like Nasrin.
Sadly, that day came all too soon.
One day as she was engaged in some
clandestine political work she passed
a group of young, fresh faced
conscripts. As they were waiting for
their transport they were chanting
nationalist slogans, the road to
Jerusalem goes via Baghdad and
holding their copy of the Koran and
their own personal key, a key to the
door of Paradise apparently. These
young teenagers were to be used as
human mine sweepers, to be ordered
to run into and detonate Iraqi mines.

Arrested
A car then stopped and a welldressed member of the Islamic Guard
got out and arrested Nasrin.
Someone she knew had betrayed her
and her life was to hang by a thread

Anthony Matthew

Leila Houston: Talk on Art

Evin prison
from now on.
She was immediately blindfolded,
ordered to sit with her head on her
knees and then groped in the car by
the police. Upon arrival at Evin
prison she was taken down a long
corridor and could just about make
out a number of other blindfolded
women. Their feet were all bandaged
with blood seeping out. She was then
body searched by a woman in a
burka and made ready for torture.

Torture
The next section of Nasrin's talk was
deeply distressing. She recounted,
without the slightest hint of self–pity,
the terrible beatings and whippings
she had to endure over and over
again. One torturer by the name of
Ibrahim explained that if she did not
talk they would simply torture her
till death. However savage the
torture was, she refused to name
names or recant.
Ironically, the place she was tortured
is now the Ebrat Torture Museum
and the regime says this is where
opponents of the Shah were
tortured. That is true. They insist,
however, that torture stopped with
the birth of the Islamic Republic!
Nasrin was kept in solitary
confinement or in cells that were
massively overcrowded, from one
extreme to another. Her family could
only imagine what was going on and
tried to destroy any incriminating
evidence in the way of books or
socialist newspapers that were still
in their house.

Two Minute trial
After about one year in Evin prison,
she had a two-minute trial and being

At short notice, Leila presented a
talk Art: the social and political
input to the Secular Society on 28th
January. She studied for her MA at
De Montfort University and has
now lived in Leicester for ten years.
The theme of her art has been
engagement with the public.
Perhaps that has been inspired by
her parents who ran a community
centre in London in a housing
scheme, which although built only
in 1936 has since been demolished
(or regenerated). She organised a
summer art trail which has been
part of the Leicester City Festival.
The Queen of Bradgate pub in the
High Street was the HQ for Silver
Vine Arts and Leila had support
from Arts Council England for her
works in installation, projection,
sound and photography. See
https://issuu.com/leilahouston/docs/ver6__summer_art_trail_booklet

importance of bringing people
together in times of austerity. To start
the project, local residents took part
in group activities over two days, in
order to spark creativity and
discussion. Their feelings, views and
voices were captured on film and
paired with responses from sound
artists and musicians.
Beyond Leicester, Leila has recently
participated in The Crash art show in
the Q Park underground car park,
London Still further afield she has
taken part in Empire II part of the
Venice Biennale, which is an artist
led film hub project devised for 57th
Biennale di Venezia. It will feature a
library curated by participating
artists and a single screen room
featuring 115 short films exploring
the idea of Anxiety playing on a
continuous loop. see
http://www.empire2.info/

For more details of Leila's career so
In 2017 LCB Depot presented A far, see also:
Local Voice, an installation created http://leilahoustonart.weebly.com There
by Leila, which was made with local will be much more to come.
residents and explored the

found guilty, was sentenced to a tenyear stint. Nasrin was transferred
from prison to prison and managed
to survive her ordeal and eventually
in November 1990 she was finally
released and able to go home.
She was followed wherever she went
and decided to apply to leave the
country and arrived back in the UK
in 1993. Since then Nasrin has been
an inveterate champion of human
rights and social justice and an
implacable opponent of the Iranian
theocracy. She ended by talking
optimistically about the possibility
of change in the future.
What can you do ? Please help to get
this important book published by
making a pledge at:
Unbound.com/books/womansstruggle-in-iran and get your name
printed in every edition of the book.

RED LEICESTER CHOIR
Presents

An Evening of Song
And Dance
raising funds for

The Real Junk Food Project
Leicester West End Café
Saturday 10 March 2018
7.30 to 10.30pm
at the Ukrainian Hall
Hinckley Road / Fosse Road
South, Leicester, LE3 0QD
Dancing to

GREENSHOOTS CEILIDH
ORCHESTRA
Licensed Bar/two course meal
provided by the Junk Food Project
suggested donation £4
Tickets £7/£4 at the door or tel
0116 270 3143 to reserve
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2016: CoE faced 3,300
safeguarding concerns
or abuse allegations
The Church of England handled more than 3,000
safeguarding concerns or allegations of abuse in 2016,
according to papers published for its general synod.
The vast majority of the allegations related to children,
young people and vulnerable adults. The figure
referred to both cases that were open and those newly
reported that year. It is not known how many involved
active claims for compensation against the church.
Peter Hancock, the church's lead bishop on
safeguarding, said that 338 risk assessments were
carried out by the church's dioceses in 2016. Nineteen
per cent of them were carried out on priests.
There were also 867 'safeguarding assessments' in
place, 682 of which were related to known sex
offenders. These are made when someone is believed to
pose a risk to young or vulnerable people. The subject
must agree to be monitored or to restrict their
interaction with possible victims of abuse.

Independent Inquiry
The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse
(IICSA) is due to spend three weeks of public hearings
focusing on abuse within the Church of England. As a
case study the inquiry will focus on the handling of
multiple allegations in Chichester.
It will also consider whether there were "inappropriate
attempts by people of prominence to interfere in the criminal
justice process" in the case of Peter Ball, the former
bishop of Lewes and Gloucester. Ball was jailed in 2015
after admitting a string of historical sex offences against
18 teenagers and young men.
In a damning official report last year Dame Moira Gibb
said the Church had failed to respond appropriately to
Ball's conduct "over a period of many years". After the
report's publication the archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby admitted that the Church had "concealed"
evidence of Ball's abuse.

Anthony Matthew

Unpublished letters to the Guardian
I fired off a letter to the Guardian but it may well not get
published, so I am copying it here.

Civil Weddings
"Sharia brides should have civil wedding as well, report
says" (2nd February). Yes, but that would be only a
small step in the right direction. Over the centuries the
traditional power of the Church of England to conduct
legal marriages has been extended to various other
religious communities, some before the introduction of
civil marriage and some after. The result is a hodgepodge of different systems to which further groups
continually campaign to be added. It is time that
members of all religions and none were treated equally
by making civil marriage the only form of legal
marriage. Members of religious or non-religious
communities would be perfectly free to continue with
their traditional ceremonies in addition to the civil one
(or to invent new ones) but these would have no legal
significance, though they might be highly significant in
the view of the participants.
As I am feeling inspired today, here is a second letter which
may also get nowhere.

Religious Privilege needed at A&E?
The trouble with equality before the law from the point
of view of some religious leaders is that it denies respect
for the privileges that they have traditionally claimed.
(Court to review refusal by coroner to prioritise deaths
for faith reasons, 3rd February.) In the case of some
orthodox Jews and Muslims that is the privilege of
being first in the queue for an inquest. If only some
religion could establish that its doctrine required
members of its faith to be first in the queue at hospital
A&E departments it would quickly win many converts.
from the Secular Society’s facebook page
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SECULARIST

Mandatory Reporting
And in a statement last month Welby said this was part
of a longer-term pattern: "Our history over the last 70
years has revealed that the Church covered up, ignored or
denied the reality of abuse on major occasions."
The National Secular Society is campaigning for a
mandatory reporting law, which would require abuse
allegations to be reported to the external authorities.
report from the National Secular Society
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Next Edition
We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems,
news, cartoons, photos etc. Send to:
secularist@Lsec.org.uk

Please include photos where you have them. Aim to
write less than 700 words. Ned Newitt (editor)

Catholic Church preparing
to open new fully
segregated state schools
“If he dies it’s your fault, if he lives it’s a miracle.”

Schools ordered to continue to teach
creationism despite Govt ban
Teaching creationism as science being outlawed in
English state schools for sometime. In 2015, Humanists
UK revealed that as many as 61 creationist Christian,
Charedi Jewish, Muslim, and Steiner nurseries were
continuing to receive early years funding from their
local councils despite the ban.
A religious organisation responsible for overseeing a
number of state, private, and nursery schools in
England has now instructed its institutions to continue
teaching creationism as fact in spite of the prohibition.
The Union of Orthodox Hebrew Congregations
(UOHC) is the umbrella organisation for the strictly
Orthodox Charedi Jewish communities in London and
acts as the religious authority for several state-funded
and private schools.
In a letter to its schools in January this year, the UOHC
states that it has ‘carefully evaluated the contract and
the guidelines’, finding that:
‘they place great doubts, Heaven forfend, in the creation of the
world with the lie that the world is ancient, may their mouths
be filled with earth. This is a lie that earlier sages of blessed
memory contended with, and now they wish to infiltrate us
with this falsehood. We are obliged to oppose this…’
‘…We therefore inform all those who abide by our rulings that
they should not sign up to these clauses and those who have
already signed must retract their signatures. They must send
a letter attached....... so that it is incorporated in the form that
their signature does not apply to the clauses relating to this
subject [i.e. creationism]’
Report from from Humanists UK

A number of new, 100% religiously selective Catholic
state schools in England have already been planned by
the Catholic Church, despite the fact that no official
decision has been made by the Government on the
future of the 50% cap on religious selection. Humanists
UK, has described the plans a ‘premature’ and
‘arrogant’.
Currently, religious ‘free schools’ in England must leave
at least half of their places open to all local children,
irrespective of religion or belief. This so-called 50% cap
on religious selection was introduced in 2007 by Labour,
then extended in 2010 by the Coalition, and is designed
to boost integration in schools while improving equal
access to taxpayer-funded schools. Despite the evidence
demonstrating that it has been hugely successful in
achieving these aims, the Government proposed to
drop the cap, principally due to pressure from the
Catholic Education Service (CES), which has not
opened a new state school since 2010 in protest.

Damian Hinds
Former Education Secretary Justine Greening was
understood to have reconsidered the proposals
following extensive campaigning by Humanists UK
and the National Secular Society, but the new Education
Secretary Damian Hinds suggested last week that the
Government is now likely to go ahead after all.
50 new Catholic state schools?
But even with no official decision made, at least eight
new, fully segregated Catholic schools have been
planned at taxpayers’ expense. In details reported in
Schools Week, the Catholic Diocese of East Anglia reveals
plans for a state secondary in Cambridge, a state sixthform college in Norwich, and six state primary schools
across East Anglia. Separately, the CES has suggested
that it has plans to build as many as 50 new Catholic
state schools across the England as a whole.
Report from from Humanists UK
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Secular Society Contacts
All can be reached by post via the
Hall address
President: Mo Abbas
president@Lsec.org.uk

Chairperson: Gillian Lighton
chair@Lsec.org.uk

Membership Secretary/Treasurer
John Catt
Tel: 01509 211468

New President elected at the Secular Society AGM

Dr Mo Abbas
The Secular Society AGM last
November elected Mohammed (Mo)
Abbas as its new president. Mo is a
consultant psychiatrist in Leicester.
He was born in Baghdad in 1971 and
graduated from Baghdad medical
school in 1994.

Secularist Editor: Ned Newitt

He is a strong advocate of secular
principles and values having
witnessed the damage caused by
religious and sectarian divisions in
Iraq. Mo appreciates that secular
principles are much better
established in the UK but that there
are still areas where these principles
are needed and where Leicester
Secular Society can contribute.

secularist@Lsec.org.uk

Iraq

memsec@Lsec.org.uk

Company Secretary:
Pete Stone
secretary@Lsec.org.uk

Hall bookings/maintenance
Mike Burden
Tel: 07722 782727
rooms@Lsec.org.uk

Library and archives
Gillian Lighton
library@Lsec.org.uk

Keyholders:
Mike Burden and Gillian Lighton
Audio-visual kit
Normally held by Mike Burden

Events Coordinator: Gillian Lighton
Leicester Secular Society
Registered Office:
Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate,
Leicester LE1 1WB
Email:
mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

Website:
www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Leicester Secular Society is a company
limited by guarantee Reg. No 06292639
Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit
undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.
Please note that the views and proposals
expressed in this journal are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Board of the Society,
and the Editor, the Society and its officers
accept no liability for views expressed. As the
journal of a Freethought organisation any
member’s views may be published subject to
the usual constraints of avoiding libel,
occasional editing to fit the space available and
intrinsic merit.
The contents may be reproduced at will unless
the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol.
An acknowledgement of the source (for
original material) would be appreciated - with a
link to the Society website.
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Faith schools are one of these areas.
Mo believes that the education
system plays a huge role in
producing an inclusive and plural
society. He has been involved in a
number of projects in Iraq aimed at
improving the education system
(towards one based on deep learning
and critical thinking) at medical
schools in collaboration with the
University of Leicester (UOL), other
areas in higher education and more
recently in primary and secondary
schools. This work has led to him
winning a national award (the UK
psychiatrist volunteer of the year
2015) and the shortlisting of the UOL
to the Times Higher Education
Awards this year. Mo says that:

responsibility to support secular groups
and individuals abroad, especially those
working in difficult situations, and this is
one of my objectives.”
The previous Leicester Secular
Society President Gush Bhumbra
said:“It is great to see the mantle of President
taken up by such an ardent and hard
working secularist as Mo. He brings
passion and experience of the difficulties
of promoting secularism in the very
difficult environment of Iraq. I am
looking forward to his tenure.”

The Secular Society Board

Also elected to the Board of the
Secular Society was Pete Stone. The
Board has since confirmed him as
Company Secretary and replaces
Gillian Lighton. Pete was born in
Leicestershire and says that “after
decades of investigating a faith I could
believe in and a political stance I could
support I settled on atheism and the
Women's Equality Party. “ Gillian is
now
the Chair of the Board. Other
“I see my work in education as an
investment in future generations and I positions on the Board remain the
will be exploring ways to encourage same.
more people to join Leicester Secular The members of the LSS board are
Society and to participate in its now: Mo Abbas, Gush Bhumbra,
activities. I will endeavour to promote Mike Burden, John Catt, Gillian
secular ideas among different religious Lighton, Anthony Matthew, Ned
groups by an approach based on Newitt, Mushtaq Patas and Pete
tolerance and empathy.”
Stone.
“While Leicester Secular Society is a
local organisation, its history as the
oldest secular society in the world, gives
us the opportunity and even the

The Board expressed its thanks the
Gush Bhumbra for his work as
president and to Dionne Royston
who has stepped down.

