Leicester

SECULARIST
Journal of the Leicester Secular Society
Autumn 2018 - no 79

Should Public Assets be Used for the Indoctrination of Children?

YES, SAYS THE CITY COUNCIL

What was once a centre providing
support for families, will soon be
run by a group dedicated to
religion. Government cuts forced
the closure of the Mayfield
Children & Family Centre in 2017.
and it was declared a ‘community
asset.’ This was to ensure it was not
let or to disposed of to the highest
bidder, but would retained for
community use.
Bids were invited by the Council
from organisations interested in
renting a purpose built centre for the
under 5s. Several bids were made
among them was HomeStart which
is a leading family support charity.
Criteria were drawn up and the
Council officers and Deputy Mayor,
Kirk Master announced that the
winning bid was from the AnNasihah Education Trust.
The Trust’s aim is to provide “the
authentic Qur'an teaching to all
members of the Muslim community; to
provide the best Qur'an study program
for children of all ages and of different
capabilities.” Although those
involved with the trust are involved
in publishing Koranic texts, the
Trust’s bid is to provide pre-school
facilities in addition to the Madrassa
that it has been running there in the
evening.

Mayfield Children & Family Centre, close to Victoria Park, used to be run by the
City Council to provide help and guidance for the parents of young children.
with OFSTED to run a pre-school. It critical of the religious indoctrination
is argued that the large numbers of of children. Both Dawkins and
Muslims living in the area makes it a Hitchens have used the term ‘child
“community” bid. However, this abuse’ to describe the harm that some
ignores the fact that the building was religious upbringings can inflict on
established with public money as a children. A. C. Grayling has argued
facility for all irrespective of religion. "we are all born atheists... and it takes a
It ignores the issue of whether certain amount of work on the part of the
Leicester City Council should be adults in our community to persuade
making available its facilities to [children] differently."
indoctrinate children. It also raises Dawkins states that he is angered by
the question of whether boys and the labels "Muslim child" or "Catholic
girls will be treated differently.
child". He asks how a young child can

It seems bizarre that the Council has
discounted a bid from HomeStart
which has offered a higher rent and
has an established track record and
The Trust has no track record of the expertise in supporting the under 5s.
provision of early years education, Authors like Richard Dawkins and
though it has recently registered Christopher Hitchens have been

be considered intellectually mature
enough to have such independent
views on the cosmos and humanity’s
place within it. By contrast, Dawkins
points out that no reasonable person
would speak of a "Marxist child" or a
"Tory child."

Inside: Louie Croxtall - The Joy of Tax - Free Speech & Today’s Culture Wars

WHAT’S ON
at the
Secular Hall
Sunday 30th September 6.30pm
Hayley Thornton - Margarete Klopfleish
An Everybody's Reading / Secular Society event
Margarete Klopfleish, was an anti-fascist activist, forced to flee from Nazi
occupation. A short talk, a short solo play by Alison Dunne, performed by
Hayley Thornton.
Sunday 7th October 6.30pm
Secularists Speaking
An Everybody's Reading / Secular Society event
An evening of readings from Secularist writers, many of them associated with
the Secular Hall.
Sunday 14th October 6.30pm
Headstrong Meeting
Come along and bring any topic of your choosing for discussion in an informal
setting. All welcome.
Sunday 21st October 6.30pm
Letters from Baghdad - Documentary film
This film tells the extraordinary and dramatic story of Gertrude Bell, the most
powerful woman in the British Empire in her day.
Sunday 28th October 6.30pm
Professor Paul Monks - From the air you breathe in to the air you breathe out
A talk on air pollution. Paul's research experience covers the broad areas of air
quality, atmospheric composition and climate change.
Sunday 4th November 6.30pm
Milan Rai - The Nonviolent Russian Revolution – What We Can Learn?
Generous, open-hearted, mass nonviolent action was essential in making both
the February and October revolutions in Russia in 1917.
Sunday 11th November 6.30pm
Dr Christina Weis
Commercial surrogacy & what it means to make a living by making life.

Surrogacy in Russia: what does it mean? How is it practised? Why does such
research matter?
Sunday 18th November 1st 6.30pm
Ned Newitt - The Housing Crisis - Some Lessons from History
Unaffordable house prices and high rents are nothing new in Leicester. Ned
looks at the history of City's council housing.
Sunday 25th November 3.00pm

Annual General Meeting
Reports from Society officers. Motions. Elections to the Board. (Members only)
Sunday 25th November 6.30pm
Dorothy Francis - Cooperatives – Business for Change
One billion people, 7 principles and a world of change; discover how cooperatives influence society for good.
Sunday 2nd December 6.30pm
Jonathan Davies - Worlds of Austerity: lessons from eight cities
Jonathan will talk about the international experience of austerity and
resistance
Sunday 9th December 6.30pm
Annual Leicester Secular Society Human Rights lecture.
Details to be announced
Sunday 16th December 6.30pm
Seasonal Celebration - Pete Stone's Quiz.
5 minute performances from members.Please bring food and/or drink to share.
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HELL & BACK
Pete Stone
Fortunately, unlike so many others
according to religious teachings, I was
able to return. Yes, I have been to Hell
and back while the Secular Hall has
been closed for the summer break.
Actually I went there twice in the
matter of a few days. It wasn’t difficult,
there are plenty of handcarts available.
It was surprisingly quiet, clean and a
pleasant experience; maybe it was so
for me but for someone else that may
have been an eternal torment (is it
possible that me being there was the
torment for that other person?)
The charmingly named village of Hell
sits on the banks of a beautiful river, not
the Styx, spanned by a modern bridge
Charon has long retired from his ferry.
A high wooded escarpment has a
Hollywood style white sign for those
seeking the perfect “Hellfie” for their
Facebook page. This is the original Hell
railway station, the Stationmaster is
one of the most hospitable people you
could ever hope to meet, “Welcome to
Hell, I hope you didn’t buy a return
ticket, you may never leave”
Hell is a village in close proximity to
Trondheim Værnes airport in Norway.
A 12 hour stopover on my way up to
the arctic circle gave me the unmissable
opportunity to enjoy a dip in the lake of
fire, feast on flaming brimstone and be
prodded up the bum by a demon with
a pitchfork. Ok, that didn’t happen,
Hieronymus Bosch was just having a
bit of fun.

Survey shows unrelenting decline in Church of England & Church of Scotland

CoE NUMBERS AT ALL TIME LOW

from the National Secular Society

The number of people describing
themselves as 'belonging to the
Church of England' has fallen to a
record low. The National Secular
Society has now called the Church
of England's established status
"unsustainable."
This follows new figures from
British Social Attitudes survey
which show a sharp decline in
affiliation. The survey, conducted by
NatCen Social Research, shows
affiliation to the C of E more than
halved in 15 years, falling from 31%
in 2002 to 14% in 2017.

Majority non-religious
Fifty-two per cent of people now say
they have no religion, including
seven out of 10 of those aged 18-24.
This is the second year in a row that
the survey has found a non-religious
majority in Britain.
Just two per cent of young adults
identified with the Church of
England. The sharpest decline in C
of E affiliation happened among 45
to 54 year olds (35% in 2002 vs 11% in
2017).
T h e p r o p o r t i o n o f o ve r - 6 5 s
affiliating to the C of E has fallen
from 52% in 2002 to 30% in 2017. In
the same time period the proportion
of over-65s with no religion has
increased from 18% to 34%.

Young People
The proportions of people who
describe themselves as Roman
Catholic (8% cent), belonging to
'other Christian affiliations' (10%)
and 'of non-Christian faiths' (8%)
have remained fairly stable.
The findings also showed that 78%
of those who follow the C of E and
58% of Catholics attend church less
than once per month.

Unsustainable
The chief executive of the National
Secular Society, Stephen Evans,

from the
editor
Free speech and
the Holocaust

described the Church of England's
position as the established church as
being "unsustainable".
“These figures are part of a long-term
pattern. The Church of England's
teachings and attitudes have been
diverging from the interests and values
of ordinary people in Britain for many
decades now.
"This again calls into question the UK's
constitutional settlement which remains
mired in religious privilege –
embarrassingly out of step with the
nation's secular outlook.
“Politicians should rethink religion's
public role and the Church of England's
relationship with the state. In particular,
they should call time on the seats given
as of right to 26 Anglican clergy in the
legislature and roll back religious
groups' considerable influence over
publicly funded schools.
"Britain should become a modern
secular state where every citizen can be
treated fairly and valued equally,
irrespective of their religious beliefs.”

Scotland
In Scotland 56% of people now say
they have no religion, including 73%
of those aged 18-34. The number of
Scots who say they belong to the
Church of Scotland has fallen from
31% in 2002 to 18% in 2017. Just four
per cent of those aged 18-34, 13% of
those aged 35-54 and 32% of those
aged 55 and over now follow the
Church of Scotland. All these figures
have fallen significantly since 2002.
Only 25% of those affiliated to the
Church of Scotland attended at least
once per month in 2017, a drop from
33% in 2002.

The Nazis’ terrible crimes against
humanity should never be
forgotten. At a time when the far
right is making a comeback in
Europe, the lessons of the Third
Reich are still relevant.
Unfortunately Pakistan's new
premier Imran Khan is trying to
misuse our abhorrence of the
Nazi war crimes to curtail free
speech. He has called on "Muslim
countries" to co-operate to pass
laws against blasphemy similar
to those prohibiting Holocaust
denial.
Khan said four European
countries have made it an offence
for "anyone who misquotes the
figures of Holocaust" because
"they realise that this is something
that hurts the sentiments of the
Jewish community." He says wants
a the same policy for blasphemy
“so that our sentiments are not
hurt."
Khan's claim of hurt feelings are
those of the bully playing victim.
It is bad enough that Khan has
courted the religious right by his
d e f e n c e o f P a k i s t a n ’s
indefensible blasphemy laws. For
him to lead a campaign to silence
people abroad is appalling. Mass
extermination under the Nazis is
rather different from the
perceived hurt caused by any
criticism of religion.
Just as the Holocaust should not
be used as a means of
suppressing criticism of Israel, so
it is also wrong for it to be used to
suppress freedom of speech
elsewhere. Let us hope that
Khan’s call is rejected by the
many people in Leicester with a
Pakistani heritage.

Leicester Secularist
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Katherine Duffy

THE JOY OF TAX

This meeting was organised on the
initiative of Frank Friedman who was
aware that Prof Murphy would be
visiting Leicester.

Prof Murphy introduced himself as
an accidental professor and
accidental tax campaigner; he
always meant to be a chartered
accountant.
His son has been to A&E three
times – the miracle of the NHS is
that he is fine, and the family are
not in personal debt. Just one of the
events in the USA would have cost
$20,000. Another miracle is that we
pay for the NHS, collectively,
through taxation. When he is asked
by John Humphries or Jeremy
Paxman 'how are we going to pay for
it? he says, 'by doing it'. The
macroeconomy is not like a
household, as some economists and
commentators pretend; none of us
households can print our own
money, but the government can.
This is key to Prof Murphy's
argument.

Tax: the best instrument for
achieving social justice
The national debt is £20 notes. How
do we know? It is printed on the
notes. 'I promise to pay the bearer on
demand….' But if you give a note in
to the Bank of England, they only
give you another one. Wealth is
created by what we do. According to
right-wing economists, all those who
work for the government add no
value; scroungers. So we can only
fund the NHS by such as
accountants selling tax avoidance
schemes; that adds value! The first
thing I would write on the board for
students is 2+2=5. If you add 2.4 to 2
then its 4.8 – or 5 in round numbers accountants can play tricks.
There are no major countries on the
gold standard. Gold is kept in vaults
at the Bank of England. When the
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USA came off the gold standard in
1971 every country moved to fiat
money; all money is a promise to
pay. It is recorded by double-entry
bookkeeping.

Quantitative Easing
We don't have to print cash
physically. The Bank of England
created £435b by quantitative easing
- out of thin air - and they used it to
bail out the banking system. A
quarter of the entire UK national
debt of £1.8 trillion is owned by
government. And the government
can give itself a bit more: - if it wants
to cancel debt, it can just print new
money. Not indefinitely – there are
real constraints of people and skills,
but we can do whatever we like until
we run out of people who want to
work and their skills or any training
we can provide. After that, you are
chucking more cash at the same
resource. But we are far from this
kind of full employment. Officially,
we have 4% unemployment. Then
there are underemployed 'selfemployed' people and all those on
zero-hours and limited contracts.

Debt

Richard Murphy is perhaps the UK’s
most influential tax specialist and
campaigner. He is an informal
economic adviser to the Labour leader,
Jeremy Corbyn; is the architect of a
range of tax and economic policies; has
authored cutting edge research and a
series of books including, most
recently, the Joy of Tax.
bring money into existence? It says
to the Bank of England it wants to
spend money and the Bank says yes
and records it using double entry
bookkeeping. The government
spends the money, e.g. as public
sector wages, pensions and
working-age benefits and then
other people
get what you spend. Some goes
back to the government as tax.
Something interesting happens
when you pay tax – money get
destroyed, it's gone. Tax does not
fund government expenditure – it
just cancels the inflationary effect of
government spending by getting
rid of the surplus pounds, which
are handed over as tax.
Understanding that liberates us to
talk about tax in a new way.

Prof Murphy is a member of the
Green New Deal Group - which
forecast the crash of 2008 - and which
has promoted opportunities for new
kinds of green work where people
substitute for carbon. We can print
money and pay people to work
productively. We do not have to rely
solely on taxation; governments can The reasons for tax are to:
borrow money, in this case to invest. Ÿreclaim cash the government has
spent
Effectively, government debt is a
savings account; if the country wants Ÿratify the value of £s. If we didn't
to save, there is nothing the
pay tax, the £20 note would have
government can do but accept their
no value. It only has value
deposits, people who want to give
because the government will
the £20 notes back, can do so as tax or
accept it – to pay tax! Most
savings.
people pay about one-third of
their income in income tax, VAT,
Government Spending
business taxes and TV licenses
How does government spending

Katherine Duffy

etc., Only about 10% of people
pay more than that. So tax is what
gives money value and enables
the government (who print the
money), to control the economy
Ÿ redistribute income and wealth;

most governments want to do
some of that
Ÿinfluence the volume and nature

of production and sales of 'goods'
and 'bads' e.g. carbon or tobacco
taxes, reduced VAT on books or
children's clothes
Ÿ strengthen democracy – people

who pay taxes vote; people who
don't pay income tax are less
likely to vote.

Political Parties
So, tax is the single most important
instrument for achieving social goals
and a better world. Labour, Greens
and SNP have used some of this
message. Prof Murphy also advised
the Liberal Democrats on a general
anti-abuse clause for inclusion in
their 2010 Manifesto, and it formed
part of the Coalition Agreement for
Government. But after all the
compromises it was not a good
approximation of the original model.

L a b o u r h a s c o m m i t t e d i n places for all children. £60b is used to
government to a better anti-abuse subsidise the wealth of the rich – in
tax relief on pensions and on ISAs
rule.
alone. And then there are all the
Borrowing
However, on the spending side, subsidies to businesses, which pay
Labour is cautious on borrowing to much lower tax rates than workers. It
spend because of the negative public only costs £140b to run the NHS. We
narrative of a household and its fixed can make change happen, as we have
budget, and the example pointed to on tax havens, due to campaigning.
of Greece going bust. But Greece is in R i c h a r d M u r p h y a n d J o h n
Christensen founded the Tax Justice
the euro, which is the mark rebranded; it has not got its own Network and an early campaign was
currency and therefore control over on preventing transfer pricing, a
it. We can never not pay our UK means of companies booking their
national debt as long as it is profits in low tax jurisdictions. There
denominated in sterling. If someone has been success in implementing an
asks for £5b back, the government international accounting standard in
prints it and gives it to them. They over 100 countries, but there is more
spend some, passing it on, and save to be done. Use social media – Prof
some, which gets passed on to Richard does at least three blogs
borrowers, and eventually, the every day. You've always got to
government gets the money back as challenge what they say.
tax. In the meantime, you have put Questions from the audience
people to work and produced goods
and services. Conversely, if the
government cuts spending, it is
taking money out of the economy,
and therefore work and products.
This is what 'austerity' does.

What about universal basic income?

what tax can do. We can break the
household budget idea, print money,
tax it and liberate ourselves to create
social justice. We can build houses,
fund the NHS, pay for green
infrastructure. We can have decent
public transport and good school

Tax and the rich?

I'm torn on UBI. There would be no
take-up problem as there is no meanstesting, so people who need it would
get it. But how to pay everyone twothirds of median income (the relative
poverty line) and does that include
Let’s Liberate Ourselves
M a r k e t s d o n ' t a u t o m a t i c a l l y children and do they get the same or
produce full employment; some less than adults?
people wanting to work are left out, You could do it, but to pay a decent
or on low pay and short hours. income to everyone would require a
Governments can achieve full massive transfer of money to this
employment if they want to - as the scheme. A job guarantee of a quality
UK did between 1945 and 1975. The job might be a better way to achieve
UK created full employment (less the goal of a decent income for all. you
than 3% unemployment) without would still need an effective social
massive debt because there was security system but the heavy lifting
enough tax to keep it under control. on income security would be done by
Let's liberate ourselves and let tax do jobs.
The very wealthy just don't pay tax.
People like Warren Buffet and Bill
Gates, especially Warren Buffet, have
said please tax me more and I will still
invest in any country which puts up its
corporation tax.

Leicester Secularist
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Gillian Lighton and Mike Burden

HOW LEICESTER SECULAR SOCIETY & ITS HALL ARE RUN
PART 1 – HOW IT IS FUNDED
We are aware that many members
and other Hall users, even those of
long-standing, are very vague in
their knowledge of how the Society
and the Hall are run, or more likely
have simply never given it any
thought at all! So we decided to
write a short series to make this
information more widely available.
And to be truthful, in the (probably
vain) hope that one or two people
might offer to give us a bit of help!

floor and the basement have been
used for dancing and martial arts for
decades and we often have visitors
who remember coming to judo or
karate classes as children. The upper
floors are not currently in use, other
than for storage, as they need to be
upgraded and there are problems of
access.

We rely on the rent from these
businesses for most of our income,
which provides us with a reasonable
level of security and stability. In
return they get city centre premises at
Ownership
a reasonable cost, even though they
The Hall is owned by our trustees, are somewhat decrepit!
The
the Rationalist Trust, but is entirely downside for us, particularly in the
managed by the Society.
The case of the ballroom, is that we do not
Society has always chosen to have regular access to the most
maintain its independence by not interesting part of the building, nor
becoming a charity, but this means can we organise large scale events
that we are generally entirely which would need more space than
reliant on our own resources. The the Gimson room provides. Also,
Society, like the rest of us, has to pay mid-week events can be interrupted
taxes, energy bills, council tax etc. by dancing feet above and alarming
The Hall dates from 1881 so is in sounds from the classes in the
need of constant maintenance and basement.
refurbishment, more than most Lettings
buildings. There is always the The Gimson Room is available for
worry of potential major repairs lettings at £34 per session (morning,
becoming necessary, for example, afternoon or evening), the Harriet
to the roof or the heating, so we Law room for £12. If the kitchen is
need to keep a reasonable level of required for cooking, we charge an
financial reserves to cover all additional £6. The Harriet Law room
eventualities. The ground floor provides very basic facilities and is
was renovated in 2012, but is used suitable for small meetings. The
regularly and is already showing Gimson Room, as most of you know, is
increasing signs of wear and tear.
a n a t t r a c t i ve h a l l w h i c h c a n
accommodate
up to 50 people
Tenants
comfortably. It has tables, chairs, A/V
The Society currently uses the large
and a kitchen where groups can make
Gimson room and the small Harriet
tea and coffee or cook and serve food.
Law room. The first floor is let to
It has good acoustics and a very nice
the ABC ballroom on a permanent
piano. The number of lettings has
basis, the basement to the martial
increased markedly since we installed
arts group and the shop to 'Sweety
an accessible toilet and the kitchen
Shakes'. The sweet shop has been
was modernised. Unfortunately the
there for several years now – the
kitchen also increases the amount of
premises were originally a radical work even more markedly!
bookshop but sadly bookshops are
Hall lettings are an important activity
no longer generally viable. The first
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of the Society, not only in providing
income, but also helping to maintain
many of our traditions. We have
always provided low cost premises for
meetings of radical and community
groups who would otherwise find it
difficult to afford anywhere in the City
centre and this is still the case.
Regular community groups currently
include several Zimbabwean groups,
a Chinese Elderly group and the
Sunday Assembly. It is used by a
range of political groups, including
the Labour Party, the Green Party, the
Communists and Momentum, among
others. It is popular with singing
groups (Red Leicester and Amika) and
is used by a long-standing yoga group.
Sadly, our old association with the
WEA appears to have lapsed, but the
adult education tradition is continued
currently through several writers'
groups. Vegetarianism and cycling
have always been interests from the
very early days of the Society and both
continue to be represented by groups
who meet here.
However, we do accept bookings from
most groups who ask, so we
accommodate others which might be a
little less predictable, for example, we
have regular bookings for Muslim
girls' parties (we like them, no alcohol,
polite, pleasant and well behaved)
and, would you believe, a dog training
group (agreed by Mike, NOT Gillian).
All this activity provides a smaller, but
regular source of income.
It is
managed by Mike Burden, with some
help from Gillian. However, it is an

Anthony Matthew
enormous amount of work
(arranging lettings, letting in groups,
collecting money, cleaning and
p r e p a r a t i o n b e t we e n g r o u p s ,
emptying the dishwasher, topping up
supplies – milk, loo rolls etc etc) - but
we meet a lot of interesting people
and Gillian gets to play the piano as a
reward.

George Jacob Holyoake

Membership
This provides a small amount of
income. Our membership is smaller
than we would like, fairly static over a
number of years at around 160. We
continue to try to make membership
accessible, with a £7 a year low
income option, £21 for regular annual
membership.
Sunday lectures and other events
These are usually free and always
have been. We occasionally charge,
for example, for professional music or
comedy events. Otherwise, we rely
on donations and suggest £3 for those
who can afford it. We pay our
speakers an honorarium of £50 and
expenses, which is not much, but is a
gesture and some do it for free. We
usually pay up to £150 for a
professional performer. As we also
provide juice, tea and biscuits, the
Sunday programme runs at a loss and
events making a profit or even
covering costs are few and far
between.
Other Sources
We have the occasional donation or
bequest. We received a grant from
Biffa to help with the ground floor
renovations. The City Council has
helped from time to time, for example
to some improvements to the ground
floor frontage. HLF funded some
smaller items through the 'All Our
Stories' project and we are in the
process of applying for help to fund
some larger building projects.
And we must just say that we are
fortunate in our treasurer, John Catt,
who manages our finances so ably
(more about his role in Part 2). If he
fell under a bus we would be in dire
trouble…..

Holyoake invented the word
secularism and was an influential
campaigner for the cause in the 19th
century, speaking to the Leicester
Secular Society a number of times
and present at the opening of the
Secular Hall in 1881. He was born in
Birmingham but moved to London
(after six months in prison for
blasphemy), living at one time at a
house in Woburn Walk, a regency
terrace behind St Pancras church.
The Marchmont Association, a
society concerned with the history of
that area, organised the installation
of a blue plaque commemorating
Holyoake, together with the support
of the National Secular Society.
Leicester Secular Society was invited
to attend the event and was
represented by Anthony Matthew.
After short speeches by Ricci de
Freitas, chair of the Marchmont
Association, by Maryam

Eslamdoust, deputy mayor of
Camden, and by Bob Forder,
historian for the NSS, the plaque was
unveiled Stephen Evans, campaigns
director for the NSS. Stephen has
recently spoken to the Leicester
Secular Society, and so has Keith
Porteous Wood, president of the NSS
and also present, while Bob Forder is
talking to the LSS in September about
Chapman Cohen, who was born in
Leicester and was president of the
NSS from 1915 to 1949.

Leicester Secularist
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Denise Buchan

Reds, Rebels & Radicals of the East Midlands
David Bell is a member of Leicester
Secular Society and an old friend. His
reputation as an interesting and
knowledgeable speaker is well known
and it was lovely to welcome him to speak
to us. He began by explaining that this
talk was about a few of the brave people of
the East Midlands who had defied the
establishment of the day and had taken a
stand against the injustices they
perceived all around them. His first
subject was, though, from Leicester.

was presented with a Diploma
which would enable him to enrol at
evening classes. Alas, his father,
rather than congratulating him,
threw the paper on the fire.
That event seemed to give Len a taste
for militancy because, while still at
school, he organised a strike of
pupils when an aeroplane made a
forced landing in a local field. All the
children wanted to go to see the
downed aircraft but it was Len who
organised the walk-out to visit the
site. They were soon rounded up and
herded back to school by teachers
w h e r e , u n d e r s t a n d a b l y, t h e
headmaster wanted to know who
was the ringleader. Before Len could
speak up another boy, as Len
recorded later, stepped forward to
take the blame.

David began by introducing himself as a
full time writer who had started his
professional life as a primary school
teacher. He'd begun his writing career by
writing children's books whilst still
teaching, later turning to adult fiction
and then leaving school to become a full
time writer. By now he's written more
than thirty books on local history,
murders, wartime experiences and
In the same year he lied about his age
heroes. The first red, rebellious radical he
and got a job with a circus which was
wanted to introduce was Len Wincott.
in town. He intended to follow when
'Red Len' 1907 – 1983 was one of it left but the cruelty to animals he
eight children born to an alcoholic, witnessed there revolted him and he
bullying father and a 'strong returned to school where he was
bulwark' (Len's description) of a soundly thrashed for his adventure.
mother who tried, so far as she could, (Father's reaction not mentioned). A
to come between the children and year later, however, he did leave
their father's cruel assaults. Len was school, to become a tea boy in a local
sent to school at 4 where he hosiery factory where he stayed for
continued to receive physical three years until he joined the Royal
admonishment for minor perceived Navy – HMS Norfolk – and sailed
infringements. He had an evening away to fight pirates in the China
job whilst still a young boy selling Sea. At last things seemed to be
the Leicester Mercury around the going his way, he enjoyed the life and
city.
was finally receiving an education.
At 12 he received his first big
political challenge when his school
ran a mock election. The popular
school captain ran as the
Conservative candidate and Len
volunteered to run for Labour. Len,
to the school's surprise, was
triumphant surprising everyone
with his skill in debate and the ease
with which he answered all the
questions put to him. For this feat he
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That contentment lasted until 1931
when the UK experienced the Great
Depression. The current
government, led by Ramsey
MacDonald, wishing to make drastic
cuts to public spending, lowered the
pay of servicemen. The officers had
their salaries cut by 3% but other
ranks were expected to accept a
reduction of a huge 25%. Needless to
say, the unfairness of this arbitrary

ruling caused great concern amongst
the ratings and, led by Len (of
course), they decided that they
would strike. Once in the service of
the King, however, such action
became a mutiny rather than a mere
'strike' and the sailors' action in
refusing to follow orders led to Len
and 120 of his colleagues in the strike
being dismissed the service. This
action became known, later, as the
Invergordon Mutiny.
Len was hailed a working class hero
and travelled around Britain
speaking about his experiences and
political beliefs. He subsequently
became a member of the Communist
Party which unfortunately allowed
his adversaries to claim that the
'mutiny' had all been a Communist
plot and nothing to do with the
government's decision to treat
servicemen so badly.
A year or so later he did, in fact,
emigrate to Soviet Russia, first of all
working in a factory but also doing
some language teaching. He became
a Soviet citizen and when the Second
World War broke out Len joined the
Russian army, enduring, with a
million others, the privations of the
siege of Leningrad. This did not help
him later though when Stalin, seeing
western spies everywhere, accused
him of being an agitator and
sentenced him to work in a coal mine
in Siberia. Release finally came when
Stalin died and Kruschev, his
successor, released many prisoners
of the gulags. This was in 1953 when
Len would have been 46 and as he
spoke many languages he and his
new wife, whom he'd met in a labour
camp both worked as translators.
Len had three Russian wives – Anna
who died while Len was in Siberia,
Olga and lastly Lena – but is thought
to have previously married an
American lady whom he had met in

Denise Buchan

A Mutiny and a ‘Plot’ to Kill Lloyd George
the 1930's whilst touring Britain after
his dismissal from the Navy.
After retiring from fulltime work
Len became a film star,
stereotypically playing either
foreign spies or English aristocrats.
He wrote his autobiography and was
allowed to travel to Britain to
publicise it. David said he wasn't
allowed to stay here but would he
have wanted to after so many years
away? He apparently stated, though,
that “my home is now in the Soviet
Union but I would like to think that I am
in every way still an Englishman.” He
died in Moscow but his last wish,
that his ashes be returned to Britain
and scattered off the English coast
from a Royal Navy tender, was
granted. Somehow a fitting end to a
brave and eventful life.

The Framing of Alice Wheeldon
This tragic story is more about a
whole family rather than only the
brave woman of the title.
Alice was born in 1866 and lived in
Derby. She was a feminist, a
supporter of the suffrage movement,
a socialist, convinced atheist and,
most of all, a committed pacifist. She
had four children, all of whom were
involved in this story of
establishment, if not government,
'stitch up' (this writer's term, not
David Bell's). Nellie, who left home
when she grew up, Harriet (Hettie),
William, and Winnie. William was a
conscientious objector in WW1 and
in order to try to evade arrest, went
to live with his married sister Winnie
who lived in Southampton.
Alice and Hettie, still living at home,
were against conscription and
sometimes sheltered conscientious
objectors (CO's) and army deserters.
One such who arrived on their
doorstep was a man who introduced

himself as Alex Gordon, a fugitive from
military service. He wasn't. He was a
government agent with a dodgy past
named William Rickard who had been
sent to infiltrate the Wheeldons' group
of friends and fellow CO's. As well as
informing on them though, he also
acted as an 'agent provocateur'
suggesting the family should break
into a prison where CO's were being
held. In this was he was aided by his
superior in the agency, Bertram Booth,
who had also been introduced to the
household, as 'comrade Bert', an army
deserter and member of 'International
Workers of the World'. These two seem
to have led the incidents which arose
from this plot and persuaded not only
Alice and Hettie but Winnie and Alfred
too to become responsible for obtaining
poison in order to kill the guard dogs
who could undoubtedly foil the break
in. Alfred, a college chemistry lecturer,
procured phials of curare and
strychnine from the laboratory where
he worked and duly forwarded them to
the Wheeldons in Derby. As soon as
these had been delivered police
arrested, as well as Alice and Hettie, a
suspected CO (presumably, but not
named, Alex Gordon) and Alf who had
cycled up from Southampton. Winnie
was arrested there and Nellie was also
arrested although she was not
subsequently charged.
The preliminary hearing was held in
Derby Guildhall where their solicitor
advised them to reserve their defence
and not enter a plea. The trial itself, in
January 1917, was held at the Old
Bailey where the prosecution quickly
realised they could not produce their
main witness – 'Alex Gordon' - who,
because of his previous criminal record
and history of mental illness, would
make an unreliable witness. The only
witness they had was 'comrade Bert',
who had met Alice only briefly and not
been present during the 'plotting'. The
case for the prosecution was therefore
rather flimsy, built as it was only on
Booth's testimony, but the trial was

never going to be an equal battle. It was
led by the Attorney General who
decided to bolster the prosecution's
case by blackening the defendants'
names. He therefore claimed that the
family had previously plotted to kill
the Chancellor of the Exchequer with
poison, had burnt a local church to the
ground and that Alice, as a member of
the Suffragette movement, had been
part of a plot to kill Lloyd George.
They all pleaded Not Guilty but were
not believed and the prosecution had a
whole team of barristers and 'expert'
witnesses to call upon whereas the
Wheeldons had one rather eccentric
barrister, himself the target of public
and press prejudice, and a solicitor.
Quite apart from what was going on in
the courtroom, the public were against
the defendants because of their pacifist
sympathies so it was not surprising that
the jury took a mere 30 minutes to reach
the verdict that they had attempted to
kill Lloyd George. Alice was sentenced
to 10 years in prison, Alfred to seven
and Winnie to five. Hettie was released
without charge.
Alice soon embarked on a programme
of non-cooperation which sometimes
included hunger strikes. The warders
tried force feeding but she resisted. She
refused to wear prison uniform and
was also accused of encouraging other
prisoners to ignore the rules. Her
health deteriorated rapidly and it
became a real fear that she might die in
prison. Lloyd George was worried by
this and, despite the prison governor's
recommendation not to, released her
early, in December 1917. She died less
than two years later, in February 1919,
weakened as she had been by the
hunger strikes and other deprivations
she had suffered in prison.
Winnie and Alfred were released in
1918 and their early release made
people speculate whether perhaps
Lloyd George knew that the whole trial
had been a sham.
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Anthony Matthew

Brexit: the left-behind and the middle classes
Dr Ipek Demir
is an associate themselves with the middle-class or
professor in the School of Media, as having no class. Among those with
Communication and Sociology at the intermediate levels of education
University of Leicester. Her research voting leave was more popular. (This
focuses on diaspora, migration, could be associated with age, since
global south, and especially on few in their eighties have degrees
Kurdish diaspora (from Turkey) in while many in their twenties do so.) It
Europe. She started her talk with the was not more popular with those with
observation that the media have often low skills.
a t t r i b u t e d t h e r e s u l t o f t h e There was a left-behind group that
referendum to the “left-behind” and voted heavily for remain – black and
have illustrated this view by going to minority ethnic (BME) voters. For
poor white estates to interview voters black voters the figure was 73% and
there. However, citing various for Asians 67%. Among Muslims 70%
academic research as well as polling, of the votes went for remain while
she said it is the middle classes that among those identifying as Christians
have given us Brexit. In support of it was only 42%. A comment quoted
that she gave some figures from from the Daily Telegraph described
Ashcroft polls (which surveyed Muslims as significantly left-behind
12,369 people after the referendum ), (but that raises the need for a more
research from Antonucci
et al's
2017
objective Secular
criterion ofSociety
being left-behind
from
the
National
work and Dorling 2016. The former – it certainly does not apply to all
showed that 59% of leave voters were Asians in Leicester for example). In
from social classes A, B, or C1; 55% several cities which voted for leave,
owned their homes outright; only wards with many BME voters had a
1 7 % we r e u n s k i l l e d m a n u a l . majority for remain – for example
(Comments on the talk such as this B i r m i n g h a m , N o t t i n g h a m ,
one appear here in brackets. These Blackburn, Bradford and Rochdale.
figures leave open the question of Another group voting strongly for
whether they are significantly remain were the young: 75% for the
different from the voting population 18-24 year-olds. These are in some
as a whole. For example, perhaps few ways disadvantaged compared with
unskilled manual workers voted their elders because they are facing an
either way.)
increasingly competitive job market,
Further study has shown the typical
Brexit voter to be white middle-class,
older and with an intermediate level
of education, often with a good
pension and with a view that Britain
should be sovereign once again.
(Again we need to know how the size
of this fraction of the leave vote
compares with the same fraction of
the remain vote.) At the same time,
deprived white estates generally
voted for Brexit. (So as the leave vote
was composed of a variety of
disparate types of voter, we need to
know their relative sizes in order to
describe any as typical of the whole.)
Leave voters tended to associate

10

Leicester Secularist

have university debts, face poor job
prospects and an expensive housing
market.
If we want to understand Brexit, we
need to look away from being left
behind economically. There is a
connection between certain social
attitudes and voting for leave. In the
voting population as a whole, 81 % of
those who saw multiculturalism as a
force for social ill and 80% for
immigration, 74% who were opposed
to feminism and 78% to the green
movement voted to leave. For those
over 65 and voting to leave, only 4%
were in favour of multiculturalism. Dr

Demir defined multiculturalism as a
rejection of assimilationist policies
and the acceptance of participation of
minorities on an equal footing. Those
opposed to it seemed to have a sense
of a loss of power. In general for those
accustomed to privilege, equality
feels like oppression. 51% of those
who said they voted leave did not like
capitalism and 49% of those who
voted remain said capitalism was a
social ill. Hence it is not dislike of
capitalism but dislike of progressive
values such as multiculturalism,
cosmopolitanism, feminism and
being comfortable with racial
diversity which tend to differentiate
Brexiters from Remainers.
An important issue for leave voters
was sovereignty, to the extent that for
71% of them over 65 a significant
damage to the economy would be a
price worth paying – for half of them
even if a family member lost a job as a
result. This sovereignty was seen not
solely in relation to the EU but also in
cultural terms – white voters were
unhappy at a loss of privilege and
with the UK's diminished status. The
concern was not so much with Europe
as with British identity. The Brexit
campaign appealed to voters who
looked to the past rather than the
future and were attracted to the idea
of “putting the great back in Great
Britain” and a melancholy lament
about the empire and commonwealth

Ned Newitt

Chapman Cohen - the Suburban Atheist
Bob Forder came to speak at the Secular Hall to mark the 150th anniversary of the
birth of Chapman Cohen in Leicester. Almost forgotten today, he was the Richard
Dawkins of his day. He spoke at the Secular Hall on many occasions and was a
prolific writer of pamphlets, books and articles for the weekly Freethinker. His 18
‘Pamphlets for the People’ have probably never been bettered as statements of
the position of unbelievers.
After leaving Leicester in 1889, he spent most of his life in suburban Leytonstone.
His scholarly contempt of religion, his quick wit and his ability to put ideas into
simple language made him a popular speaker. Cohen never gave voice to party
political views.
Cohen was president of the National Secular Society for many years (1915-1949),
but Bob Forder made the point that unlike today’s NSS, he spent much of the time
speaking to the converted rather than getting the organisation to campaign for
change. You can hear one of his pamphlets here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwFgfdeoSq8

–
aptly named Empire 2.0 by
Whitehall officials.
Finally, Dr Demir considered why the
“left-behind” idea had become so
widespread as an explanation of the
vote. It can be used to support a leftwing view that it was the result of
austerity, outsourcing, precarious
work and deindustrialisation, all seen
as evils that should not have been
permitted. It is also attractive to rightwing ideology by playing race
against class, encouraging
nationalism and inserting a wedge
between deprived groups. (However,
those in favour of Brexit surely do not
want to attribute all the credit to the
left-behind, a group that most their
supporters do not identify with.) The
left-behind have been represented as
a forgotten white working-class
population, embattled, in danger of
being swamped. The division has
been between those who are in favour
of cosmopolitanism and
multiculturalism against those who
resent these trends. What the country
needs is solidarity, not white
nationalism.
The discussion following the talk
occasionally veered off to the merits
or otherwise of Brexit but on the
whole kept to the topic of how the

result of the referendum was to be
explained.(Putting the explanation in
terms of social attitudes raises the
question of what objective features in
terms of location, occupation,
income, education, age or ethnic
identity account for those attitudes,
since looking at a map clearly shows
the attitudes are not distributed
randomly. Attitudes and objective
criteria are compatible forms of
explanation and it is a philosophical
question which of them one regards
as the more fundamental. We all think
our views are really our own rather
than determined by our position in
society but looking more broadly it is
possible to find correlations with
social position.)

Leicester Pride
photos of Secular Socity’s stall - thanks
to all the volunteers who helped.

In relation to a question on what she
would advise Jeremy Corbyn, Dr
Demir said that there is a difference
between democracy and
majoritarianism. What we have is
Brexit majoritarianism. Democracy
means one should not do grave
injustice to those who are in a
minority (in this case 48%
Remainers). Hence our negotiation of
Brexit should not do a grave injustice
to those who voted Remain. Hard
Brexit should be out of the question.
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Louie Croxtall, the Secular Society’s oldest member dies age 104
today's standards she was not well
educated, but throughout her life
she retained a lively, enquiring
mind and was always interested
and informed on the issues of the
day. Her father was a committed
Secularist and Hall Manager for
some years and she lived at the
Hall for a time as a girl, so her
memories and knowledge of the
Society went back to the earliest
years of the Society.

Louie Croxtall
(nee Worley) 1914-2018
Most of you will by now be
aware of the death of Louie
Worley who was associated with
Leicester Secular Society
throughout her life.
To enable us to do her justice on
these pages and to allow other
members to contribute as they
wish, we are postponing writing
a full obituary to the next
edition of the Secularist.
Louie was born a few months
before the start of WW1. By

Stuart Bailey
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Committed
Louie's commitment to Leicester
Secular Society was second to none
and she served in a variety of roles
over the years, including on the
Committee and the Rationalist
Trust. Together with her husband,
Lesley, she rescued the Society with
a financial loan at a time when it
was threatened with closure.
Throughout her life, she never
missed an opportunity to talk about
the Society to those she met. She
had a great deal of charm and some
very forthright views.

cycled with a group of other young
members, now long gone. She was
close to Roy Watts, the member who
was killed in the Spanish Civil War.
She met her husband at the Hall.

Second World War
During the Second World War, she
served tea in the Hall basement
when it was used as an air raid
shelter. By the time she was 40, the
rest of her family were dead. At the
age of 96, she gave an unforgettable
lecture to the Society. At the age of
99, following a showing of our film
about the Society in wartime, she
stood and insisted on speaking,
entirely impromptu, on what the
Society had meant to her.

Inspiration
Louie was an inspiration and those
who knew her loved her and mourn
her loss.

As a teenager, she danced and

We have a considerable amount of
fascinating audio and video
material involving Louie which we
will be showing at our next
anniversary event in March of next
year.

Secular Society member Stuart Bailey
died in June aged 70. Stuart had
spent decades defending Leicester’s
historic built environment. He was a
stalwart campaigner who strove to
mitigate the legacy of period of
madness during the 1960s, when so
many of Leicester's historic building
were lost to the developers.
Stuart was born in Leicester on
Hinckley Road and went to the
Richard III Technical Grammar school.
He was self-taught and did not have
a university education, but had an
encyclopaedic knowledge of the city
he loved. He worked as a bank clerk,
a technician at Leicester University, a
booking clerk on Leicester Station
and railway manager. He had a lifelong love of the railways and lived on

a narrow boat which he often tried to
moor close to a railway station, so he
could get to work. He then spent the
remainder of his career as an office
manager in the planning department
at Nottingham City Council.
He was a founder member of the
Leicester Civic Society in 1971 and for
the last ten years had been its chair.
For decades he campaigned on a
whole range of issues and his legacy is
immense.
Thanks to his work many buildings
threatened with demolition or with
inappropriate alterations have been
saved. His continual lobbying of the
City Council has ensured that the
Council now takes the task of
preserving the City’s architectural
heritage much more seriously.

Chris Goodwin

Protectionism for the rich and powerful and the opposite for the poor

Free Trade is War
Trades wars are taking place between the US, Britain,
EU and Russia and China. Trump has scrapped the
Trans Pacific Partnership, but the TTIP is still in
progress. Corporations can sue governments and a
court that is above states was planned. The current
tribunals favour big business and large corporations
often win. It can also have a devasting effect on Africa
similar to European agreements referred to below.
Yash Tandon’s book, Trade is War, that this article is
based on, would like us to do more for Africa. China, he
says is less of a threat because its agreements are more
equal and do not encroach over sovereignty of human
rights through coups and other means. Fair trade in the
supermarkets makes people feel good but does not deal
with unfair trade.
“Development aid” brings with it IMF Structural
Adjustment Programmes the dismantling of the
financial and physical infrastructure for rural
agriculture: the removal of state subsidies for food
production and the dismantling of village depots and
local food reserves. This throws farmers to the vagaries
of the “market,” the “middle man” and global seed
corporations.
US trade subsidies to cotton growers are distorting the
price of cotton by 10%. In practice there is no means of
penalising the US for this or any other biased actions.
According to the World Bank the US and EU spend $380
million every year on agricultural subsidies alone. In
the US 70% of subsidies go to 10% of producers the large
agribusinesses. More than half of EU's support goes to
1% of producers the giant food corporations. This leads
to flooding of markets, lowering of prices and
undercutting of small farmers especially in developing
countries putting them out of business.
EU Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA's) have
obliged African countries to set their tariffs below the
ability to protect their agriculture and industry leading
to imports and dumping of foreign goods. Farming in
some African countries has been eradicated because of
this.
Most African regions have signed the agreements
under force from the EU that sanctions against
development aid would be applied if they refused to do
so. Caribbean and Pacific countries are also affected.
BITS (Bilateral Investment Treaties) The US, the UK, the
Germany, Japan, China and Russia all have them as well
as the mega corporations for example those involved in

the oil trade and manufacturing. The capitalist drive
for profit and an impasse in the World Trade
Organisation negotiations has led to a proliferation of
BITS.
Whilst China's ownership of BITS is small it is
expanding in Africa where it is building infrastructure
and a manufacturing base. The US and EU are
maximising their profits and exploiting raw materials.
“BITS are part of a global struggle”
TISA is a proposed agreement on services by the US the
EU and 23 other countries excluding the BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South Africa). It aims to impose
US neoliberal policies on most of the world. This
involves giving power to multinationals over
governments in water purification, sanitation, disposal
services, health, education and opening up
transportation to competition, expansion of
privatisation. Workers' rights will be trampled on.
Intellectual Property Rights (IP) Western industrialised
companies control the knowledge and hold 95% of
p a t e n t s wo r l d w i d e . T h i s i n h i b i t s C h i n a ' s
industrialisation so it pirates it. In response the west
engages in widespread “industrial espionage.” Cargill
aggressively marketed their seeds over which they
hold IP rights leading to farmers' debt. There is also a
war between Monsanto and local farmers over
fertilisers, pesticides, herbicides and mechanical
agricultural tools. Two cases against Novartis who
tried to block the sale of pharmaceuticals in India and
South Africa were won in the courts.
A wrong word in a text by those resisting agreements
can lead to sanctions. The language used is
unintelligible and wrapped in jargon. The South
Centre and the Southern Eastern African Trade
Information and Negotiations Institute (SEATINI)
established by Yash Tandon, have been helping people
oppose agreements that are detrimental to them.
Protests by the European left have helped. Britain is a
major player with the US and the EU.

Leicester Secularist

13

Anthony Matthew

Free Speech in Today's 'Culture Wars'
Greg Scorzo returned to the Secular
Hall to start a new season of talks on
the controversial subject of free
speech. He said that the controversy
was often represented as the political
left wing being against free speech
and the right wing in favour but that
was not a correct view (even
allowing that many regarding
themselves as left wing supported
free speech, and vice versa). He said
instead that left and right were
promoting two different versions of
free speech. The left was promoting
anti-pluralistic free speech, which is
associated with informal censorship.
The right was promoting pluralistic
free speech, which is associated
(from the opposite point of view)
with the normalisation of injustice
against disadvantaged groups.
Free Speech Corrects Error
Free speech became a prominent
issue in the Enlightenment as a
response to the violent clash of ideas
unleashed by the Reformation, it
being presented as a way to bring
peace, either by encouraging
persuasion in place of violence, or at
least compromise if persuasion was
not possible. John Stuart Mill argued
that silencing opinions robbed
society of a means of correcting error
or of a means understanding truth
better. No government should
interfere with free speech except
where it incited violence. This is still
the consensus today, on both the left
and right.
One objection to that principle raised
currently is that free speech may
normalise hatred and thereby
intensify inequalities. Another
objection is that angry political
speech may impose informal
censorship with dissenters silenced
by social pressure. Pluralistic free
speech upholds the traditional
principle that only incitement of
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violence should be prohibited, while
anti-pluralistic free speech holds
that those who make false or bigoted
statements should be stigmatised. If
the pluralistic version is favoured by
the right and the anti-pluralistic by
the left, have they exchanged their
traditional positions? The left used
to hold that people should be judged
as individuals, not according to the
group they belonged to, and that the
same rules for behaviour and
dialogue should apply whatever
view was being expressed,
regardless of how advantaged or
disadvantaged is the speaker. Such
views are now promoted by today's
right.
Symbols of Oppression
In contrast, the left has adopted the
systemic model of the causes of
oppression: that it is structural, not
psychological and inequalities are
oppression regardless of the
opinions and attitudes of the more
favoured group. Symbols are
oppressive if they tend to reinforce
inequality. Justice is a power
struggle which the disadvantaged
group must win: it is not something
impartial. Furthermore, even to
question the systemic model would
be oppressive in itself.
Greg thought that this point of view
was taken for granted by the
mainstream, including those who
regarded themselves as neutral
between left and right. The opposing
view is that signs are not oppressive
in themselves, only the beliefs that
may go with them. Claims of
oppression can be contested as part
of free speech and individuals
should be judged as such, not by
their group. There are universal
norms of speech so no group is
entitled to protection from offence.
That opposing view is now adopted
by the right wing, or at least claimed

by them to be their position. From a
right wing position the systemic
model encourages people to see
oppression where there is none and
creates a culture of fear where there
should be free speech.
Trump
However, that alignment was cast
into doubt by numerous video clips
showing both left and right using
intimidation to suppress free speech,
with Donald Trump frequently
encouraging his supporters to use
violence against hecklers while
activists in universities invaded
lecture rooms to disrupt talks they
disapproved of. (This tactic was
reminiscent of the Red Guards in
China's Cultural Revolution, though
the victims then suffered more
severely.) We saw in these clips each
side doing what the other is afraid of;
Trump using his speech to stoke
hatred and violence, the left using
speech to stigmatise dissenters (even
when the dissenters themselves are
left wing).
Intellectual Dark Web
Against that depressing picture there
are signs that free debate continues
on an “intellectual dark web”, with
participation from both left and right.
(It was surprising that this was the
first mention of the world wide web,
which has amplified enormously the
ability of individuals to propagate
their opinions since the days of John
Stuart Mill. Free speech has always
been contentious, especially in this

Anthony Matthew

Avertiser’s announcement

MAX MALIK: THE HEART OF THE TERRORIST
Max Malik is a psychiatrist and was
inspired or provoked into writing
his first novel, The Heart of a
Terrorist: The Butterfly Hunter, in
2011 by George W. Bush's statement
after the9/11 attack that those who
are not for us are against us. The
truth is more complex than that, he
thought. The threads of the story in
the novel are that Jimmy is a secondgeneration Pakistani drug dealer,
alienated from his father's belief in
Islam and disillusioned by the
hypocrisy and deceit of the local
Imam. However, an encounter with
the charismatic Abu Umar inspires
Jimmy to find true belonging in The
Cause. At the same time Jessica loses
her fiancé, Hamid, to a suicide
bombing and seeks to answer the
question: was Hamid the bomber?

minority who are drawn to them. In
many cases the individuals are
misfits seeking to gain an identity,
but there are clear exceptions such as
the doctor who tried to bomb
Glasgow Airport. Education is some
antidote to extremism but not
sufficient. We need to encourage
rationality and critical thinking. Max
had spoken to police in the Pakistan
NW Frontier who had interviewed a
17 year-old, an unsuccessful suicide
b o m b e r. W h e n h e r e g a i n e d
consciousness in hospital he thought
he was in Paradise and the nurses
were to be his companions, an
expectation that some critical
thinking might have dissolved. For
those who have little in this life,
dying for a cause can have the
attraction of a glamorous fantasy.

However, the talk was not a
summary of the book but an inquiry
into what might lead someone to
become a suicide bomber. This is an
important question because current
strategies to prevent such plots have
not been successful and we need to
understand the motivations. People
tend to stay in the religions they are
born into and religions are used to
justify actions by the very small

The talk led to a discussion which
could have gone on all the evening
because despite a variety of ideas no
one came up with a convincing
solution to the problem. Indeed,
because there are many different
varieties and contexts for terrorism
(a very flexible term) a single
approach is unlikely to apply in all
cases.

Continued from overleaf
country where it has no
constitutional protection, unlike the
United States, and where blasphemy
has only recently been removed
from the statute book.)
Ironically, one tactic by the right is to
claim that left wing views are a
preserve of the middle class,
attacking them by their group origin
rather than their content, while
claiming to stand up for the despised
patriotic working man (and possibly
woman). But that is not a new tactic.
What is new is the ambiguity of
where it is coming from. Is this a

critique of the new left by the new
right? Or is this just a critique of the
new mainstream from the new
counter culture? It is hard to tell,
since the dark web itself seems to be
a hodge-podge of left and right, all
united in their promotion of
pluralistic free speech, and their
critique of the systemic model of
oppression. To that extent the dark
web promotes the views on speech
and group identity that are
associated with today's right. Yet
many participants are socialists,
communists, LGBT+ activists, and
Jeremy Corbyn supporters!

Ken Lowles
My name's Ken and I'm
a non-religious funeral
celebrant, working in
Leicester & Shire plus
the West Midlands.
I have 8 years'
experience and I'm
accredited by
Humanists UK. I am
family-focused
delivering the
ceremony YOU want.
My focus when writing
a Humanist Funeral is
to portray the
deceased in a way
that's personal and
unique – using a
tribute, readings and
music that reflect them
in a positive light. Also,
to deliver a celebration
that YOU would like.
For more about my
ceremonies take a look
at
https://humanist.org.uk/k
enlowles/
Leicester Secularist
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Career Offence Taker Gets Beer Pulled
An Ashby brewery has been urged
to apologise for naming a beer
named after the Hindu goddess
Kali.
Rajan Zed, president of the
Universal Society of Hinduism said
that the goddess is “highly revered in
Hinduism and is meant to be worshipped
in temples or home shrines, and not to be
used in selling beer for mercantile greed”

considered the goddess of time and
change.
Rajan Zed, is an American selfproclaimed "Hindu leader" whom an
acquiescent press is happy to
describe as a “Hindu statesman,”
despite the fact that he does not seem
to have been elected by anybody. The
the Universal Society of Hinduism
has just 33 followers on Twitter. Zed
lives in Reno, Nevada USA and has
no connection with Leicestershire.
There are only three people on the
unelected board of the Society and
two of them are named Zed.

The Tollgate Brewery is a micro
brewery on the National Trust’s
Calke Abbey Estate. The label of the
IPA beer features the image of the
goddess Kalinka. It was listed as a
light beer and is described as “well Taking Offence
hopped dark gold IPA.”
Zed appears to have made a
successful career in taking offence on
Beer Label ‘Hurts’ Devotees
Mr Zed said: “Inappropriate usage of behalf of world’s Hindus, especially
Hindu deities or concepts or symbols for when it comes to commercialized
commercial or other agenda is not OK as products. He has previously called
it hurts the devotees. .....Symbols of any for the banning of a beer called
faith, larger or smaller, should not be "Shiva's Tears, made by a Texan
brewery. He has also taken offence at
mishandled.”
‘Hanuman’ Beer, in Colorado and
In response to the criticism, the
Ganesha Duvet Covers "Lord Ganesha
brewery said it has withdrawn the
was highly revered in Hinduism and was
beer and does not plan to brew it in
meant to be worshipped in temples .....
the future. The goddess, who
and not to be slept upon” His protests
personifies divine energy, is widely
are usually described as objections
worshipped in Hinduism and is
coming from the Hindu community.

